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P R E F A C E- 



EDUCATION, though of great im- 
portance to the public, as well 
as to individuals, is no where carried 
on in any perfect manner. Upon the 
revival of arts and fciences in Europe, 
the learned languages, being the on- 
ly inlets to knowledge, occupied al- 
moft the whole tihie that commonly 
<:an be fpared for education. Thefe lan- 
guages are, and will always be, extreme- 
Jy ornamental ; but, tho' they have be- 
come lefs eflential to education than 
formerly, yet the fame plan continues 
without much variation. We never 
think of making improvements, be- 
caufe cuftom and familiarity hide the 
defers of the eilablilhed plan. 

The faculty of refleding, and of 
forming general obfervations, is ca- 
pable of great improvements bypro- 
.per exercife. This branch of educa- 
a 2 tion^ 
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tion, though capital, Is not ciHtiva^ 
ted with due care. Nature, in her 
courfe, begins with particulars, and 
afcends gradually to what is general 
and abftraft. But Nature is ill fecond- 
ed in the ordinary courfe of educa- 
tion. We are firft employed, it ia true, 
in languages, geography, hiftor'y^ na- 
tural philofophy, fubjeds that deal ia 
particulars. But, at one bound, we 
are carried to the moft abftradt fludies ; 
logics, for example, and metaphy- 
fics. Thefe, indeed, give exercife. to 
the reafonlng faculty ; but it will not 
be faid that they are the beft qljalified 
for initiating a young perlbn.ih the 
art of reafonlng ? Their obfcurity and 
intricacy unfit them for that office* 
Here then is evidently a void, which 
muft be filled up, if we wifli that e- 
ducation Ihould be fuccefsfuL To im- 
prove the faculty of abftradirjg, and 
gradually to lend us 'from particular 
Jiids- to genera!' propofuions, the ten- 
dor :ri:v: "jght at firft to be exercifed 
ia oblervations of the fimpleft kind, 

fqch 
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£uch as may eafily be comprehended. 
To that end, the fubjedl ought, by 
«1I means, to be familiar ;. and it: 
ought alfo to be agreeable and inftruc- 
live, 

Iw the prefent colledlon, humane 
nature is chofen for the fubjed: ; be- 
eaufe it is of all the mofl familiar,, 
and no lefs inftrudive than familiar. 
In this fubjedt there are indeed many 
intricate parts, that require the ma- 
tureft underftanding. But this little 
effay is confined to the rudiments of 
the fcience, and no maxim or obfer- 
vation is admitted, but what is plain,, 
and eafjr apprehended. Apophthegms 
that refolve into a play of words, 
which fwell every coUeftion, ancient 
and modern, arc carefully rejected. 
Witticifms may be indulged for the 
fake of recreation ; but they are im- 
proper where inftrudtion is the aim. 

But, as iaid, it is not fufEcient 
that the fubjeft be familiar aud ia- 
a. 3 Itrug.*^ 
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ftruftive j it ought alfo to be agree- 
able, m order to attraCt young iftinds. 
Unconneded maxOTs, however in-* 
ftruflive, will not in youlh be relifli- 
ed without feafoning ; and as the beft 
feafoning for fuch a work are (lories 
a,nA fables^ a aumber of them are 
here feledked with fome care. Thefe 
ftxve not only to attract a young read-? 
er, but are in reality the.fineft illu* 
ftrajtions that can be given of abftra/S: 
truths*. 

Fables in iEfop's manner tend no 
doubt to inftruftion, when they fug- 
ged fome moral truth ^ and accor- 
dingly place is here given to fuch o£ 
i^hem as contain an obvious moral, 
i am,, however, far from thinking fuch 
fables the mjoft proper in the dawn of 
reafon ; for, to difguife men under 
the maflc of goats and bulls, tends to-. 
little other purpofe than'to obfcure the: 
moral inftrudlion. Stories, real or 
invented, where perfons are introduced 
in their native appearance, ferve much^ 

better 
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better for illuftration ; and of fuch 
accordingly I have not been (psuring. 

Therf 16 another reafon, ftill more 
weighty, for preferring ftories of tfaia 
kind. If they improve the under* 
ftandingt they more eminently im« 
prove the heart. Incidents that move 
&e paffions make a deep impreifion^ 
efpecially upon young minds. And 
where virtue and vice are delineated, 
with the confcquences they naturally 
produce, fuch imprefilons have a won* 
derful good e£Fe£t ; they confirm us in 
virtue, and deter us from vice. This 
indeed is the mod illuftrious branch of 
education ; but as it falls not under the 
prefent plan, I muft deny myfelf the 
fxtisfadion of expatiating upon iu 

This trifle wae compiled with a 
private view, and* it proved of fome 
ufe. But, if in any degree ufeful,. 
why ihould it lurk in a corner ? It will 
be fubftantially ufeful, if it but move 
others to labour upon the fame plan.. 

Edtt- 
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Educaiioo may w«U :&c deenied om 
of .the leapitit) articles of gove^rnment 
It is entitled to the nurfing care of the 
legUktiirt i for no i^nte ever long 
&iiarifliicd| where educntton was ne« 
gleded* And» evea in 9. private view, 
not a fingle brafich* of it is below the 
atteotioD of the graved writer. 

The hiftorical illuftrations are put 
at the end of the book, that young 
readers may exercife ihemfelves in 
drawing morals from them. Afcex 
fixing upon a moraU they will be cu« 
rious to compare it with the moral or 
maxim in the foregoing part, which 
they cannot miftake, as every maxim 
and its iUuftratioo have the. fame num- 
ber. This cjtercife may at firft be 
difficult ; but pcrfeveranee v?ill render 
it eafy, and in time delightful. 

Such maxims only are admitted as 
tend to illuftrate human nature ; and 
the iimpleft of the kind are chofen, 
fit for beginners. Few of them, how- 
ever, are fo fimple as not to require 
at firft the aid. of a tutor. May it not 

be 
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be expeded, that converfatlon between 
tutor and pupil, fugge(led by thefe 
maxims, would be produfiive of excel* 
lent fruit ? When this little book is at 
hand, proper fubjeds can never be 
wanting ; and any interval of bufi- 
ncfs may be employed Jn this agree- 
able manner. A very young man 
may be thus led infenfibly into the 
knowledge of himfelf and of his fel- 
lows ; and, with the aid of a good tu- 
tor, may learn more of the charaders 
of men, than many who have had the 
mod compleat Univerftty-education* 
With regard to young women, who 
are denied the advantage of Univerfity- 
education, private inftrudion, fuch »« 
that fuggefted, is their befl: means 
acquiring knowledge of their own/^ 
cies. 

Because^ the pradice of making 
fledkions and drawing inferences fr 
the fads that come under our vie^_ 
tends greatly to ripen men in wifdom, 
there is added to this edition a fpeci- 

men 
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iVkft^i^t filch reflexions and inference! 
in order to initiate young perfoos i 
Jliat praidice. 
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ART OF THINKING. 



CHAPTER I. 

Obfervations tending to explain Hu« 
man Nature. 

Nature of Man. 

MANKIND, through all ages, Jixavc i 
been the fame : The firft times be- 
held firft the prcfcnt vices. Yet who could 
imagine that there is fuch contrariety, even 
in the fame charadler ? It was Nero who, 
(igiilng a fentence againft a criminal^ Wiflied 
to the Gods he oguld not write. 

A Nothing 
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2 Nothing is more commoQ thaa love con- 
Tcrted into hatred. And we have ieen in« 
fiances of hatred converted into love. 

If our faces were not alikci we could not 
diilfinguiih a man from a beaft. If they were 
altogether alike, we could not diftbguiflione 
. man from another. 

3 No afie£lion i^ more deeply rooted in hu- 
man naturcy even among favages^ than that 
between parent and child. 

Indigence and obfcurity are the parents of 
induftry and oeconomy : Thefe, of riches 
and honour : Thefe, of pride and luxury : 
Thefc, of fenfuality and idlenefs ; and thefe, 
of indigence and obfcurity. Such arc the 
revolutions of live. 



Principle of Liberty. 

4 So fond of liberty is man, that to reftrain 
him from any thing, however indifferent, is 
fufficient to make tliat thing an objeft of 
defire* 

Principle 
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Principle of Society. 

It is more tolerable to be always alone, 
than never to be fo. 

So prone is man to fbciet^i and fo happy 
in it, that, to relifh perpetual folitude, one 
muft be an angel or a brute. 

In a folitary date, no creature is more ti* 
mid than man } in fociety none more bold. 

Every one partakes of the honour tint is 
beftowed upon the worthy. 

The BBmber of offenders leflens the dii^ 
grace of the crime ; for a commoo reproach 
is no reproach. Hence^ in populous citieS| 
the frequency of adultery, drunkennefsi rob- 
bery. 

Moral Scnfe* 

No man ever did a defigned injury to ano-^ i 
ther, without doing a greater to hipifelf. 

Man's chief good is an upright mind, 
which no earthly power can beftow, nor take 
from him. 

If you (hould cfcape the ccnfure of others, 
hope not to cfcape your own. 

' A 2 No 
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No maiv is thoroughly contemned by o- 
thcrs, but who is firft contemned by hiniiiBlf. 

A man is more unhappy in reproaching 
himfelf when guiltyi than in being reproach- 
ed by others when innocent. 

The evil I bring upon myl^lf is the hardeft 
to bear. 

7 When intereft is at variance with con< 
fcience, any diftindion to make them friends 
will ferve the hollow-hearted. 

8 Seldom is a man fo wicked but he will en- 
deavour to reconcile, if poffibtej his aftionsi 
with his duty. But fuch chicaning will not 
lay his confcience afleep : It will notwith* 
fhnding haunt him like a ghoftj and frighten 
him out of his wits. 

9 In great crimes, the man's own confcience 
proves often to be the ftrongeft witnefs a- 
gVinft him. 

Our powers and faculties are much, 
limited. 

It is a true obfervation, that no man ever 
excelled in two different arts. It is as cer- 
fii2, there never vr.is a mm, who might 

net 
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not have excelled in fome one art. How is 
it then that their number is fo fcanty i Plain- 
ly firom the 'folly of deeming ourfelves ca^ 
pable of every thing, and of deipifing whs^t 
cofts us the leaft trouble. 

We are often miftaken for men of plea- 
iure, becaufe we are not men of bufinefs ; 
and for men of bufinefsi becaufe we are not 
men of pleafure. A great genius finds lei* 
fure for both 5 an inferior genius for neither. 

Thofe who have great application to trifles,, 
have feldom a capacity for matters of impoiv 
tance. 

t 

Pain affeds us more than Pleafure.- 

Happinefs is lefs valued when we pofllefs it| 
than when wc have loft it. 

Different Pains compared. 

The pains of the mind are harder to bear 
than thofe of the body. 

Pafllon. 

Nothing fo apt to enflame paffion as hopes > 

and fear9 : A young woman of a cahn tenw 

A 3 per- 
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per and n\ockfl deportment is lefe ^pt to sit- 
trz(t loversi than one who k changeable and; 
coquetifli : A man of fenfe and gravity is. 
lefs apt to fucceed with a fine womaui than. 
the gay, the giddy, the fluttering coxcomb. 
i^ A paflion that ingrofles the mind, le^cs 
DO ro'om for any other. 

The plaineft man, animated with paffion^ 
affeAs us more than the greateft oeator with-^^ 
out it. 

We ought to diftruft our paflions, even 
when they appear the moft reafonabie. 

Violent paffions are formed in folitude. Iq^ 
the buftlc of the world no objeft has time to 
. make a deep impreflion.. 

Our Opinions are fwayed more bjf 
Feeling than by Argument. 

ji Every man cfteems his own misfortune 

the greatefl. 
la The prcfent misfortune is always deemed: 

the greateft : And therefore fmall caufcs are 

^ffcient to make a man uneafy, when great 

Qpes.ar^not in the way. 

That 
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That reafon which is favourable to our i^ 
deiires, appears always the beft. 

Change of condition begets new paifions^ 14 
and confequently new opinions. 

In matters of demonfirationi it argues a 
weaknefs of judgment to differ : Not fo in 
natters of opinion ;. for thefe are infiuenced 
1^ afieAion perhaps more than by reafon. 
A plain man, fincere and credulous, will 
build upon very weak teftimony ; while the 
diffident and iufpicious will fcarce be fatifii. 
fied. with, the ftrongeft. It is the province 
of reafon and experience to correft thefe ex- 
tremes. 

It is idle, as well as abfiird, to. impofe our i j 
opinions upon others. ' The fame ground of* 
conviAion operates differently on the" fame 
man in different circumftances, and on dif- 
ferent men in the fame circumftances. 

A man is no fooner found lefs guilty than 16 
expe£ted, but he is concluded more innocent 
than he is. 

Slight perfecution makes converts : Severe i j 
perfecution, on the contrary, hardens die 
heart againjd all conviAi(Mi.. 

' Theft- 
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Thofe who take their opinions upgn truftf 
are always the xnoft .violent 

We judge of moft things by Com- 
partfon. 

A man does but faintly relifh that felicity 
which cofts him nothing : Happy they whom 
pain leads to pleafure^ , 

Joy fuggefts plcafant Thoughts, atid 
Grief thofe that are Melancholy, 

A new forrow recalls all the former. 

A perfon'in diftrefs is more feniible of 
grief than of joy. Hence it is, that thofe 
who have never tailed of affliction, are little 
moved at the diftrefles of others. 

A Man is always in a hurry to de- 
fend his weak fide. 

It is in fome meafure pleading guilty to be 
over hafty or folicitous in making a defence. 

He acknowledges the faft, who turns 
aagrj at an afperfion. 

WhOi 
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Who inceflantly vaunts of his probity and 
honqur, and fwears to gain belief^ has. not 
even the art of counterfeiting. 



Cuftom. 

Men are governed hj cuftom. Not one 
of a thoufand thinks for himfelf; and the 
few who are emancipated, dare not aA up 
to their freedom^ for fear of being thought 
whimfical. 
^ Cuftom is the great leveller. It correAs 
the inequality of fortune^ by leilening equally: 
the pleafures of the prince^ and the pains of 
.the peafant. 

Choofe what is the moft fit| cuftom wUl 
make it the moft agreeable. 

Cuftom beftows eafe and confidence^ even iS. 
in the middle of dangers. 

Our opinions are greatly influenced by ij>. 
cuftpm* 

Manners are in a continual flux ; Former- 
ly, men wer^hypocVitcs of virtue :. Accord- 
ing to the prefcnt mode, they arc hypocrites 
of vice.. 

Mag;- 
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Magnanimity. 

A great mind will neither give an affront^ 
nor bear it. 
ao A firm mind becomes rather more inflex- 
ible by poverty.- .If any thing can mollify 
and render it more fociabte, it mu(t be pro- 
ijpcritf. 

Courage. 

Who kath not courage to revenge, vill^j 
JM^wOiSnd ginerpBtj to for^vt. J 

Coords die many times r The .valiani" 
never tafte of death but once. 

Hope. 

a I Hopci in this mixed (Ute of good and llt» 
is a foleffing^from heaven : The gift of pre* 
fcience would be a curfe. 

Fear. 

An unknown evil is tl|e moft terrible. 
Ignorance is the mother of fear, as well 
as of admiration. A man intimately acn 

quainted 
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isnted witk the natwrc of tUngif kas SeU 

Kioiccafion to be aftoniflxeiL 

Men of a fearful temper are prone to {vh 

icion and cruelty. 

Fear begets apprehenfion, the parent of 

fpicion i and fafpicion begets hatred and 

rtogc* 

There is ^arce a paffion but it able to coil* 2 a 

«r the fear of death : Revengd love^ am^ 

ion, grief, all triumph over it. Death, 

txkf ifaould be no fuch terrible enemyv 

icn it fufomits to fo many conquerors. 

He nHift fear many whom many £nu% 

Chcarfulnefs. 

A cliearful countenance betokens a good 
:art. , 

I love wifiiom that Is gay and civilized, 
arfhndi: and aufterity are unnatural^ and 
icrefore to be fufpeftcd. 
la the chearfuliicfs of Ufe, death is the 23 
aft terrible* 

In thofe gentlemen whom the world for* 
)oth calls wile and folid, there is generally 
ither a morofeneis that perfecutes, or a 

dulncfi 
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dnlneis that tires you. If the good fetift 
they boaft of happen to be ferviceable to yoa 
once in your life^ it is A> Impertinent as t9 
difturb you every day. 

Modefty. 

It is pure hypocrify in a man of quality to* 
decline the place due to his rank : It cofts 
him nothing to take the lowed feat, when 
he is fure the higheft will be prefled upon 
him. Modefty (hows greater refignation in 
thofe of middle rank : If they throw them*- 
felves among the croud, if they take up with 
a difadvantageous fituation^ they are fure to 
remain there j they may be fqueezed to 
pieces^ there is no mortal to take notice of 
them* 

Prudence. 

He who is the floweft to pfomife^ is the 
qulckeft to perform. 

Few accidents are fo unhappy but may be 
mended by prudence: Few fo happy but 
may be ruined by imprudence. 

Over-wary prudence is an invincible ob* 
ftru^on to great and hazardous exploits. 

Candotn> 
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Candour, Diifimulation. 

tt betokens as great a foul to be capable 
of owning a fault, as to be incapable of com- 
mitting it. 

The firft ftep toward vice is to make a 
myftery of what is innocent : Whoever 
loves to hide, will foon or late have reafon 
to hide. 

Hypocrify is a homage that vice pays to 
virtue. 

It is more difficult to diffemblc the fenti- 
ments one has, than to feign thofe he has 
not. 

tt is harder than is commonly thought, 
to diffcmble with thofe we defpife. 

Whoever appears to have much cunning, 
has in reality very little ; b^ing deficient in 
the effential article, which is, to hide cun- 
ning. 

Ambition. 

Ambition is one of thofe paffions that is 24 
never to be fatisfied. It fwells gradually 
with fuccefs; and every acquifition fervcs 
but as a fpur to further attempts. 

B - If 
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If a man could at once accompUfli all Us 
defires, he would be a miierable creatnre; 
for the chief pleafore of this Efe Is to wifli 
and defire. Upon this account, every pnnce 
who afpircs to be defpotlc, afpires to die of 
wearinefs. Searching every kingdom for 
the man who has the leaft comfort in life, 
Where is he to be &and ? — ^In the royal pa- 
lace—What ? His majefty? Yes, cfpeclal- 
ly if he be dc(potic. 

Pride. 

None are fo invincible as your halfwit- 
ted people : They know juft enough to ex- 
cite their pride, not enough to cure it. 

A proud man is like Nebuchadnezzar : 
He fets up his image to be worfhipped by 
all. 

A man of merit in place, is never trouble- 
fome by his pride. He is not elated with 
the poft he fills, bccaufe of a greater he has ' 
not, of which he knows himfelf worthy. 

Anxiety ^nd conftraint are the conftant 
attendants of pride. 

The 
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The fame littlenefs of foul that makes a 
man difpife inferiors, and trample on them, 
makes hhn abjeftly obfequious to faperiors. 

Pride, which ralfes a man in his own o^ 
pinhon above his equals, is eaiilj difobliged, 
l^ut not eafily obliged ; favours from inferi- 
ors being conceived as duties, omiifions as 
crimes. The vain are eafily obliged, and 
eaiily difobliged. It is a rare cafe to meet 
with one that is eafily obliged, hut not cafily 
difobliged ; becaufe few have a lefs opinion 
of themfclves than thejr deferve. To thofc 
only it belongs Who are pofleflcd of thoi;ough 
good fenfe, not to be eafily obliged nor caftly 
difobliged. 
, Pride is T^6rfe to bear than cruelty. 

Pride, more than defe£t of judgement, 
breeds oppofition to eftablilhed principles. 
We chufe rather to lead than to follow. 

Vanity* 

Self-conceit is none of the fmalleft blef- 
fings from heavtn. 

Vanity, where it makes a man value him* 
felf upon good actions, is no defpicaUe qua* 
lity. 

B 2 The 
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The good humour of fomc, Is owiag to 
an incxhauftiblc fund of felf-conceit. 

Flattery is a falfe coin, which our vanitj 
makes currents 

25 The vain fancy the flatteries of their own 
imagination to be the voice of fame. . 

We fancy that we hate flattery, when wt 
only hate the manner of it. 

Generally we fpeak ill of others, rather 
out of vanity th^i malice. 

Avarice. 

Men do not grow more covetous as they 
grow old : Their temptations only to part. 
, with money grow lefs vigorous and lels fre- 
quent. 

26 JMoney Simulates avarice^ does not fa- 
tisfy it. 

The mifer is a friend to none, but a bit- 
ter enemy to himfelf. 
2J The avaricious man has no friend, be- 
caufe he has no friend(hip for any man. E- 
ven his dependents negleA him in ficknefs 
^ or m advcrfity, when he has not power to"^ 
hurt them* ; 

Ridicule^ 
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Ridicule. 

Nothing is ridiculous but what is deform- 
ed : Nor is anj thing proof agaunft raillery . 
but what is handfome and juft. 

Men make themfelves ridiculous, not fo 
much by the qualities they have, as by the 
affeftation of thofe they have not. 

Nothing blunts the edge of ridicule fo ef- 28^ 
fe^ually as good humour. 

Pofitivenefs. 

He who deals in blaming others for being-, 
pofitive, gives them their revenge, for they 
conclude him fo. 

A 4ogniatical tone is.a.fure fign of igno- 
rance. I am fond to dictate to others what 
I have learnt a moment before ; and becaufe 
it is new to me, I conclude it is fo to all the* 
world. Knowledge thoroughly digefted be- 
comes habitual: The pofiefibr by degrees 
forgets, that things now £9 familiar were 
ever unknown to himfelf or to others* The 
ygnity of novelty is go^e,. and he talks of 
Ba the/ 
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the mod abftrufc points with coohiers a 
, indifference* 

Loquacity. 

He generally talks xnoft who has leaft 
fay. 

He that fays all he knows^ will readily i 
what he doth not know. 

There is who is witty, and inftruAs ir 
ny, and yet is unprofitable to himfelf. Su< 
is wife in words, but fooliih in deeds. 

To fay little and perform much, is t! 
charafteriftic of a great nund. 

As the climbing up of a fandy hilt is 
the aged, fo is a wife full of words to 
^uiet man. 

Induftry. 

ap A man who gives his children a habit 
induftry, provides, for them better than I 
giving them a ftock of money. 

The aftive do commonly more than th< 
are bound to do : The indolent do commoi 
)y lefi. 

Juftii 
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Juftice and Injuftice. 

Weighty is the anger of the righteouff. 
He threatens many who injures one. 

Benevolence. 

Benevolence b allied to few vices ; felfifh- 
nefs to fewer virtues* 

Miftake not the felfiih, as if they only un- 
derftood their own intereft. On the conr 
trary, none err more widely from it. The 
good-natured man is the truly felfifii. Be-* 
nevolence procures a fiock of friends and 
welI-wiiherS| of 'greater value than a ftock 
of money. Thefe will be of condant uie 
and fatisfa£tion : Many times they bring re* 
lief in pkichkig neceffity, when riches prove 
vain and unferviceable. 

Gratitude. 

Faith and gratitude are moftly to be exr 
pelted from thofe of your own rank. 

To the grateful every favour becomes 36 
double; the ungrateful lofe the iingle through 
the pain of a return. 
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Wrongs are engraf ed on cnarUe^ benefits 
en fand. They are fometimes acknowledged^ 
rarely requited. 

He who complains heavily df fii^ows 
with-held, will be ungrateful when they 
are bellowed. The man who cannot di- 
fiinguifh liberality from jufticej will never 
think himfelf bound to be grateful. 

You may iboner expeft a favour from him^ 
who has already done you onej than from 
hio^ to whom you have done it. 

It is hard to find one that a man of Tpirit 
would be obliged to. For Tome men are as 
fordid in beftowing favours as in making 
bargains: They expcft profit equally from, 
both. 

Too great hurry in repaying an obligation, 
is a fpecies of ingratitude. 

Friendfhip. 

Entire friends are like two fouls in one 
body: They can give or receive nothing; 
all is common betwixt them. Cares and 
good* offices ^do not even merit to be put to 
account : Names that denote diviflon and 

difference. 



I 21 J 

difference, fuch^ as, benefits, obligation^ in* 
treaties, thanks, gratitude, are odious to 
them. 

Something to be wifbed like home that 
is not home, like alone that is not aloacj 
found in a friend only, or in his houfe. 

A fordid mind is incapable of friendfhip. 

It is not eafy to love thofc we do not e- 
Aeem. It is harder ^111 to love thofe who 
have more merit than we have. 

The difficult J is not fo great to die for a 31 
friend, as to find a friend worth dying for. 

He who can pride himfelf upon an exten- 32 
five acquaintance^ is incapable of true firiend- 
fhip. ^ 

Our good or bad fortune depends - greatly 33 
on the choice we make of our friends. 

Beware equally of a fudden friend, and a 
flow enemy. 

The friendfhip that is formed infenfibly, 
and without profefiing much, is generally 
lading. 

You arc not to believe a profeffing friend, 
more than a threatening enemy. As no 
man intends mifchicf who forewarns you of 

it, 
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h, lb BO num wiH fare yon who (ays he is 
your femnt. 

Few have the coon^ to conrcfl their 
friendsy becaafe few have die courage to 
fujBer corrcdion. 

34 The boldeft attempt of (rieiidlhip 19 not 
when we difcovcr oar failings to our firiend, 
bat when we difcoxer to him his own. 

It is more difficult to give judgement be^ 
twixt firiends than betwixt enemies. 

35 Breach of friendship begets the bittereft 
enmity. 

Afafent from tny friend, my wifh is to be 
with him for comfort in my diftrefs. Bot 
when fortunate, my wifh is to have him 
with me, that he may partake of my happi* 
nefi. 

Love. 



36 Nothing more excites to every tjWfig noble 
and generous, than virtuous love. 

That love which increafes by degrees, is 
fo like friendfhjp, that it can never be vio- 
lent* 

When 
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' Wlien a man has ^ paffion for an iU*fa« 
voured woman, it muft needs be violent. 

Mqi often go from love to ambition, but 
feldom return from ambition to lov^. 

Peculiarities of age and fex. 

Tiie young are Haves to novelty, the old 
to cuftom. 

No preacher is fo fuccefsful as time. It 
gives a turn of thought to the aged, which 
it was icnpoffible to infpire while they were 
j^oung. 

Fricndfliip, love, benevolence, pity, and 
all the foclal paf&o^s which figure in the 
generous warmth of youth, iofe ground in- 
fenfibly upon the approach of age ; while 
the felfifh paffions are continually gaining 
ground ; witncfs parfimony in particular. 
Hence Ariftotlc well obferves, that friend- 
(hip among the old is founded more fre- 
quently upon inteacft, than upon affedion. 

The errors of young men arc the ruin of 
bufinefs : the errors of old age have no worfc 
confcquence than to delay or prevent thuigs 
From being done. 

Unmarried 
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Unmarried men are the beft friends^ tlu 
bed maders, the beft fervants, but not al 
ways the beft fubjeds *, a wife and childra 
4>eing hoftages to the public. 
' Women engage themfeives to the men b] 
Che £ivours they grant : Men diienga'gi 
themfeives from the women by the favour 
they receive. 

You may find many women who neva 
were engaged in any gallantry ; but it Is ran 
to find a woman who never was engaged in 
more than one. 

In the firft pafiion, women have commoA* 
ly an aflTefUon for the lover: They love arite 
ward for the pleafure of loving. 

The beginning of love is in the power oi 
every one : To put an end to it, in the powd 
of none. 

Abfence cools moderate love, but inflanMi 
what is violent ; juft as the wind blows out J 
candle, but kindles a fir«. 

Coldnefs in friendfhip has generally x 
caufe : In love there is commonly no otbci 
reafon for loving no more, than having lo- 
ved too much. Decay of love, as well a 
its commencement, appear from the troubl 

an( 
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and confufion lovers are m when left to- 
gether. 

There is no reafon for blaming inconlElan. 
cy as a (;rime. It is no more in one's power 
to love or not to love, than to be in healtli 
or out of order. All that can be demand- 
ed from the fickle is, to acknowledge their 
changei and not to add deceit to inconftan- 
cy. 

True love is more frequent than true 
friendfhip. 

As nice as we arc in love, we forgive 37 
more faults in that than in friendfhip. £x- 
poftulations betwixt friends end generally 
ill, but well betwixt lovers. 

If one may judge of love by many of its 
effects, it refembles hatred more than friend* 
fhip. 

Favourites. 

Show me a weak prince, I'll fhow you his 
favourites. 

The great grow weary of favourites, when 38 
they have nothing more to beftow on them. 

Hatred againft favourites proceeds from 
the love of favour, and is envy in difguife. 
C Rcfcnf 
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Refentment. 

yj Unjnft rcfentRient if always the fierccft. 
It in a mirerable thing to be injured by 
of whom we dare not complain. 

Nothing more eafy than to do mifchief: 
Nothing more difficult than to fufier witKtytt 
complaining. 

Hatred. 

It is an ordinary good to be loved by iB 
forts of people ; but a ^reat evil to have one 
enemy: So much. a ftronger paffion is ha^ 
trcd than love, and fo much more oppor- 
tunity is there of doing ill than good. 

When we hate too violently, we make a. 
meaner figure than thofe we hate. 

Envy. 

40 Envy flames higheft againu: one of the 

fame rank and condition. 
'41 An envious man will facrifice his own in- 
tcrefl: to ruin another. 

He bears envy beft, who is either coura- 
geous or happy. 

Envv-. 
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Envy caanat exift in perfeflion without a 42 
fecrct efteem of the pcrfon envied. 

Self-partiality. 

£veiy man, however little^ makes a figure 43 
in liis own eyes. 

If we did not firft flatter ourfelveSj the 
flattery of others would not hurt us. 

Self-partiality hides from us thofc very 44 
faults in ourfelves which we fee and blame in 
others. 

Our enemies approach nearer truth in the 
judgment they form of us, than we our- 
ftlves do. 

The coward reckons »himfelfcautiom> the 
mifer frugal.' 

How foft are we to th'ofe who injure o. 
thers, bow fevere upon thofe who injure us ! 

Ingratitude is of all crimes what in our- 
felves we account the moft venial, in others 
the moft unpardonable. 

The injuries we do and thofe we fufler are 45 
feldom Avcighed in the fame balance. 

Men .generally put a greater value upon 
C2 the 
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thefa?ours they beftow^ than upon thefe 
they receive. 
46 A man will lay hold of any pretext to lay 
his faults upon another. 

It is as hard to be wife in one's own con- 
cern, as it is eafy in the concern of another. 

To laugh at men of humour, is the prip 
Tilege of the ferious blockhead. 

None are more loath to take ajeft, thaq 
they who are the moft forward to beftow it. 

He that trufts the moft to himfelf/ is but 
the more eaflly deceived, becaufe he thinb 
he cannot be deceived. 

Were wifdom y^ be fold, fhe would give 
no price: Every man is fatxsfied with the 
ihare he has from Nature. 

Praife, Blame. 

Men are more likely to be" praifcd into 
virtue, than to be railed out of vice. 

How comes it that man, fo much a felt 
admirer, fhould regard more the opinion of 
the world than his own ? If by fome deity 
we were comnaanded to declare publicly c- 
vcry fecret intention of our hearts, how 

IhouM 
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iliould we abhor the dire neceffity ? Is it 

tl>at yse are mpre afipid of an evil reputation, 

than of an- evil confcicnce ? 
.We take lefs pains to be viftuous, than 

toperfuade the world that we are. 

Men are not always averfe to difcover 

their faUipgs. One complains of the badnefs 
.-oijtus ixiexnory^ fatisfied to give you a hint of 

his. judgment. Tou need not be afraid of 

accafiog one for heedleiTnefs ; for Ixis want 
.of: attention to trifles^ fuppofes his applica- 
"Itxan to be wholly beftowed upon matters qf 

importance. A man of great genius, fortified 

jrith . extenfive experience, may fafely fay, 

that he knows no book, and that he has quite 

aeglefled his ftudies. 
■Jit ihows a littlenefs of mind, and a con- 

fcioufnefs of inward defeat, to be at pains 
-to^gain confideration by expence and fhow. 

Who. would prefer ve the admiration of the 
^{qUic, mud carefully conceal the meafure 
.of his capacity. As a river ftrikes us with 
.dicad only while we are Ignorant of its ford, 

fo a man attradts our veneration only while 
.^fbcL bounds of his ability are undif covered*. 
C 3 Ir. 
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It is our fancy of the vaftncfs of his merit, 
that bedows on him efteem and pre-emr« 
nence. 

It is difficult to poifefs great fame and 
great eafe at the fame time. Fame, like 
fire, is with difficulty kindled, is cafily in- 
creafed, but dies away if not continually 
fed. To prefervc fame alive, every enter- 
prife ought to be a pledge of others, fo as to 
keep mankind in conftant expeftation. 

Nothing fo uncertain as general rcputi* 
tion. A man injures me from humoxxfi 
paffion, or intereft 5 hates me becaufe bfi 
has injured me ; and fpeaks ill of me be- 
caufe he hates me. 

Many fhining aftions owe their fuccefi 
to chance, though the general or ftatdman 
runs away with the applaufe. 

A fmall infidelity to ourfelves, takes more 
from our efteem, than a great one to others. 
A fmall favour to ourfelves will weigh more 
thsm a great one to others. How^ precari- 
ous muft the opinions of men be of one ano- 
ther? 

TfBC 
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'.True praife is frequently the lot of the 
'bumble; falfe praife is always confined tt> 
the great. 

Profperity, Adverfity. 

. He who is puffed up with the firft gale of 47 
profperity, will bend beneath the firft blaft 
of adverfity. 

Bear adverfity, that you may learn to bear 48 
fMroiperity. Adverfity .ng vcr diftrefled any 
one^ whom profperity did not blind. 

Wha cannot bear great affliftion,^ will ne- 
ver bear fmall. 

Nothing is fo apt to corrupt the heart as 49 
fuddeni exaltation. 

Adverfity is the bcft fchool of virtue. 50 

The more a man is exalted, the more li- 5 1 
able he is to a reverfe of fortuue. 

Reproof in adverfity hath a double ftlng. 
, Even drcfs is apt to inflame a man's opi- 5:1 
nioa of himfelf. 

Regulation of our defires. : 

The happieft ftation is that which neither 
totally fubjefts a man to labour, nor totally 
exempts him from it. 

f Seldom 
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jS^tdQip. would JVC dcfbe, with ardoii^, jrcr(f 

dlrqJt)^pr9^bI7:S^2!Ju^nted ,.with .what.;MpC|<|fc^ 

, fire. 

Who is^allo'vyed more liberty than is rdk 

fonablc, will defirc more than is allowed* ' 

-^ JMa»y lofe the reliih of what ; t;hey pQ@c% 

ij^y rdpfiringwhat.thcy pofilbfs not, ^ 

The rich are generally the n^pft nef e(Sr 

It; is. far more^aiy to fupprefs the firft,,j/5^ 
pure defiyc, than to fatisfy .all that follojv. 

Vhfue-is.po enemy to pleafure, grandei% 
or glory : tier proper office is to regjulatc.qw 
dq$rcs, tl^at we njay -enjpy every hlcflinf 
with moderation^ and lofe theox without dip 
content. 

In^allwell-inftituted oonunom/^ealths, care 
has been taken , to limit . mens poff^flioi^. > 
There are many reaions, and one in parfir 
cular,,. which is not often confidered, that: 
when bounds are let to our defires, by ha* ; 
, fing as much a^ the laws will permit, ' pri»- - 
▼ate intcred is at ^n <!• J, and wc have no * 
remaining occupation but to take care of the ;; 
public* 

ThcLl 
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The prafticc that came to prevail in Romr» 
of diftributing magiltracics witho-i refpcft 
to age, was a wide ftep towards the ruin of 
:hat commonwealth. 'Ihey who in vouth 
tafted of fupreme honours, had nothing left 
them to defire, but a continuance of the faxe 
For life. The defire wfi*> inlian»ci by obftnic- 
lions in the conftitution of the t'laie. 'T\xz\z 
ibdruCiions could not be furzi*ciir,iCfi, but bv 
:rampling upon the laivs. The great s-.rr. 
t^ent to anns^ and the ccsiiijonwesLih vac 
wnihilated. 

Happinefs and mifcrj depend mc:\. 
ly on ourfelvcs. 

It is BOt what we poSefs that zi^ka ^ 
lappy, but what we enjoy : It a ret ^'5;.> $ ^ 

^c have not that gives us pain, be: wi ar ^ 
lefirc- In defiring nothing, king- ^ 

iapp79 as he who hath all and ^^^^^v^ 
3ow many things may therd"! ^^ *^^^ ^ V ''''' 
:hc grcatcft prince ? To flecp ^X>^^^ ftc 

jrakein plenty ; to live in t ^^^^ ^ ^> anc 

iffcftion of every one : W'« * ^^^^^|^>>k 
:o make fuch a one happy r ^^"^ ^^ :^^ ^ "^erfant 

^^^^r, anc 
liave hi 
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iDfiDt, No wonder then fo many are mife- 
rable. 

Man creates more difcontent to himfdf| 
than ever is occafloned by others. 

If you live according to nature, you*ll tif 
dom be poor ^ if according to opinion, n^ 
ver rich. 

Poverty falls heavy upon him oi^y who 
efteems it a misfortune. 

Adver£ty borrows its fharpeft fting fctm 
our impatience. 

Tholie who are the mod in love with the 
world, arc the moft fenfibly jilted by it- 
; Virtue and good behaviour are natucalfy 

produftive of good fortune. 

6 Temperance, by fortifying the mind and 

'^ody, leads to happinefs. Intemperance, bj 

^-nervating the mind and body, ends general- 

' , ^ ndcvil proceed from ourfclvcs. i 

f V wtxich J!j^ terrible to Cicero, indifferent 
^^^n bound, aj^^^^ble to Cato. 
^jjOg as much .^^ yjjeafy by thinking of death, 
^jjfC mtcren is^^^ ^y thinking of life, 
^jjjaining occu. tjavcrfcs of fortune, which 
oublic humour with the world, a fo- 

^ lid 
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'Bd' littaeliinettt to virtae and ph3o(bpbj is 
JUr only ihield. 

' The man whom no bodf pleafcs. Is more 
■inhappj than he whom no body is picafed 
Snth. 

The moft hnhappy of all men b he who 
toielieTes himfelf to be fo. 

Education. 

Men commonly owe their ^iitne or their 57 
"Vice to education as mach as to nature. 

Plato reproving a young man for laying 
1 -at fome childifli game } You chide me, fays 
the youthy for a trifling fault. Cuftom, re- 
{died the philofopher, is no trifle. And^adds 
Montaigne, he was in the right; for oor 
vices begin in infancy. 

There is no fuch fop as my young mafier 
of his lady-mother^s making. She blows 
him up with felf-conceit, and there he flops. 
She makes a man of him at twelvCi and a 
boy all his life after. 

To women that have been converfant in 
the world, a gardener is a gardener, and a 
mafon a mafon. To thofc who have been 

bred 
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bred in a retired way^ a' gardener is a mtn, 
and a mafon is a man. And then every 
thing proves a temptation to thofe who are 
afiraid. 

58 To enure young pecfons to bear patiently 
fmall injuries, is a capital branch of educah 
tion : Nothing tends more effeAually to & 
cure men againft great injuries. 

5P Good education is a choice blei&ng : Bat 
innate virtue fometimes makes vigorous A ( 
forts under all difadvantages. 

An infallible way to make your child mi- 
ferable, is to fatisfy all his demands. Pa{> 
fion fwells by gratification } and the impot 
fibility of fatisfyiDg every one of his de- 
mands, will oblige you to ftop ihort at laft| 
after he has become a little headftrong. 

Government. 

However defirable authority may appear, 
yet, confidering the weakhefs of man, and 
the intricacies of government, it is more a* 
greeable to the nature of moft men to follow 
than to lead. It gives great eafe to have our 
road traced out, in which we may walk at 

Icifure, 
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Jeifurei not burdened with the concerns of 
others. 

As the councils of a- common weahh are 
generally more public than thofe of a mo- 
narchy, fo generally they are more fair and 
'honeft. 

The conviflion of being free, makes the 
people eafy in a republic, even where they 
are more burdened than under an arbitrary 
monarch. 

A . difintercfted love for one's country can 
only fubfift in fmall republics. This affec- 
tion leffens as it is extended , and in a great 
(late vanilheth. 

Cruel laws may depopulate a city, but will 
fcarce reform it. 

It is an obferration of I'hucydides, that 
tnen arc more enraged at an unjud decree, 
than at a private aA of violence. 

Our imaginary wants, which, in number, 
far exceed the real, arife from viewing o- 
. thers in a better condition than ourfelves. 
Hence, in a ftate where all are equally op- 
preiled, without any reTpcA of perfons, we 
find lefs difcontent and heart-burnings, than 
D ia 
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in a milder government, where tbe iUjef 

are unequal^ burdened. 

Couriier. 

All the ikUI of a court is, to fbllow tb 
Prince's prefent humour, talk the prefia 
language, ferve the- prefent ttinij and mJb 
ufe of the prefent intereft for advaocemeat.' 

There is no other ftudy in the court fi 
Princes, but how to pleafe; because thcQCi 
man makes his fortune by making himfil 
agreeable. Hence it comes, that ccmrtia 
are fo puliihed. But, in towns and mNt 
blics, where men advance their fortune bj 
labour and induftry, the laft of their cares is 
fo be agreeable 5 and it is that which keep 
f hem fo clowniih. 
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CHAP. II. 

Prejudices and BiafTes founded on 
Human Nature. 

WE efteem things according to their 
intriniic merit t It is ftrange maa 
ihould be an exception. We prize a horfe 
for his flrength and courage, not for his 'far* 
niture. We priic a man for his fumptuons 
palace, his great train, his Taft revenue s jet 
theTe are his furniture, not his mind. 

The riches, nay the drefs, of the fpeaker, 
mnll recommend the moft trifling thoughts : 
His motions and grimaces appear of impor- 
tance. It cannot be, we think, but that the 
man who enjoys To many pofts and prefier- 
ments, wha is fo haughty and high-ipirited, 
muft know more than the common peofde. 

Let a man of the moft moderate parts be 

raifcd to an exalted fiation, and our heart 

comes to be infcnfibly filled with awe, di- 

flance, and refpef^. Let him fink down a- 

D 2 gain 
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gain among the crowd, and we are furprifed 
what hath become of his good qualities. 

Let not the pomp that furrounds the great 
dazzle your underftanding. The Prince, fo 
magnificent in the fplcndour of a court, ap- 
pears behind the curtain but a common man. 
trsfbliition and care haunt him . as much as 
another ; and fear lays hold of him in the . 
midil of his guards. 

The true couveniencies of life are com* 
xnon to the King with his meaneft fubjeO. 
The King's fleep is not fwccter, nor bis ap- 
petite better. 

A rich man cannot enjoy a found mind, 
nor a found body, without exercife and ab* 
ftlnence 5 and yet thefe arc truly the woA 
ingredients of poverty. 

The pomp which diftinguifhes the gmC 
man from the mob, defends him not from 
the fever, nor from grief. Give a Prince all 
the names of Majefty that are found in a fo- 
lio dictionary, the firft attack of the gout wQI 
make him forget his palace and his guardl 
If he be in choler, will his princedom fecure 
him from .turning pale, and gnafhing hit 
teeth like a fool ? The fmalleft prick of a 
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nail| the flighteft paiEon of the foul| is ca- 
pable to render infipid the monarchy of the 
world. 

Leifure and folitudci the moft valuable 
bleffinp that riches can procure^ are avoided 
by the opulent^ who, weary of themfelTCfp 
fly to company and bufinefs for relief. 
Wbece, then, lies the advantage of riches o^- 
ver poverty i 

The great and the little are more upon a 60 
level than they themfelves are aware of: The 
ijplendour of the former is more than com« 
genfated by the fecurity of the latter. 

Wifdom is better than riches i neverthe- 
l§fk the poor man's wifdom is deipifed, and 
his words are not heard. 

A civility from a fupcrior is equivalent to- 
a real fervice from an equal I How much^ 
theoi is it the intercft of the great to be af» 
fiible ? 

The leaft coldnefs or incivility from our 
betters makes us hate them. But they need 
not be in pain ; the firft fmile fets all to 
fights. 

IVcak mortal I a great man in his poflioa 
calls your friend a fool. I do not pretend 
*j'Vjt-;i D 3 you. 
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you fiiould tell him he is miftakcn, I (mlj 
beg you to think fo. 

To gain a breachi conduA an embafl^i 
govern a people^ are {hining a£tions. To 
fell, pay, love, hate, laugh, rejoice^ con* 
Tcrfc, property or honeftly, to be firm to a 
true interefl:, to be hit and candid, are 
things more rare', more difficult, and yet Idk 
confplcuous. 

The virtue of Alexander appears to me 
lefs vigorous than that of Socrates. Sbcnh 
tes in Alexander's place I can readily coik 
ceive : Alexander in that of Socrates I ca» 
not. Alexander will tell you, he can fubdce 
the world : It was a greater work in St>CHh 
tes to fulfil the whole duties of Kfe. Wortli 
confi'fts moft, not in great, but in good ac- 
tions. 
61 We are apt to rebkon as nothing the vir- 
tues of the heart, while we idolize the t> 
tents of the body or mind. One fliall fay of 
himfelf coldly; and without thinking to of- 
fend modefty, that he is conftant, faithfol, 
honeft, grateful 5 yef dare not acknowledge 
that he has vivacity, or that he has wlute 
teetb^ or a good complexion. ' 
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Beauty of mind, firmnefs of foul| diHn* 

tcreftedneis, exteniive capacity,* make real 

merit ; and yet they are not the apteft to 

raife admiration. I have known an advice 

given by a man of figure, which would have 

proved the ruin of a great ftate : I have 

known a contrary one followed after mature 

deliberation, that proved its prefervation, 

* without fo much reputation to the author, as 

he would have gained by defeating a party 

of fix hundred horfe. Events of this kind 

ftrike the eye and imagination of every one : 

Good ienfe and refined policy are obvious to 

fiew, becaufe they are not difcovered but by 

>» train of reflexion. 

Cty to the multitude. There goes a learn-. 
ed man $ every one is (truck with admiration 
and refpeA. Cry, There goes a good maa; 
no mortal regards. We are curious to- know 
whether he underftand Latin and Greek; 
but whether he has become a better man, 
BO body inquires. Yet one ihould imagine, 
the principal end of learning, is not merely 
to knoWj but to know for fome end or pur«. 

pofCf 
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^'iScQs Qs more than a folid pleafure in ^U 
ftffion. 

Expeftation takes up more joy on trnft 
than'fruitieh can difcharge: ' It imagines its 
roies all flower a^R^o prickle : Men al^ 
ways forecount their wives prudent^ and 
their children dutiful. A good unlook'd foi^ 
is' a virgin happinefs ; whereas they who 
obtain what has been long expeAed, only 
marry whom they have deflowered. 

Wcpzrt more eafily with what wc pof- 
fe(s, than with our expe£hitions of what we 
wiih for; becaufe expectation always goes 
beyond enjoyment. 

Things remote, whether in time or place, 
make littlo impreffion. A fmall reward will 
fatisfy a great fervice long paft. Artful people, 
therefore, never pay beforehand, or while the 
work is frefli in memory. The intereft of 
their money, is not the only thing that it fa- 
vcd by fuch delay. 

Report gives more fcope to the imagina- 
tion than ocular infpeAion. Had we been 
prefent when Caligula's horfe was made a 
conful, we fhould have been lefs aftoniflied, 
than we are by the hiftorical relation. 

The 
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The more powerful, thoqgh it is he wha 
is injured^ is commonly deemed the aggref-' 
for. 

Death, whether it regards ourielves or o- 
thers, Appears Icfs tenjUe in war than at 
hom«. The cries q$ women and childreni 
friends in anguiflij a dark i-oom, dim tap^ 
priefts^nd phyficiansi are what affect us the 
mofl: on death-bed. Behold us already tncnt 
than half dead and buried. 
^3 Narrow minds think nothing right that is 
above their own capacity. 



CHAP. IIL 

Peculiarities that depend on Gha- 
raAer and Condition. 

THOSE who are the moft faulty, are the 
moft prone to find faults in others. 
They who are incapable of doing wrongi 
are little apt to fu(pe4t others. 

The 
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The eafineis and indifference of fome p^- 
fons hath an air of weaknefs^ readily mifap- 
prehended for want of courage; efpecially 
on ordinary occafiodl^which are not of im- 
portance to difturb tHfcir quiet. But let 
thefe fame perfons be engaged in fome inte- 
refting fcene, what will make a noife in the 
worlds and glory will Toon difcover their true 
temper, 

Unacquamtednefs with danger, makes the 
fiery brave, the phlegmatic fearful. This 
apprehends too much, that too little. 

Some run headlong into danger, becaufe 
they have not courage to wait for it. 

The irrefolute never profecute their views, 
fo long as they have any excuTc left for de- 
laying. 

When it becomes ncceflary for the irrefo- 
lute to aft, they feel a great difference be- 
twixt inclination and will, betwixt will and 
refoluti6n, betwixt refolutioti and the choice 
of proper means, and betwixt this choice 
and the preceding to a£tion. 

A man is never entirely cngroflcd by 
plcafurc, who can mix bufinefs with it. He 

quits 
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quits and retakes it at will i and in the de 
he makes of it, finds a relaxation of mind| 
not a dangerous charm to corrupt him. It 
U not fo with the 2^#cr^ ^^^ ^'^g^^ i ^|^ 
whenever, by a change of circumftances, they 
tafte of vokiptuoufnefs, are inchanted with 
its fweets ; and nature being in them wea- 
ried with hardfliips and inconveniencieS| a* 
bandons itfelf wholly to delight. They con- 
traA an averfion to the feverities of their 
paft life; what appeared virtuous, now vp- 
pears grofs and morofe : And the foul, 
which imagines itfelf to be undeceived of 
an old error, is incbanted with its nev 
ftate. 

Some pcrfons are with their friends, ai 
the generality of women with their loven; 
whatever fervices you have done them^ they 
ceafe to love you when you ccafc to pleafc 
them.. Difgufted alfo, like them, with long 
acquaintance, they arc fond of the plcafurei 
of a new friendfliip. 

It is a miferable ftate, to have few tlJngi 
to dcfire and many to fear ; and yet that is 
commonly the much envied cafe of princes. 

Without 
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Without defire, the mind languifhe^ ; with 
fear, it never can be ferene. 

The honour received by princes from their 
iependentSj is not true honour i the refpoA 
Is paid to the* royalty i not to the man. Gran- 
deur deprives a prince of the liberal com« 
merce of fociety : He fees no face about him 
without a maik. 

The parade and ceremony belonging to 6^ 
the great, are a fad reftraint upon their free* 
dom. 

With refpcft to the bpulent, this greateft 
plcafurcs of fcnfe turn difguftful by excc(s> 
or grow languid for want of difficulty. 

Men in high profperity are in a precarious 65 
fiate ; many accidents to diforder and dif- 
compofei few to plcafe. 

One would hardly wifh for uninterrupted 
profperity, when he refleAsi that pride, an- 
ger, vain-glory, and detraAion, are its ordi- 
nary attendants. 

The enjoyments of a plentiful fortune, 
and the gladnefs of profperity, fumilh fo 
much mirth, that it is common to fee tti ex- 
uberant laugh beftowed upon a monkey, a 
dwarf, or upon a cold jeft. But men of 
£ inferior 



inferior forttmes, laugh not but where ibmA 
is occafion. 

It It folly to truft tothe gratitude .of 
in high ftation. What they receive^ b'< 
iidered as afervicCy not a fiivour. Vkti 
this furprifiog. The natural intercoiifffece»* 
tainly is, that fuperiors fhould befiow^ ni 
inferiors be thankful. 9 ' 

It is a £bowy thing, to bnild a pabioe, Hy 
out a garden, or appoint an equipage. Thb 
the great underftand, this they pique thcoe 
felves upon. But to fill a heart ^hJ0)% 
reftore content to the afflicted, or rdiere de 
ziecefiitous, thefe fall not within the rca4 
of their five fenfes ; they do not compr^ 
hcnd, they have no relifh for fuch adlions. 

Few of us would be lefs corrupted than 
kings are, were we, like them, bciet inth 
flatterers, and poifoned with that verminc* *' 

An ancient philofopher obferved, that the 
fons of princes learned nothing to purpate 
but to manage the great horfe, which Enows 
not to flatter, but will as readily throw the 
king as the peafant. 

Inllft 
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Inlift. me among the troops of a private 
mao, I aDi Tberfites. Place me at the head 
of an army^ I am Achilles himfelf. 

No man ever fought well who had a hal- 
ter about his neck. 

Admiration is the pafllon of the vulgar, 
arifingi not from the perfeflion of the oh- 
jcil, but firom the ignorance of the fpc£b- 
tor» The moft refined genius is the m<^ 
referved upon that point. 

Nothing can poifon the contentment of a 66 
man wl)o Uves by his labour, but to make 
blm rich. 

I have fcarcc known a peafant that was 
troubled with one moment's thought how he 
ihould pais his laft hour. Nature teacheth 
him not to think of death before it comes, 
and then he behaves with a better grace 
tban Ariftotle himfelf, whom death di- 
ftrefled doubly, in itfelf, and in anxious 
forefight. 

Few are able to refleA that they have 
been young, and how difiScult at that time 
it was to preferve temperance or chaftity. 
They condemn the fallies of youth, as if 
they had never tafted of them. It gives 
£ a them 



thea pain another flioidd pomciL-. ^y^^ 
fures they are no longer in a capacity to -s 
joy. It is a fentiment of envy. 

The firft and moft important Seaak f^ 
liijf IS fweetnefs of temper. Hcaveni 
abt give to the female fex infinnatkm ■ 
perfnafion, in order to be iurly: It did s 
Biake them weak, in order to be imperioi 
It did not give them a fweet Tcucey in on 
to be employed in fcolding: It did notp 
vide them with delicate features, in order 
be disfigured with anger. A wife fitqai 
ly has caufe to lament her condidon>| 
never to utter bitter complaiota. A 1 
band too indulging, is apt to make an 
peninent wife ; but, unlefs he be a monf 
fweetnefs of temper In his wife will refl 
him to good humour^ and foon or late 
umph over him. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Rtiles for the Condud of Life. 



Gjnfcience. 

A Man of integrity will never liften to 6^ 
any reafon againft confcience. 

Let £ime' be regardedi but confcience 
mucli more. It is an empty joy to appear 
better than you are ;. but a great bleifing to 
be what you ought to be. J;^ 

Men are guided lefs by con(cienc<f*kfaan by 
glory : And yet, the fhorteft way to glory, is 
to be guided by confcience. 

Take counfel of thine own heart, for there 
is not a i]K)re faithful monitor. 

Self-command. 

Happinefs is a never- £iiling attendant on- 

felf-conunand : No ipan can enjoy without 

inqtiaetiade what be cannot lofi: without pain* 

£ 3 Ancientt 
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Ancient Lacedemon affords an admirabk 
inftruAion for fubduing our paffions. Cor- 
tain occupations were appointed for each 
fex, for every hour, and for every feafon of 
- life. In a life always aAive, the paffions 
have no opportunity to deceive, feduce^ or 
corrupt. Induftry is an excellent guard to 
virtue. 
68 Let your conduft be the refult of delibe* 

ration, never of impatience. 
6p In the conduA of life, let it be one great 
aim, to fhow that every thing yea do pio- 
ceed^ from yourfelf, not from your pftfltou. 
Chryfippus rewards in joy, chaflifes in wrath, 
doth every thing in paffion. No perfon 
flands in awe of Chryfippus^ no perfim is 
grateful to him. Why I Becaufe it is not 
Chryfippus who aAs» but his paifions. W$ 
fhun him in wrath as we fhun a wild beaftj 
and this is all the authority he hath over us. 
There is no condition that doth not fit 
well upon a wife man. I fhall never ^nr- 
pcl with a philofopher for living in a palace \ 
but will not excufe him if he cannot con- 
tent himfelf With a cottage. I fhall hot Be 
Vandalized, to behold iiim in the appard-of 

4 ki'Wi i 



( 55 ) 

IdcgSi provided he have not their ambition. 
Xet Ariftippus poflHs the riches of Croefus, 
it matters not ; he will throw them away as 
ibon as they incommode him. Let Plata 
fit down at the table of Pionyfius the ty* 
rant> fometimes he will eat nothing but o- 
lives. 

Before yoa (et yonr heart upon any thing, 
coniider maturely whether it will add to 
your happinefs. 

Indulge not defire at the expence of the 70 
ilighteft article of virtue : Fa& once its U- 
xnitsi and you £ill headlong into vice. 

Examine well the counfel that fiivonrs 
your deiires. 

The gratification of defire, is fometimes- 71 
the worft thing that can befal us. « 

The fafe road to happinefs is to limit our y% 
cleiires to our fortune, inftead of ftraining to 
enlarge our fortune to our defires. And 
to be contented with little, takes from CMir 
pain more than from our pleafure. f . 

Great wants proceed from great wealthy ^* 
hut they are undutiful children^ tor they fink 
wealth, dovn- to £overt];. . 

Deliberate 



( s« ) 

PcliliTiKtc bcnvc joq promifc f.fii 
fvomife fetft incliiiiitioD at ^nriaiioe ' 
fike. 

73 Befiore 700 give wwf taagerj try 
« rofon far not beiog, angrj. 

To be angry » *• poiuiii m jlelf 
fiiult of another.. 

A wofd dropt bj ehmce froM you 
oflfends TOUT deUcacy^ AnM a baO] 
and beware of opening your dHcoi 
tlie £rft peribn jou meet. When ; 
#od, it wiU Yanifli, and leave no impi 

Wrath kindles wrath: Therefore 
an indifpenfahle rule^ never to utter 
while you arc angry. 

74 To punifh in wrath is generally f 
with bitter repentance. 

75 Never indulge revenge to your owr 
The moft fubtile revenge is, to o 

the o&nce. The Intended affiront 
and torments our adverfary with the 
a difappointment. 
74 It gives frefli vigour to an adverfar 
he can giveyou pain. It lays open yoi 
iidc, and (hows him Tfhcrc to direft a 



( 57 ) 

The moft profitable revenge, the moft ra- 77 
tional, and the moft pleafant, is, to make it 
the intereft of the injurious perfon.not to hurt 
you a fecond time. 

Temperance. 

It was a faying of Socrates, that we ought 
to eat and drink, in order to live \ inftead 
of living, as many do^ in order to eat and 
drink. 

Senfual enjoyment, when it becomes hu 
bitual, lofes its rcliih, and is converted into 
a burden. 

Luxury poffibly may contribnte to give 
bread to the poor 5 but if there were no 
luxury, there would be no poor. 

Be moderate in your pleafures^ that your 78 
relifh for them may continue. 

Patience. 

Time is requifite to bring great proje£b 
to maturity. Precipitation ruins the beft« - 
contrived plan : Patience ripens the moft 
difficult. 

It 
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It is no finall ftcp toward tranquilliCyj H 
mike the beft of loisfbrtuoes irhen tbf 
come, inftead of giving way to the uaM 
nefs they occafioa. Scarce any evem is|^{ 
untow^ird, but fome good may be dxzni 
from it. 

To be foured with misfortunes, is to O". 
^cafe the bnrden. The true method!^ 
nehher to be abfolutely ftubbom ag^ 
nirfbrtunes, nor fluggiflily to abandon oi» 
feWes to them. 
79 Refleft on the common lot of hnmamitf, 
and the misfortune that hate be£dlen i^ 
thers ; and you will find yqur owa not t0 V 
•f the firft magnitude. { 

When we fum up the miferies of life, the, 
grief bcftowcd on trifles makes a great part 
«f the account trifles, which neglefted art 
nothing. How fliamcful fuch a weaknefii 

In profpcrity remember adverfity j and ia 
adverfity forget not profpcrity. 

To be always complaining is not the waf 
to be lamented. 

That firmncfs of mind and moderation rf 
temper^ -fo praife-worthy in thofe who beitf 

their 
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their misfortunes patientl/^ we approve aad 
admire ;- and jet fo fel6(h we are* as Co 
tbiqi!: ourfeWes privUeged» upon all occaii- 
ons» to burden our frifod^ with onr misfor- 
tunes. 

To footh us under the moft alarming dl- 80 
fafters, let it be dways prefent to our miad» 
that the goodaefs of God is equal to his 
j>ower. ^ 

Prudence. 

Better that a houfe be too fmall for a 
night, tiian too Urge for a year. 

The pcrifionary De Witt being afked^ how < 
he could tranfaf): fuch variety of bufinefs 
without confulion, anfvirered^ that he never 
did but one thing at a time. 

The pt^u^oos of thofe who build, be- 
gin immediately to decay : The produdioos 
of thofc who plant, begin immediately to im- 
prove. 

Matters of great importance and of very 
fm^U, ought to be defpatchcd at prefent. 

Truft «ot to others what yo« can ^ ys^fi. gi 
fcif . A man is always <sar^l in his own af- 
fairs. 



Aman fbjnetimcs lofes more by dcE 
bil vineyard^ than by giving it up> 

Let^ not to him who is mightier 
thylelf : If tfaoa doft» count it Icls. 

He jnuft be imprudent indeed who makcT 
ki$ pbyikiaa his heir. 

To let a man imo the knowledge of 
paffiou^ it.to ^imA hun with weapons 
will fubdneus. ^^ 

62 Guard your weak fide from^ 

If it be attacked^ the bcft way is to ic 
theattacki ^j T 

. P^ide is an excellent quaUtjj provided I 
be concealed irom others. 

Profecute not a coward too £ar^ left, 
turn upon you. 

Prefa not on the mighty, left thou bi 
fhut out : But go not far off« left he fbrg^ 
thee. 
83 A prudent man will lean more to ano* 
ther's counfel than to his own. But he will 
be aware of counfel fuggeflcd by felf^ntcikj 
e(b 

S4 That Dikan cannot fail to be ridiculous, who 
follow* impUcldy every advice that is give 
hInL 
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lie fliould confider often ^o can choofe 85 
!>ut once. 

Francis I. confultiiig with his generak 
how to lead his army over the Alps into Ita-* 
ly, Amarel) his fool, fprung firom a corner^ 
and advifed him to confult rather how t6 
bring it back. 

Your anger againft a fervant for theft has 
no weight ; for you are nbt lefs angry when 
he negleQs tb clean a glafs. 

An angry vindication againft an unjoft a- 
fperfion tends to ijpread it ; becaafe he who 
is in the wrong is the apteft to be angry. 
Calmnefs is a ftrong fymptom of innocence. 

Common reports, if ridiculous rather than 
dangerous, are beft confuted by negleft. 
Sefioully to endeavour a confutation, gives ^ 
fufpicion of fomewhat at bottom. Fame 
hath much of the fcold : You ftlence her^ if 
you be filent yourfelf. She will foon be out 
of breath with blowing her own trumpet. 

Contempt is the beft return to fcurrility. 66. 

Moft men who arrive at greatnefs afiume 

new titles to authorize a new power. The 

F great 
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great art is, when we aflume new powei 
difguife them under ufual names and 

pearanccs. 

Shut your ears equallj agamft the 
who flatters yoU| or condemns others^ i 
out reafon. 

Vaunt not the favours you beftow. ' 
acknowledgments of the receiver wiU be 
bcft teft of your gcnerofity, as well as of 
gratitude. 

Speak not ill of an enemy : It will b 
fcribed to prejudice, not truth. 

87 Where a man, naturally candid, has 1 
tempted to do any wrong ', the inoft e 
tual method of reforming him, is to cor 
his fault. 

88 Abftaln from injuring others, if you ' 
to be in fafcty. 

89 It is inhuman to make fport of whr 
deftruftive to others. 

90 Beware of giving provocation ; for 
ftrong arc not always fecure againft 

weak. 
51 It is as great cruelty to pardon every cri 
as to pardon none. 

N( 




( % ) 

Never quit certainty for hope. 92 

If we would honour merit, we muflr not 93 
judge by appearances. 

Candour. 

The beft praftical rule of morality is, ne- 
ver to do but what you are willing all the 
world fhould know. 

We content ourfelves with appearing to 
be what we are not, inftead of endeavour- 
ing to be what we appear. 

One muft be acquainted with his failings 
before he can think of a remedy ; but con- 
cealing them from others is a ftep toward 
concealing them from ourfelves. 

A habit of fincerity in acknowledging 
fiiults, is a guard againft conmiitting them. 

Solicitude in hiding failings makes them 
appear the greater. It is a fafer and cafier 
courfe frankly to acknowledge them. A 
man owns that he is ignorant : We admire 
his modcfty. He fays he is old : We fcarcc 
think him fo. He declares himfcif poor : 
We do not believe it. 

F 2 The 
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Tlie firft ftep toward vice^ is to make a 
xnyftery of innocent aftiont : V^ho, loves to 
hide will foon find il neceflary to hide. 

Know thyfelf. 

When you defcant on, the £iults of others,, 
confider whether you be not guilty of the 
fiune. To gain knowledge of ourielves^ the 
beft way is to convert the imperfeAions o{ 
pthers into a mirror for difcovering our 
own. 

We may learn as much from the fiiults oC 
our friends as bom their inftruAioos. 

Curiofity, 

Liften not to all that is fpoke, fays Sok)- 
moui left thou hear thy fervant curfe thet. 
It is fcarce credible \rhat uneafinefs is crea- 
ted by curiofity, when we pry into fecrets, 
that are better unknown. The difcovery of 
fujch fecrets loads the naind with fufpicioOf 
rendering our conduft unftcady and pc^ 
plexed. A magic glafs to view all the ma^ 
lice that is at work againft us^ would bet 
great curfe, 

ft 



It was efteemed confummate prudence in 
Pompey to bum all the papers of . Sertorius, 
without cafting a iingle glance on them. 
Curioiity would indeed have difcovercd his 
enemies, but it would have made them irre- 
concileable. 

If you love tranquillity, banifli tale-bearers 94 
and flanderers. Be not inquliitive about 
what others fay of you, nor about the mif- 
takes of your friends : It is like gathering 
flicks to burn your own houfe. 

Did none liften to tales, there would be. 
no talc-bearer. 

Vanity. 

Scarce any (how thcmfclvcs to advantage, 
who are over folicitous of doing fo» 

Subdue your reftlefs temper that leads you 
to aim at pre-eminence in every little cir- 
cumflance : Like many other paffions, it ob*, 
ftrufts its own end : Inftead of gaining re- 
fpedt, it renders you a moft . difagreeable 
companion. 

Apply yourfelf more to acquire know- 
ledge, than to- {how it. Men commgnly^ 
F 3 take. 
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take great puns to pot oflT tbe little ftock 
they have ; bat tkej take Uttle pains to ac- 
quire more. 

In company, we are prone to inftmfi o* 
thcrs, in order to fliow oar {bperiority. h 
would be more cunning to fiiire dor own 
ftock of knowledge, and to give ibope tt 
that of others. Such parfimony wovid pi»» 
core wellwifliers at leaft, if not fimida» 

Allow others to difcover yonr merit: 
They will value it the moie fisr being tfadc 
own diftovery. 

A wife man will avoid the fliowkig any 
excellence in trifles. He will beknoimhy 
them at the expence of more vahahktih 
kots. 

Pride. 

loilead of looking down witli co nt cn ift 
ma the crooked in mind or body, 
abankfnlly look np to God who hath j 
wi better. 

The fordid meal of the Cynics, 
•ed nc3ther to their tranqniUity nor to i 
flBodcfty. Fride went with Diojgesxs imn 
kk tab ; and thoe he haA the prcSmpdon 

ti 
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Ambition. 

Solid merit it a core for ambition itiel£ 
A man of merit cannot confine his ambi- 
tion to fbrtone or fitvonr : He finds nothing 
icdid in thefe to fill his heart : Hb ambition 
would be to acquire that fort of glory which 
ariies. fircnn difinterefted virtne. But this is 
not underftood among men, and he gives it 
up. 

True glorj is not acquired by graijpmg at 95 
power and opulence^ bnt_by facrifidng our 
own intercft to that of our country. 

Obftinacy. 

Rather foSer yourielf to be put in the 
wrong when you are rights than put your* 
ielf in the right when you are wrong. 

If the fpirit of the ruler rife againft thee^ 
leave thy place \ for yielding pacifieth great 
offences. 

Never difpute lor victory, but for infiruct^ 

tion; and yield to reafon from whatever 

quarter. . - 

Never 
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Nener fuffer your courage to be fiertq 
joiir refolution obflin^te, your wifdom c;] 
nipg, nor your patience fulleo- 

96 . An inflexible temper has much to fii2cr> ' 
tnd Iktlc to gain* 

Stiffnefs in Opinion. 

To meafnre all realbn by ottr cwo» 1^1 
plain aft of injuOice : It is an encroachmcm 
on the common rights of mankind, 

97 Do always wlut you yourfclf think rig^ 
and let others enjoy the fame privilege. 
The latter is a Jury you owe to your neigh- 
bour ; and both of them arc duties you ovt 
to your Maker. 

98 Diffl'rence in opinion Is no lefi natiinl 
than difference in look: It JsatthefiiM 
time the very fait of converfation." "*181iy 
then ihould wc he offended at tho&-irfUt 
think differently from us ? .;\ 



Secrecy. 

If you would teach fecrecy to ptherSf b^ 
gta with yourfelf. How can you expcdish 

' othcv* 



i 69 ) 

Other will keep your fecret when jrou yotur^ 
felf cannot ? 

It is as jgrois ingratitude to publilh the 
favours . of a miftsefs, as to conceal thofe of 
a friend. . . 

The clofenefs of the heart, in matters of 
iaiportance, is beft concealed by an opcnnefi 
in trifles. 

I Temperance of Tongue. 

^Be referved in difcourfe : It never can be 
hurtful, and it may prevent much mifchief. 

A man's fortune is more frequently made 
by his tongue than by his virtues ; and more 
frequently crufhed by it than by his vices. 

Curfe not the king, no not in'thy thought^ 
nor the rich in thy bed-chamber j for a bird 
in the air fhall carry the voice. 

Speak contemptuoufly of no man at a» 
ordinary nor at a public meeting ; left fomc 
friend there engage you in an indifcreet 
quarrel, or force you to recant. 

Suppofing it to be a dcftd to fpeak fa- 
vourably of every one 5 it is, however, pre- 
ferable to feme virtues, being the fureft 
guard againft thie obloquy of others. 

WitU 
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With rcfpeft to equals, it is Icfs impru- 
dent to a£t like a mafter than to fpeak like 
one. 

Neccffity will excufc fomc aftions 5 but to 
juftify them can never be neceSary. 

Beware equally of rafli blame, and rafli 
praifc* 

To praife a friend aloud, rifing early,, hat 
the fame effeA as curfing him, fays Solomoo. 
Moderate praife drops occafiooally, is of 
great fervice to the* reputation of men ; Im^ 
moderate, noify, and fulfome panegyric dif- 
gufts us at the perfon who praifes, and at hb 
friend who is the obje£t of his praifes. 

How flrange is it that men (hould remem- 
ber the fmalleft particular of their affain, 
and yet forget how often they have tired 0- 
thers with the tedious recital ? 

Benevolence. 

For a trifling benefit to yourfelf, offend not 
another. To be kind to others, will afford 
you more fatisfaftion. 

Bcftow your favours on the meritorious, 
and every perfon will be grateful. 

Benefits 
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Benefits too loofely beftowcd, and too fre- 
quently, are commonly attended with ingra- 
titude. 

True liberality confifts not in giving large- 
ly, but in giving feafoiftibly. 

Give lefs than is expeded ! rather give no- 
thing : You lofc the gift, and gain no fa- 
vour. 

He makes but a half denial, who dexues 
quickly. 

Put a plain coat upon a poor man's back : 
It will better become thee, than the moft 
gorgeous upon thy own. 

Even felf-intereft is a motive for benevo- 99 
lence There are none fo low but may have 
it in their power to return a good ofBce. 

Nothing is greater than \o beftow favours 1 00 
upon thofe who have failed in their duty to 
us : Nothing is meaner than to receive any 
from them, 

Friendfliip. 

Let it be your chief objeft in life to ac- 10 1 
quire a fincerc friend : Friendly fympathy 
inflames every joy, and foftens every pairi. 

Nothing 
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• "Nothuig mn hwft riif itpntitipp 

vtomlBtaiiishiicicdilaliit Mvn 

T92 Good ndghboorliDod fiippliei mil 

Shm to judge in a aaatbunntfy 
two of yoiV'Owii fci t iiilfc 

It it fit to know tlio' vitci of joi 
bat not 10 lune thfem. 

No man continnci loog to re( 
friends, wlio elkws lumlUf to talk 
ffadrfiudts. 
103 Mothii^ tends more ^to m^jfairhfal 
diftnift : To doabt a friend^ is 
him. Believe a man honeftj and y 
himib. 

If a man be forced to break off 
fiiip, he ought to withdraw infenfi 
without noife. 

Art of governing other 

The moft artful way of governing 
is to fccm to be governed by then 
celebrated Hambden was fo moc 
hnmblei that he (eemed to have no 
but what he derived from others. 
means he had a wonderful art of 
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ncn Into his principles and views ; who all 
he time believed that they were leading 
lim. 

To deal with a man^ you muft know his 
«mper^ by which you can lead him ; or his 
»ds, by which you can perfuade him ; or his 
riends, by whom you can govern him. 

All are idolatersi fome of glory^ fome of 
fatereft, fome of love : The art is to find 
)ut the idol. This is the ma(ter-key to the 
ieart. 

To fhow precipices on all fides, is the 
)eil means to bring weak perfons into your 
path. 

We engage others more cffe£lually by pro- 
iiifes than by prefents. While you keep men 
n dependence, they will adhere to you.. 

If it be your purpofe to bring a man over 104 
:o your fide, try to bribe his inclinations. 

The fear of not faying enough to pcr- 
uade, makcg us fay too much to be belie- 
red. 

A flave may be fubdued by terror: Af- 105 
ability and complaifance are the only means 
bt* reclaiming an equal. 

G Choice 
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Choice of Companions. 

A right-turned mind will chufe the com* 
pany of free fpirits, who frankly check or 
control, rather than thofe who are full of 
diftance and deference. Nothing can be 
more tirefome, than fawning perfons, who 
have not, or fhow not, any will of their own. 

Over-delicacy makes a man feck for com- . 
panions that can plcafe bim in every thing. 
It is far better to feek for thing9 that can 
pleafe him in every companion. 

Company is extremely infedlious : There 
IS no meditim : We muft imitate vices, or 
abhor them. 

Avoid evil-doers : In Aich a focJety the 
'Virtuous come to be almoft afhamcd qf them- 
fclvcs. 

Dangerous it is to contrj^ft familiarity with 
pcrfons of a perverfe mind or falfc hearts. 
Behave to fiich with r«ferve, and you will 
fhun many rocks in your voyage throu^ 
life. 

Avoid the proud and arrogant, but withf 
out letting them perceive it. Othefways ytw 
provoke dangerous enemies. 

Convcrfatioi^ 
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Converfation. 

The firft ingredient in converfation is 
truth 5 the next, good feofe j the third, 
good humolir 5 the laft, wit. 

The bed method to fucceed in converia* 
tion, is, to admire little, to hear much, to 
, feem didruftful of your own reafon, but to 
fct that of others in the fulleft light.. 

Let thy dilcpurfe rather appear as eafily 
drawn, than fondly iffuing from thee 5 that 
thou mayefl: not betray thy weaknefs to hold, 
nor ill dinatioa to talk, but defire to gratify 
thy friends. 

The great error in converfation is, to be 
fonder of faking than of hearing* Few 
fhow more complaifance than to pretend to 
hearken, intent all the while upon what they 
themfelves have to fay i not confideriug that 
to feek one's own pleafure fo pa^onately is 
sot the way to pleafe others. 

To make another's wit appear more than 
your 9wn, is a wholefome rule. 

Let othcFS take notice of your wit, never 
yourfclf. 

G a Ridicule 
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\x:6 Ridicule h contemptible in pcribns vb 
poflirfs no other talent. 

All the world are plagued with coldje( 
ters : We trade evory where upon fuch i^ 
fcfls. A good jefter is uncommon } and k 
finds it a hard talk to maintain his chanfts 
long ; for he that makes [others laogbi fd- 
dom procures efteem to himfelf. 



Good breeding* 






He who rcfirains himfelf, and'gtm odiA 
liberty, will always pafs for a wdl4Ml 

man. 

Nothing fo naufeous as undiftingoiihed 
civility. It is like a hoftefs, who bellows her 
kinJncfs equally on every gueft. 

Thufe who are extremely civil, arc ftldoin 
fociable ; becaufc company gives them mow 
trouble than entertainine:^t. 

To be compUiifant to the loweft, is one 
way to become a match for the higheft. 

To be an Englilhman in London, t 
t^jfcnchman in Paris, a Spaniard in Madrid, 
is no eafy matter •, and yet it is ncceflary. 

From 
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From cquak one is in damger of too grett' 
fsuniliarity j and, therefore^ whh rcfpeft' to 
tlkem^.k is £^>odto keep up fome ftate : From 
inferiors one is fure of refpe£t ^ and therefore 
with theav.it is good to be fomewhat funi- 
liar*. 

A man, entirely without ceremonji has 
need of great merit. 

In feconding another, it is good to add: 
fbmewhatof your own. If 70a approve his^ 
opinion, let it be with a diftin£tion : If yoTX' 
follow his counfel, let it be with adding o« 
ther reafons. In this way, you will preferve 
both your foperiority and the good, will of. 
others-. 

Seldom do we talk of ourfelves with fuc- 
cefs. If I condemn jmyfdf, more is believed . 
than is exprefled : If I praife myfelf, much . 
lefs* 

I am aware how improper it is to talk 
much of my wife 5 never rcflefting how 
much more improper it is to talk much of^ 
myfelf. 

We snake fo difagrceable and ridiculous 
», figure with the monofyllable I, Ididy I 
G 3 J faid^, 
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JJBiidi that k were better to forfwear it alto- 
gether. 
ip7 He who cannot bear a jeft^ ought never t« 
make one. 

Travelling. 

108 Thivelling may produce coxcombs; Bat, 
without good fenfe, attention, and refl:£lion^ 
will never produce real merit; 

Labour to unite in thyfelf the ftattered 
perfeAions of the feveral nations thou tn- 
velleft among. Of onej^ who frequented a 
library, and commonly ejccerpted the mereft 
trifles^ it was faid, that he weedied the libnk- 
ry. Many travellers weed foreign countries» 
importing German drunkennefs,, SpaoiHi 
pridfi, French levity, and Ita^an deceit.— j 
German indudry, Spanifh loyalty, French 1 
<:purtery,. and Italian frugality, are gpod [ 
herbs which, are left behind.. I 

Mafriage. 

i!«5 He will probably find a good* «fe, who 
- fecjb. nothing elfc.. 

Eqfol 



( 79 ) 

Equal matches are generally the moft 
happy. 

Violent love is the wgrft of all reafons for 
marriage : A couple who have no better 
reafon for uniting, feldo^m continue long 
happy. - 

In chufing a wife, great beauty ought nu* 
ther to be avoided than preferred. An a« 
greeable figure and winnbg manner, which 
infpire afiedlion without love, are abra]^ 
new. Beauty lofes its relifh ^ the Graces, 
never : After the longeft. acquaintance, t&ey 
are no. lefs agreeable than at firft. 
.• An unquiet life between hufband and 
wife^ lefiens both in the cfteem of others* 



CWAVl 



i i^ r 



©HAP. V. 



Exhortations to Virtue, and DM* 
fiiafivea fxom .Vice, 



I 



110 ^T1[rtue' has a charm that fobdues tM- 
* V maft obdurate hearts. 

1a Ae deepeft, diftrefs, i^rtue is more 3*^ 
luifa-iousj than vice m its higheft pnfy cr k fn ■ 

111 The jpleaftxres of parental fondncfr make: 
jarge amends for all its anxieties* - 

A good-natured man has the whole world: 
to be happy in. Whatever good befalls his 
fpeeiesj a worthy man advanced^ a modcft 
mm fncouragedj the indigent relievedj. aQ-. 
thefe he looks upon Ss remoter bleffiags to 
lumfelf. Providence makes him amends for 
the narrownefs of his fortune^ by doing for 
him^ what he himfelf would do in. power. 
and riches* 

Civility is not fo flight a matter as it it 
commonly thought : It is a duty we owe to 

otherss 
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Others as well as to ourfelvcs ; fo» how um- 
juft is it to diftrefs a perfon who merits no 
punifliment ? 

Without good-breediag, a court would be 
the feat of violence and defolation. There, 
all the pailions are in fermentation, becaufe 
all purfue what but few can obtain : There, 
if enemies did not embrace, they would 
ftab : There, fmiles arc often put on to con- 
ceal tears : There, mutual fervices are pro- 
feflfed, while mutual injuries are intended; 
And there, the guile of the ferpent fimu- 
lates the genclenefs of the dove* To 
what a degree muft good-breeding adorn the 
beauty of troth, when it can thus foftcn the 
deformity of falfehood ? 
-. There are three ftagcs of life ; the prefent, 
the paft, and the future. The prefent Is 
momcntS^y, the future dubious, the paft on- 
ly certain. It is loft to the bufy, who have 
no time to look back ; and to the wicked, 
who have no inclination. That man muft 
keep a ftrift watch over his aftions, who 
propofes pleafure in rcfleftion. He who 
indulges the thirft of ambition, the ftub- 
bornnefs of pride, the favagenefs of con- 

qucftj 
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queft| the (liame of deceit^ the mifery of a- 
varicei and the bitternefs of prodigality, 
mud for ever be an enemy to memory. The 
paftj no longer In the power pf fortune, k^ 
to the virtuous only, -a conftant fburce of 
enjoyment. What I'atisfaAioQj in looking 
back with approbation I what uncalinefi, in 
looking back with fhame and remorfel 
This, above every confideratioa, eftabliCbes 
the preference of virtue, and fets it at an in- 
finite diftance from vice. Let us confider 
every good action, as adding to a ftock that 
will fupport us, for a lifetime^ ii^ clKpttrfoIneft 
and good humour •, a ftock thai may be libe- 
rally ufed, without dlminutioiL Let us coa- 
fider every vicious aAion, as contrafHog a 
debt beyond oar power of paying, and which, 
therefore, will diftrcfs us for ever. i 

N Princes have courtiers, the Soptuptuous I 
have companions, the wicked have accooi* / 
plices, the merchant has partners 5 but none ) 
but the virtuous can have a friend. ! 

Virtue is the furcft road to happincfs: I 
It fweetens every enjoyment, and is the fo- 
vercign antidote to misfortunes, [ 

i 
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To place religion entirely on the obfer- 113 
vxAcc of rites and ceremonies^ is the verj 
eflence of fupcrftttion. 

"A wicked man -cannot have any true love 
or efteem for himtelf. The fenfe of hii de* 
pravity muft dlfgnft him* 

Light is no lefs favourable to merits than X13 
unfavourable to impofture. 

None but the virtuous dare hope in ba'd 
circumftances. 

You have obliged a man : Very well t what 
would youliave more ? Is not the confciou& 
nefs of doing good a fufficient reward ? 

Honefly is the bed policy. 1 14 

Fleafures, unlefs wholly innocent^ never 
continue fo long as the fting they leave be- 
hind them. 

See that moth fluttering incefiantly round 
the candle : Man of pleafure, behofd thy !• 
mage ? 

In a juft account of profit aud lofs, an un* 
lawful gain is a greiater misfortune than a 
real lofi. .Thb is but once felt ; that fcarcc 
ever wears out, but is the fource of continual 
affliftion. 

'TJiurpers 




I } r Vtutftn and 

fl|Mi tlicaifelTo for Ac 

dbfln. Conffignre 

di» €XCC8tiooer» poDi&ai^ xJ^cr 

crioiei kj prir«£ icoMifft, ndiif i 

iflg than vidi urt^^ 

Xhc ttogrttefiil raokc but 
finrouTi tbe readme ; thr grcxefiaJ 
Compare that Utcs : Tbc imc k ^ j 
felkkoqgj as a dcccrrcr^ and 
fiHth I the other chcaxitd ud opea« 
with the fiTOur^ more pleafcd 
makes the return. 

Though ingratitude maf cfcapc conns ^ 
law, don't think Jt cfcapes punifbiQat' 
What puniflimcnt can be more fcvcrc tbifl 
public hatred, and private remorfc ? Siung 
with the confcioufriefs of the fneaking vicc^ 
he dares accept a benefit from none^ dare 
bcftow it upon nonc> is pointed at by all, or 
belleres himfelf to be. 
»i6 How many are they, ivho fpare nothtoj 
to fuppon their luxury, and yet think mudl 
to beftow a trifling fom upan a poor rek- 
tion in want ? But why thi. hurd-hearted- 

ncfs? 
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aefs ? Do they not proceed from tfae (kmc 
dock ? Did not thofe riches once belong to 
their common anceftors ? and could thefe an- 
ceftors fuppofe a fmall pittance would be rc- 
Fufed to any of their defcendents ? Could they 
imagine any of their heirs would be of fb 
cruel a difpofition, as to fuffer their relations 
to perifh with cold and hunger ? • ^ 

Behold the wheel of fortune inceilantly 
turning round. Thofe poor relations whom 
you at prefent defpifc, may they not poffibly» 
in their turn, be raifed to offices and digni- 
ties ? Your grandchildren may poffibly need 
their affiftance. 

Wc fhould bear with patience a fmall 117 
evil I when it is connected with a greater 
good. 

A man is not more happy by the wealth 
he enjoys, than by what'h^>eftows. ^ 

The avaritious have no enjoyment of whjf 118 
they retain : The liber^||joy even what they 
giveaway. ^0^, ., 

You.who beftow H^pithe advantage; the 
r(;ceiver becomes attached to your intereft, 
and you eftablifh a fort of lovereignty over 
him. 

. H He 
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ever J wmM^ " 6r^"""^* - . j.ja 

and filver for things loSf 

Acf ar? oolf fame of t&e wtamm tf lifc% 

gihxl tilings maybe 

*2i Wi£Iim Mdy SI 

whar profit ii Acre ui Aca ? 

P^BBSxao J* IS crtomrt to 
af die golden mines at poor as ka dot lifl; 
nathing: For a man maif be bnm^thi 
moricl of brcaJ, br psrfimoiif , as veil at.lf . ' 
profaiion. 

121 Th- fijl- cf Tantalus :s fidy applied to 
•.be mifcr. He his a continual drooght; coo- 
t:.-:u-I crivlng of natarc i and yet there is a 
p;il3, a tcrtore, in parting with the fmaDeft 
iixm, even to aniwer his pinching neceflitiei 
Ue Uho!Js plenty, it is within his reach; 
he gcccdliy grafpa ^ it, but the c^l fpirit 
vUl tc^irce al^ow lIM^ J^op to cool the tip 
of his tongue. ^^ 

Poverty trar.ts iuuc!i^ aviricc every thtng- 
Moncy is a ufeful fcrvant, but a moft trrao- 
iiical mafter. 

- . To 
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To the avaricious^ what can befal worfe 
than long life ? 

The gift of the covetous fhall do thee no 
' good, for he looketh to be repaid many fold. 
He giveth little, but upbraideth much ; he 
openeth his mouth like a town-cryer. To- 
day he Icndcth, to-morrow he afketh again. 
Such a one is hated of God and man. 

Prudence is of evcrlafting ufe: For hbw 
few are fo virtuous as they wifh to appear ? 

To the unprepared, every misfortune is 
extreme ; the prepared hardly feel any fo. 

No man is fo fboliOi, but he may give 
good council at a time: No man fo wi<e, 
but he may err, if he take no counfel but his 
own. 

The man who lets go the rein and gives 

bimfelf lip to Inclination, is not his own 

friend, more than his own mafter. When 

once a man can command himfelf, he may, 

" when he will, command others. 

The mafter's example has more influence 
on his fervants than his authority ; for we < 
cannot expeA from a fervant more virtue 
than his mafter poflcfles. 

H a He 
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123 He twice fubJues^ who fubdues himrelf 
in victory. 

That roan only, who miflakes the fclfe 
and fleeting goods of fortune for his owD| 
and values himfelf upon them, will be tor- 
SE^nted when they forfake him. 

He whofe ruling paflion is love of pratfei 
is a flave to every one who has a tongue for. 
dctra^ion. 

124 Poverty with peace is preferable to afflu- 
ence with anxiety. 

Poverty whets the genius, opulence blunts 
it : When the belly is empty, the body be- 
comes all fpirit : When full, the fpirit be- 
comes all body. 

Always to indulge our appetites is to cx- 
tinguifli them. Abftain, that you may en- 
joy. 

Health, a blefiing that all wifh to enjofi 
IS not to Le fecured but by exercife or lap 
hour. But unfortunately the poor arc apt 
to overlook their own enjoyments, and to 
view with envy the eafe and affluence of 
their fuperioio j not confidering that the ufual 
attendants upon a great fortune are anxiety 
and difeafe. 

What 



What a flavcry moft he be under, wha ii^ 
»flave to fortune ? Exert- youriclf, and pro- 
claim libertyji to which no other road leads, 
but a bold negleA of the goods of fortune. 
If you {hake off idle -fears, aiTert indepen- 
dency, and encourage chearfulnefs, ferenity, 
and opennefs of heart, your happinefs is built 
upon a rock ; the winds blow, tempefts roar,, 
hut behold it remains unfhaken. 

Of our fhort Jives, how fhort a fpace do 
we live ? The temper that leads to put. great 
weight upon trifles, and confequently to raife 
great trouble and vexation out of nothing, is 
' the chief ingredient of that bitter mixture 
which makes life unhappy. 

Folly isf a bad quality ; but, never to en- 
dure it in others, is the greateft of follies. 

An ingenuous confeffion ftands in the next 
place to innocence. 

Did men bellow the pains to mend, that 
they do to conceal their failings, they would, 
fpaie themfelves the uneaiinefs of dii&mula*«^ 
tion, and in time acquire real merit. 

Chufe ever the plained road, it always an* 
iwers bcft. For the fame rcafon, chufe ever ^ 
to do and fay what is the'moft juft, and the 
H.3 moft! 



•C 90 3 

V 

moft: dii eft. This conduft will fere a tfiou- 
(and blufhesi and a thoufand ftruggles, and 
will deliver you from thofc fecrct torments 
which are the never-faiUng attendants- of- di^ 
iimulation. 

A thorough difGmulation is the fereft ta£k 
a man can undertake, where the paffions to* 
be hid are, malice, hatred^ or revenge f 
which, like favage beafts, are continuallf 
breaking their chains, to the deftrufHon of 
their keeper. What anxiety and torture is- 
the lot of the deep diilemblcr, who, to fccurc- 
a pityful revenge> forces his temper to Ca- 
lais and fawn upon h« bitter enemies ? His 
refolution equals that of the Lacedemonian- 
youth, who, to fave a difcovery, fuffered the 
fox to eat into his bowels. Pity k were, that 
a. quality fo noble, Ihould be fo meanly em- 
ployed. But, fcrioufly, is it fo politic^ to^ 
commit this violence upon nature, for the 
ruin of an enemy ? Don't we give tim too- 
great advantage over us, when we facrifice 
the repofe of our lives, only to do hkn a naif- 
chief? To get rid of an enemy; it is, believe 
me, a more refined ftratageni, to get rid of 
the pafEoii. that makes him our enemy. Let 

lis. 
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us Arow the fox out of our bofom j for In thla 
cafe, there is neither fhzmc nor danger in the 
dHcovery. 

- Envy and wrath fhorten life'^ and anxiety^ 125 
bringeth age before its time. 

Who overcomes wrath, overcomes his 
ftrongeft enemy. 

To have your enemy in your 'power, 126 
and yet to do him good, is the jgreateft he- 
roifm. 

Wounds may be bound up, and words 
forgiven; but he who betrays the fecrets of 
his friends, lofes all credit. 

Bfodefty, were it to be recommended for 
nothing elfe, teaves a man at eafe, by pre- 
tending to little < Whereas vain-glory rc- 
qpiires perpetual labour to appear wbat one 
3^ not. If we have fenfe, modefty beft ietr 
it off '9 if not, beft hides the want. 

That man will never be proud who con^ 
fiders his own imperfediions^, and thojfe of 
human nature. 

Not a day pafles but what may bring 
mifery to us i and yet not a day pafles in 
which we afe not proud^ infbtenti mdcooi^ 
^eited. 

Bumotxe 
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127 Hmnour that is forced againft the natnhl- 
bent of temper, muft be ridicoloos. IC ve- 
follow nature^ our heft guide« we fliaU at 
leaft not be abfurd. But fo prevalent it va« 
nity, and the apifli humour of imitation, that 
we never doubt to praftife with apphde,. 
whatever we fee another fuccced in. So- 
fome grave men> moved with the {occefi of 
' humorous drolls, forget their chara£lery and,, 
to be wits, turn buffoons. 

1:28 Nothing tends more to make us ridicn- 
lous, than the endeavour to imitate our fin 
pcriors. 

Whofe only motive to aftion is vanity, 
what gains he by putting on a maik ? To 
praife a cripple for his handfome {hape^ is 
an injury. If the world commend your va- 
lour, when you know youiielf a coward^ k is- 
truly not you they talk of ^ they'miftake yoa 
for another. 

When a man yields to our iinpetaoufity in 
reafoningi we may conclude it more to the 
force of our words, than o£ our arguments; 
and how then muft he undervalue as in his 
heart ? Let us reflet whether we can bear 

to 
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-J. be difpifcd, and then be angry if we 

When, even in the heat of difpute, I yield 
GT my antagonift, my viftory over myfelf is 
..lore illUftrious, than over him, had he yield- 
d to me. 

*What a deal of time and eafe that man 
jains, who is not troubled with the fpirit of 
:t2riofity y ^ho lets his neighbours alone to 
:hemfelves; confines his infpeftion to his 
own affairs ', and takes care of the point of 
bonefty and confcience ! 

Get once over the fear of death, and other 
evils will make but a flight impreffion. 

Fear and grief are cowards ; give way, and 
they pufh on ; refift, and they retire. 

The high vulgar arc more defpicable than 
the low. The former briitally negleft learn- 
ing : The latter only want means to attain 
it. 

FrepofTeiHon in favour of the great is fb 
blind, and we are fo difpofed to admire what 
they fay and do, that would they be but good 
and virtuous, it might go the length of ido- 
latry. 

The 
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1 29 The refined luxuries of the taUCf bcfide c- 
nervating the body, polfbn that very pleafbre 
they are intended to promote : For, hy fb- 
liciting the appetite, they exdixie the gxat- 
eft pleafure of tafte, that which ariies firom 
the gratification of hunger. ^ 

A parliament, or a court of jafticej aflem- 
bled about the mod important ^fFair, is not 
fo ferious or foknm, as a company of pay> 
fiers engaged in deep play. Haiard, that 
blind and favage deity, picfides OTcr tlic cir- 
cle, and gives forth her loTcrdga and ir=e- 
verfiUe d ec r ees . Frofoond hcnoors arc pud 
her, by an attenti^ and dblcmn filcBce. A3 
other paffions are fiifpciided ; lofve k SctgXf 
repntation Lud afide, kypocr^y thrmps m 
the mafk, and the finocth sad fljttSKz^ sr 
is no longer fixn upon the caar6sr^ Sai ^ 
verity reigns opon their casza miTic es^ sal 
each becomes an zmplacsb'^e gn ggij n» lis 
fellows. 

The half of znj tlmt x goTg. wir tartaac 
crfdf ajooi the rema^nda: : Tb nnS &m- 
Irr ::mii)e, merits aor th: anxjetr it j^ses 
"- - 'if srguifirioD, dot tbr arriSccs I sia& 
ztLjr tu, nor the tconen: dHaTODitcmrm^ 

I 
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I xnuft endure. Behold i few more jrcars, 
and that grand coloflba is no more to be 
feen, than the creatures he overfliadows. . If 
I have repofe, and a retreat which I can call 
my own, why ftck for more in this life ? 

Remember the uncertainty of life, and re* 
ftrain thy hand firom evil. He that was 
yefterday a king, behold him dead, and the 
1>eggar is better than he. 

Life is (hort and uncertain; we have not 130 
a moment to lofe : Is it prudent to throw a- 
way uny of our time in tormenting ourfelves 
or others, when we have fo little for honeft 
pleafures ? Forgetting our weaknc(% we ftir 
up mighty enmities, and fly to wound as if 
we were invulnerable. Wherefore all this 
buttle and noifc ? Fate hangs over us, and 
charges to our account, even thofe days we 
fpend in pain. The hour you deftine for 
another's death, is perhaps defined for your 
own. The beft ufe of a fliort life is, to make 
it agreeable to ourfelves and to others. Have 
you caufe of quarrel with your fervant, your 
matter, your king, your neighbour ? foubear 
a moment, death is at hand, which makes 
all equal. What has man to do with wars, 

tumults, 
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tumultsi ainbu(hes ? Tou would deftroy your . 
enemy : you lofe your tronblei death ^11 do 
your bufinefs while you are at reft. And^ af- 
ter all, when you have got your revengCi 
how fhort will be your joy, or his pun? 
While we are among meo^ let us cultivate 
humanity -, let us not be the caufe of fear, nor* 
of pain, to one another. Let us defpile in- 
jury, malice, and detra£Uon ; and bear with ^ 
an equal mind fuch tranfitory evils. Whik 
we fpeak, while we think, death cox^es'iqi, 
and clofes the fcene. 
131 Honefty makes a capital figure in a prince^ 
becaufe few princes praftife it. 
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■ CHAP, VI, 

Reflections and Inferences. 
From an Effed to trace its Gaufe. 

IN fevcral parts of Scotland, coals In heaps 
arc fcca at the door of cvcrf peafant. 
I|fajr wc not fafely infer from this faft, that, 
b thcfe parts, there is great plenty of coal f 
Coals are locked up where they arc fcarcc. 
hx Herefordflaire, apples grow in every hedge, 
open to alK Does not this evince plenty of 
apple-trees in that country ? . " 

If you fee many reapers together in a field, 
you may conclude the fiu-ms to be.large, 
and the country not well peopled. Where 
there are many reapers, difperfed in fmall 
knots through different j^elds, conclude that 
the farms are fmall, and the country popu- 

ioi^. 
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In a parlfh where the people make a grctt 
Imftle about a new minifteri we may U£dj 
conclude, that there is liule induftrj in thif 
parifli. ' 

In a great clty^ benevolence degenerate! 
into humanity,, and friendfhip into a flight 
affection. The reafon is, that a great dtj 
affords a wide circle of agreeable acquain- 
tance i add that a nun, engaged in fuchi 
circle, has no time to fpare for the ftriOer 
ties of Iriendfhip. 

The furniture of a houfe is an image cf 
the owner : If gay, fplendid, and cxpenfifCi 
we may prefume that fuch is the charaAcr 
of the proprietor. But, if you fee order 
without formality, peace without flavery^and 
abundance without profufion, fay with con- 
fidence, that the owner is a man of tafte and 
judgment. 

When a man fays in converfation, that it 
is fine weather, docs he mean to^ inform yon 
of the faft ? Surely not; for every oot, 
knows it as well as he does. He means to 
communicate his agreeable feelings. 

From 
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Frpm a Caufe tq trac^ its Effc&s. 

CoIIcge-oaths^ reduced by cuftom to be a 
matter of form merely, are an early inhia- 
tion into loofe manners. 

If you find a man who takes it ill to be 
thought Ignorant of any thing, take it for 
^rgnted iksH he is ignorant of eicery thing. 
For vbat C2^n tntJte efieAaally keep a maa 
Ignorant, than (o refuie inftrtiAion ? 

The . mcHJe of reclining u^n a bed at 
s^ealsj, djOrlTed fi^m Afla. to Qreece ^d 
Rome, is not friendly to coDv^fatioi^l. We 
ve ^im^ted by looks and g^ftures as mu^h 
as by words. 

Gallantr^s among the Firench, fmpthers 
love^ as politenefi does friendihip. 

The moft obvious. Inference is not 
s^lways the true Inference, n 

In the weft of Scotland, corn-ftacks are 

covered with more c;^re and neatnefs than in 

the eaft. Would not a ftranger naturally 

infer^ that the inhabitants are more induf* 

I a trious ? 
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trious ? Not fo : It is owing to the climate^, 
for tbe rain that falls in the weft of BHtsfis 
doubles nearly what falls in tbe eaft. 

The ancient feats of our nobility and g^- 
try would make one believe that they word 
altogether devoid of tafte. The hoofe is 
placed at tbe extremity of the' eftate» or in 
the middle of. a morafs^ or on a niggjed roc^ 
But our forefathers were not at liberty t6 
follow their talle : They were obliged to fbp 
dy fecurity. * The only perfons who were 

at liberty to follow tafte were churchoiai \ 

■ /' ' ■ ■ til * ■ 

and we find religious houfes every wuere b 

the moft delightful fpots. 

Sagacity in decyphering the real chanAQrs 
of men .is extremely ufeful^ but extremely 
rare. Many pafs for being focial and benevo- 
lent, though they are fond of company merely' 
firom vanity to fhine in converfation. Ma* 
Dy appear good natured and polite, to fhuq 
obloquy. Many aflume a fierce air, to .hide 
cowardice. And many purchafe boob, not 
for inftruAion nor amufementi hot to be 
thought men of knowledge. A man paf- 
fes for being avaricious, becaufe he abflains 

from ' 



( loi ) 

firom fuperfloities, in order to reliere the in- 

digest. Levis XIL of France was accufed 

af avarice, becaufe he would not oppreTs his 

fldgcAs in order to enrich his courtiers. On 

ht othc^ hand, a man is prailed for gene- 

iofity, who fcatters with oftentation what 

le acquires by injuftice : He makes pom- 

-lons prefents, but forgets to pay*hisdd>ts. 

Tnc woman is difhonoured focever, thoi^ 

lie bitterly repents of having been once led 

^ftray; while the aflhrance of another co» 

ten her from reproach* ^ 

r There is no tradition about what time the 

^iffidge of Stirling was erected ; but there is 

ftone in it marked with the year laii. 

^Tould not one conclude this to be the date 

J the bridge ? But tradition fays, that there 

v«s a former bridge which became ruinous, 

tnd that the ftone mentioned, with many o- 

-liers, vrere applied to the new bridge. We 

>Dght to be cautious in our fearches intO/ 

antiquity; for there is but one paflage to 

roth, and error lies on each fide. 

I 3 • Obfcf^ 
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IRi-poritenefi inftnfiblf grafted itfUf ttpon 
ber: He was hofpixMe, and (he riUMte an 
ezcelleni fecond; 

The kindly and benerelent bzre ctin" 
monly a' better opinion of others than die 
harfh and Teyere ; for we natnrallj judge <V 
thers to be like ourfeWes. Harmony in* 
man's own mind; difpofes him to a comi^ 
tion of univerfal harmony^ md of benevoi* 
lent Providence. What then moft the ^ 
thciftbc?' 

Bodily pain is hr ttom being the ferereft) 
yet to no other pain have we fo great an a- 
vcrBon : WUbly fo ordered for felf-prefenra- 
tioxr. 

Sitting is Ae beft pofture fbr delibera* 
tion, (landing for perfaafion. A jndge^ 
therefore^ fhould fpeak fitting : A pleader^ 
(landing. 

It b pedantry to obtrude frequently and 
unfeafonably our own knowledge in com- 
mon difcourie, and, in certain artides^ to 
aflume an air of (nperiority. According 
to this definition, a courtier or a foldier 
may be guilty of pedantry, as wdl as a phi- 
kfopher or a divine. Women are guilty of 

pedantry^ 
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f0iiifii^y% vvtcn they turaDgue ;ibotu ibcw 
ftlftf^^% their f^^tis, or ttcu- china. 

WjHlam the Conqueror fwore by GodV 
Ifjbp^oyuri bis fQn, WilUam Rufus^ hr St 
(jljtt'i f»cCr Were oaths anciemly fo fcarcc, 
at.t^k o^lig« a inan to invent oac fyt biqticlf^ 
ykqt a i^Apito or device .' 

'j^k^ ^q^cndous vail of Chio^ is cfidcnce 
tf 4 rvib and populous n^ttoa. But i^ is ^ 
fa eyi^ace of an c&mioate n^tioo : Men of 
courage chooJc to defend themfelvcs by the 
fWofdj oot by bulw^rtis. The vails built by 
Jladriaii afld Severus to defend the Briiom 
q^^uill the Calei^oaians, is a certain fymp 
torn that the Romans at that time were ux a 
4$cli^g (late. 
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HISTOKICAI. AND ALUSGORICAI., 



TH S Abbi de Vateville was'a mm ff 
lively imagination, and of wwrm :paC> 
fians. Hearing, one da]r» a fermoa tm tbc 
fire of belli he was inftantly feized with tbe 
terror of eternal danmatioa.. In order to 
mortify his unruly paflions, he became a Ca- 
puchin friar. But^ finding no fufficient mo^ 
tification in this order^ he entered into that 
of the Carthufians* There he pafied xhr^ 
or four years in a very edifying manner ^ 
but, not being able to drive from his -memo- 
ry the plcafures of the worlds he iettkd in 
the opinion, that to live in the world would 
be no obftacle to his falvation. Having laid 
apian for his efcape, he was feized by the 
prior in attempting to fcalc the waU. To 
diieitgage himfclf, he pulled out his knife, 

and 
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been thruft into the nunnery againft her incR- 
nation. It was not diflicult to gain her heart ; 
and they made fliift to meet fomctimes with- 
out being obftrufted by the grate. The in* 
tngue being difcovered, he was bitterly re- 
proached by the abbefs for his ingratitude. 
He flied many tears, and appeared to be a 
fincere penitent. Her advice was, that he 
ftiould flipr off privately j and (he even gave 
him money for his journey. He wrote to 
his nun, with an offer to marry her : She 
made her efcape» and flew to his arms. They 
got to LiflDon without being difcovered, 
where they found a (hip ready to fail for 
Smyrna. He fold his horfc, bought fomc 
merchant-goods, and agreed with the cap- 
tain for his ps^age* The captain treated 
lim with great civility, chiefly on the lady's 
account, who touched his heart. She ap* 
peared fo fond of her huiband, that he loft 
all hopes 9 but he eftcemed her the more on 
that account. 

Having landed at Smyrna, Vateville was 

warmly recommended by the captain to his 

acquaintance. In this city the lady fell ill, 

and died, leaving her hufband inconfolable* 

K He 
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He fct out for Conftantinople, procured a 
commiflion in the troops of the Grand Seig- 
nior ; and, by bis vigilance) aftivity, and in- 
ilnuation, became the chief favourite of the 
Aga his captain, who perfuaded him to turn 
Mahometan, as a fure road to preferment. 
He was warmly recommended by the Aga, 
and> by his means, obtained a confiderable 
pofc in the army. Uis appoinfmcnts enabled 
him to purchafe £ve or fix female ilavcsi 
with whom he lived much at his eafe. Af- 
ter paffing feventeen or eighteen years in 
this indolent fort of life, his patron was dif- 
graced, and turned out of office. Vatcvillc 
found it neceflary to take new meafures. Rc- 
foh ing to leave a country where he had no 
longer any Tproteftion nor hope .of prefer- 
ment, he wrote a letter to the Pope, Cgnily- 
ing, that he was flung with remorfc of con- 
fcience, and that, with permifEon of his ^ 
Ilolinefs, he was refolved to return to his\ I 
own countr\', and die a good Chriflian. An- J 
other 1 titer he wrote to the King of Spain, I 
demanding an employment that would yield j 
him eighteen thoufanJ livres yearly, the 
fame he enjoyed among the Turks, At the 

fame 
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fame tirne^ be wrote to the Emperor's gene* 
ral in Hungary, that, upon obtaining a /a- 
vourable ref|X)nre from the Pope and the 
l^ing of Spain, he would betraj into the ge- 
neral's hands four thoufand Turks, who were 
under his command.. The Emperor being at 
that time at war with the Grand Seignior, 
gladly embraced Vateville's offer, and ob- 
tained for him all he demanded. Vateville 
led his troops into an ambufcade, and they 
were all taken prifoners. Vateville retiimed 
to Franche Coct^, the place of his nati- 
viij, where he pafled moft of his time In 
hnoting and deftroying noxious animals. 
He was fond of good cheer i but beftowed 
on charity all he could fpare from living. 
He fettled penfions on two furgeons for ta- 
king care of -.the poor. Re entertained two 
fchoolma(ler$ for educating the poor boys and 
girls in the neighbourhood ; and he gave it 
penfion to an advocate for ailifting him in 
accommodating differences among his neigh- 
bours. He was both fevere and fudden in 
his puniflunents 5 otherwife eafy in his tem- 
per ; a good neighbour, juft, and benevolent. 
It is reported, that he died in firm hopes of 
K 2 para- 
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^adHe ; being perfuaded that his fincere 
penitence would procure him God's pardon 
tot his crimes* 



At the fiege of Namur by the allies, there 
were in the ranks of the company command- 
by Captain Frncent, in Colonel Frederick 
Hamilton's regiment| one UnnicDi a cor- 
poral, and one Valentine, a private centi- 
nel : There happened between thefe two men 
a difpute about a matter of love, which, up- 
on fome aggravations, grew to an irrecoD- 
cilcable hatred. Unnion being the officer 
of Valentine, took all opportunities even to 
ftrike his rival, and profefs the fpite and re- 
vcnge which moved him to it. The centi- 
nel bore it without refiftence 5 but frequently 
faid, he would die to be revenged of that 
tyrant. They had fpent whole months thus, 
ope injuring, the other complaining 5 when, 
in tlie midft of this rage towards each other} 
they were commanded upon the attack of the 
caftie, where the corporal received a fhot in 
the thigh, and fell. The French preffing 

on, 
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on, and he ezpedling to be trampled to deatH^,. 
called out to his enemy, Ah, Valentine! can 
you leave me here ? Valentine impediately 
ran back, and, in the midft of a thick fire of 
the French, took the corporal upon his back, 
and brought him through all that danger as 
far as the Abbey of Salfine,. where a cannon- 
ball took off his head : His body fell under 
his enemy whom he was carrying, off. Un- 
nion immediately forgpt his wound, rofe op,^ 
tearing his hair, and then threw himfelf up- 
on the bleeding carcafc,. crying, Ah, Valen- 
tine ! was it for me who have fo barbaroufly 
ufcd thee, that thou' haft died ? I will not 
live after thee. He was not by any means 
to be forced from the body, but was remo- 
ved with it bleeding in his arms, and at-^ 
bended with tear^ by all their comrades, who 
knew their enmity. When he was brought 
to a tent, his wounds were dreffcd by force i, 
but the next day, ftill calling upon Valentine,. 
and lamenting his cruelties to him, he difict 
!n th^ pangs of remorfe and defpair. 

K 3 3^ 
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^■. Giptiut R. being taken prT 
Srench Indians at a baute in North-Amcri- 
o^ was carried to their town to be fkrificed 
in tkc nfual barbarous manner. He was lied 
to a ftakc, and on the verge of the moft cmd 
tprtore?, when an old Indbn. of ;iutbor^ty 
flarting up, reprivicd him from death ^ iflt) i 

-tookluai fer a flave. His trcitment w 
]|lianBc> and his fcrvJtude tolerable, A year 

'and a half pafied in this manner, when an 
engagement happened between the Engiifl 
and Indians* The old man taking the Cap 
tain to an eminence, addre^cd him as Ibl* 
lows ; * My friend f You fee the men of j(Ktf 

• country are going to attack us. T,ou haycfr 

« ved with me a year and a half: Tou camtl 

• to me totally ignorant ; but- 1 have madtJ 
< man of you, I have taught you to build 

• canoesj to kill beaver^ to hunt^ and to fcalj 
' your eoemy ; Are yon not obliged to mc ? 

: Ihc Captain cxprefling his gratitud^^ til 

Ipifan alked him, ' Have you a father? 

>*:*rf i>htUevcJic b Uvbg/ replied the Captain^ 
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< Poor man f I pity him. Know I was once 

* a father ! my fon fell at my fide, fell glori- 

* oufly covered with wounds j — ^but I reven- 
« ged bis death ; I fcalped and then killed 
^ hu enemy.' Making here a paufcj he pro- 

* ceeded : < Behold that fun ! with what a 
« brightnefs it (hines to you. Since that day 

> a cloud has darkened all its radiance in my 
^ eyes. — See that tree> pointing to a aoagno- 
« lio, which bloflbms fo £ur for you^; to me 
^ it has loft all its beauty. — Go-^retom to 

* your father. Let the fun ihine with all its 
^ bright nefs for him, and the tree appear ia 
« all its beauty.* 



A fbvereigni in a progrefs thro' hb kbg^ 
dom, was informed, in one of his capital 
towns, of a fingular faA, That one of the 
inhabitants, a man of feventy years old^ had 
Bcver been without the walb. The man was 
called to the Ejng ; and, bemg poor, obtain- 
ed a penfion ; but, upon the following pro- 
vifion, That he ihould forfeit his penfion if 
c^per he fei fopt out of the town. But here 

even 
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■even cuftom could not prevail over love of 
fiberty : The man did not continue long at 
tftfe ; his confinement became infupportable^ 
«nd he loft his penfion in fix months. 



The pretorian bands were at firft billetted 
throngh the city of Rome. It vns Sejanos 
trho contrived barracks for them. And the 
fcllowing reafon is given by Tacitus^ ' That 
^'their union might mfpire them with coti* 
*^^ ragCi and others with £ear.' 



The cruelty and wickcdncfs of Tiberius 
became a ptinHhment upon himfelf; nor 
could he refrain expreiBng to the fenate the 
agonies of his mind. Tacitus obfcrves, that, 
in the fame manner as the body is torn with 
k(heS| the mind is torn with luft and 
cruelty. 

Dionyfius, tyrant of Syfacufc, was always 
bewraying his uohappinefs. Damocles^ one 
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of his flatterersj defcanting upon his magni- 
ficence, his power, his riches ; DionTfius faid 
to him, ' Thefc things fccm to delight you 5 
• make a trial of my place, by way of expe- 
.^ riment/ Damocles was inftantly arrayed 
in a purple robe, was attended by the King's 
guards ; to him all bowed the knee, and in 
every refpeft he was treated as Sling. In the 
midft of his pomp, Dlonyfius ordered a naked 
fword to be hung from the ceiling, by a korie 
hair, direAly over the royal throne^ where 
Damocles was fitting at a feaft. From that 
moment Damocles loft his fiomach, his joy 
vanifhed, and he begged to be reftored to 
the fecurity of his former condition. Dio- 
nyfius thus tacitly acknowledged, that his 
happinefs was poifoned by a coaftant terror 
he was under, of the puniihment he defer- 
ved for his cruelty and injuftice. 



A cat having devoured a favourite bull- 
finch, overheard her mafter threatening 
death the moment he could find her. In 
this dillrcfs, fhe preferred a prayer to Jupi- 

teri 



:t:3 



a ::^ x: 






ne A^ 



( "9 ) 

rows, and killing them, jirftified himfclf, £17- 
ing, that thefe little creatares never ceafed 
accufiDg him falfcly of his fiuher's murder. 
And thus was the parracide difcoveredj which 
had been perpetrated in the mod (ecrec mm^ 
oer, 

lo. 

Upon the flight of the Perliaas after the 
battle of Arbela, Quintus Curtius rdates^ 
that a cumber of them were drowned in the 
river Lycus. He adds the following reflec« 
tion» That, in fhunning, any danger, it is 
common to run headlong into a greater. For, 
fays he, when fear has once filled the mind» 
there is no room for another pafilon, not 
even for ^one of the fame kind. We are 
blind to all dangers fave what at firft raifed. 
otsr terror. 



II. 



An old man fatigued with a burden of 
flicks, threw it down pecvilhly, calling up- 
on death to deliver him from a miferable life* 

Death 



( no ) 

life. Death came prcfcntly, in his vontcd 
ghaftly form, defiring to know the gentle- . 
man*s commands: * Only, Good Sir, that 
* you'll do nie the favour to help mc on with 
< my burden again.' 

An afs, in a hard winter, wiihed for a 
little warm weather, and a mouthful of firelh 
grafs. The warm weather and the freft 
grafs came ; but with them (6 much toil, 
that the afs grows quickly as iick of the 
fpring as he had been of the winter. His 
drudgery increaiing in the fummer, he fan- 
cies he (hall never be well till autumn come ; 
but in autumn, with carrying apples, grapes, 
fewel, winter-provifions, he is Jn a greater 
hurry than ever. His laft prayer is for \?in- 
ter again, that he may take up his reft where 
he began his complaint. 

A fat parfon, who had long dofed over 
fermons in his pulpit, and ftrong beer in his 
parlour, happened one Sunday, after a plen- 
tiful crop of tithes, to exert himfelf mightily. 
His text was, the patience of Job. Deeply 
impreflcd with his own difcourfe, he, for 

the 
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the firft time acknowledged to his fpoufe a( 
fupper, that he was fomewhat choleric, but 
that hereafter he was refolved-to praAife 
himfelf what he had preached to others. But 
now, my jewel, fays he, let us refrcfh our- 
felves with a fip of the beft. Remember 
the favourite barrel, may not this be a pros- 
per time to give it vent i The obedient wife, 
raviQied with his good humour, flew to the 
cellar. But, alas, the barrel was flaved, and 
quite empty. What fhould (he do ? There 
was no hiding. My dear, faid fhe, with de- 
fpair in her eyes, what a fad accident has 
happened! I am forty, replied the parfon, 
gravely, if any one has met with a misfor- 
tune ; for my part, if it relate to me, I am 
refolved to bear it with Chriftian patience. 
But where is the beer all this while t 
« Alack-a-day, that is the very thing. How 
« it has happened, I cannot underfVand, but 
* it is all fwimming on the ground.' What 
do pious refolutions avail, when the hour of 
temptation comes ? The parfon fell into a 
^violent paflion, raved, exclaimed. My life^ 
fays {he, do but reflect upon your fernioni 
think of the patience of Job. Job^ faid he, 
L don't 
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don't talk to me of Job's patience ; Job ne* 
vcr had a barrel of fuch beer. 



12. 



^t the fiege of Cremona, its beautiful am- 
pitheatre was reduced to aflies ; by what acci- 
dent, whether by the fire of the beiiegers or 
befieged, was uncertain. The inhabitants of 
the colony, low minds being prone to fufpi- 
cion, believed it to be done by lome of their 
meighbours, through envy of a ftru£hire, the 
moft capacious' of the kind in Italy. Taci- 
tus relating this accident f, obferves, that, 
during the fiege, while the city was thpeat- 
cned with greater misfortunes, the deftruc- 
tion of this edifice was little regarded, but 
that, after the citizens were reftored to fe- 
curity, they mourned the lois> as if nothing 
more fatal could have befallen them. ^- 

13. - ^y, 

One aflting a lazy young fellow, what made 
him lie in bed fo long ? I am bufied,fays he, in 

hearing 



hearing coiinfel every morning. Induftry 
advifes me to get up^ Sloth to lie ftill ; and 
fo they give me twenty reafons pro and con. 
It is my part to hear what is faid on both 
fides ; and by the time the caufe is over, din- 
ncr is ready. 

14. 
LaMHU^ /. 5. Fab. 17. 

MARTIN fcrvoit un financier. 
Un jeune etudiant etoit le fils dg 
maltre ; 
Et Ic valet et Fecolier 
Stcient amis antant qu'on le pent tire. 
rarfois eniemble ils raifbnnoient : 
Dc quoij dcs maitres et des pcres. 
icjl? tapis fans cefie ils les tenoient. 
{^res font de vrais Corfaires^ 

I \ jamais aucun egard pour nous $ 
Auosijljl^ JiUBianite : penfent-ils que nous 

Des chid%^ et qu'eux feuls ils font 
hommdl ? 

"* ' L a Dcs 
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Des travaux accabbns^ des menaccS| dcs i 

coups, i 

Cela nous vicnt plus fouvant que nos I 

Quelle mauditc cngcance ! Eh i mon pauyp 
Martin, 

Les pcres font-ils molns fauvagcs ? 
Bifoh Vetudiant* Reprimandcs fans fin> 
Importune morale, conuyeux vcrbiagC5 : 
Fous qu^jla font du fo\r au matu», 

Us vcudroient dous voir toujours fages, 

For^ant nos inclinations, 
Vcut-on ctrc d'cpec ? ils nos veulcnt derobc; 
Qu^clque penchant qu'on ait> U feut qu'on s'j 
derobe, 

Pour ceder a leurs viiions* 

Non, 11 n'eft point d'efpecc plus mauyaifi 
Que refpece de pere, infifte recolier. 

Et Martin foutenant la thcfe. 

Pour les maitres veut parier. 
Auffi long-temps qu'enfemble ils demeuQ^ 
rent, 

Ce fut leur unique entretien. 

Mais en fin ils fe fep.irerent j 
Chacun fit route a part. Martin aqquit di 

blCDj 

D'cm 
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B'emplois en emplois fit fi bien 

Qu'il devint financier lui-m£me ; 

£ut des maifons ^ que dis-je i eutdes pa-» 

lais ; 
Table exqulfe et d^un luxe extreme. 
Grand equipage^ ct peuple de valets, 
L'ecolier d'autre part h^ite de (on pere i. 
Augmente encor fes biens } prend fcmmc 5 
a des enhns ; 
Le temps coule^ Us font deja grands : 
Martin devenu riche, il Ic fit fon compere :. 

AuiH bons ^mis qu'autrefbis, 
lis raifbnnoient encon Quelle 6tgit Icfxt^ 

matiere ? 
Les valets, les enfans. O la pcfante croix, 

Dit Monfieur de la Martiniere, . 
(Car Ic nom de Martin ctoit cru de troia, 
doigts); ' 
Quel fardcau que des domcftiques ! 
Pareffeux, ne craignant ni menaces, ni coups^, 
Vol'eurs, traitres, mcnteurs, et m^difans ini- 

ques) 
lis maogent notra pain et fe mocquent der- 
nous. 

L 3. Ahii 




Ah ! <Jit le pcre dc fbmilfc, 
ParUz-moi dci eofin* ; ?oila Ic vrai chagrin. 
Hs nc valent tous rien^ autant gar9oa qit£ 

ytin« eft tmc coquette, et Taut re un libertsM* 

Nul refpeft, nullc obiiiHmcc ; 
Kotu nous tuons pour cax, point de fecoi> 
coiir^nce. 

Quand mourra-t-il ? ih attendent Rn- 

Et fe trottvent alors di&barafltz d'autant* ^ 

Cirs gens cuilcnt mieux ^t pcut*itrc 
Be ti'uccuJer (jwc riiOEninef ct non point ks 

ctats : 
II rv'eft bon valet ni bon makrc, 
Bon pcrc, nt bon £Is > mauvais dan? tous Ics 

cas : 
11 Cult la paffion, l*Jntcrtit, Ic caprice ; 
Ne laiffe a la raifon aucune autoritS i 
Et feaiblable a lui-mfime en fa diverfit^^ 
C'eft toujours egale injuftice. 
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La Motte^ /. 2. fab. 9» 

DEUX de ces gens coureors du sxonde^ 
Qui n^ont point aflcz d'ycux, ct qui 
Toudroient tout voir ; 
Qui pour dire, j'ai vCi^ je le dois bien ff avour^ 
Feroient vingt fois touteia terce ronde; 
Deux voiageurs^ hlmporte de leur nomi^ 
Chemin faifant dans les champs d'Arabie^' 
Raifonnoient du cam616on f . 
L'animal fingulier f difbit i*un : de nia Tiie 
Je n^ai vti Ton pareil ; fa tete de poifibn^ 
Son petit corps lezard^ avec fa longue queue^ 

Ses^quatrc pattes a trois doigts. 
Son pas tardif^ \ faire une toSe par xnw^ 

Par deflus tout, fa coulcur bleuc. 
Alte-la, dit Tautre 5. il eft verd : 

De mes deux yeux je l*ai vfi tout a Taiie^. 
II 6toit au Ibleil, et la gofier ouvert, 
Q prenoit fon r^pas d'air pur • . Ne tous d6> 
plaifej 

Rcprit 

t Ce qa*on dit id dn cimel6on cfi nppoit^ par k|. 

Vdiageurs*. 




fteprit Tjatre, il eft bleu ; jc Tai vfi mlwt 

que vous, 
Quolqtic ce ftt a I'ombrc t il eft vcrd ; blcu^ 

vous dis*jc : 
Demcti'tl I puis injure ; ailoicnt vecir Jcj 

)>)rf<iQ*il arrive ua tiers. Eh ! Mcfficurs^ 
quel vcrtigc I 
Hol^ done ; calniez-vous un peu, 
ViljanHcrs, dit l*ua dVux ; mais j«ge2 iJ 

quer^lle 
Sue Ic camfleon ^ fa coulcur^ quelle cil- ellc ^ 
MonCeur veut quM folt verd ; moi je £)^ 
qu'il eft bleu. 
Soycz d'accord, il n'eft m Tun nl Tiutic, 
Dit Ic grsvc arbitrc, il eft noir, 
A h cbaiidelle> hier au foir, 
Je rexaminai bien j je Tai pris, il eft ntoc,; 
£t je le tiens cncor dacs mon mouclioir. 
Non, dUent nos luucms, non, je puis vous 

repondre 
Qu*il eft Tcrd -, qu*il eft bleu ; j'y donneroJj 

mon fang. 
NoIr, iofifte le juge ; alors, pour Ics coft* 

fbndre, 
IXouvrc le mouchoir, et racimal fort blanc* 

Voit 
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Voila trois itonnez^ les plaideurs et I'arbitre; 

Ne r^toicnt-ils pas a bon titrc ? 
Allez enfans, allez, dit le cam^Uon j 

Voz avez tous tort ct raifon. 
Croyez qu'il eft des yeux auiE bons que to 

votres ; 
Dites vos jugemens ; mais ne foyes pas fous 
Jufqu'a vouloir y fo Amcttre- les autrcs. 
Tout eft cam^l^oa pour vous. 



i6. 



Freinfliemius, in his Supplement to Quin^ 
tus Curtiusj informs us^ that the Perfians, 
who had been terrified with the fortune and 
warlike preparations of Philip of Macedon^ 
were laid afleep by his deaths contemning 
the youth and inexperience of Alexander ; 
but that the repeated news of his viAories 
drove them to the other extreme, and infpi- * 
red them with terror, not more bounded than 
their contempt had been formerly. This is 
an inftance of what may be termed vibra« 
tion of paffion^ riilng, pendulum-likei on the 

cno 
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one fide, to the fame hqight from which it 
fiills on the other. 



17- 



It muft appear fingular, that the FarifianSf 
an immenfe body of people, could, merely 
upon account of difference in religious prin- 
ciples, be animated with fuch hatred againft 
their lawful fovereign, as to fuffer, with pa- 
tience, the utmoft diftreffes in the long fiege 
they endured anno 1590* Vaft numbers 
died of £unine, and the dead became the 
ordinary food of the living. Davila Informs 
vs, that it was a common praAice among 
the German foldiers who guarded the town, 
to kill children and cat them. And yet^ 
during that fcvere profccution, not a whif- 
per of yielding, though they were ofEered 
all fecurity for their religion. The Duke o£ 
Parma raifed the (lege ; and, after his return 
to Flanders, the fiege was converted into i 
blockade, which preventing any regular 
fuppliea, reduced the Parifians to confider* 
able ftraits, ,though far from what they had 
formerly fuffered. It was during this time 

of 
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of moderate perfegstioo, tMt they loft coo- 
ragej became impatient^ and were willing to 
Tubmit upon any reafonable terms. When 
the town was vigoroufly attacked, the inha« 
bitants were not lefs Tigorous in its defencej 
and their obftinacy was inflamed by bigotry 
and hatred to the reformed religion* Du- 
ring the blockade, being fuffered to live idle, 
they had nothing to animate their oppofi- 
tion ; and as, in the interval betwixt the fiege 
and the blockade, they had tafled of plenty, 
they could, not think without abhorrence up- 
on their former nJferies. 

The Jews, while they fuiffercd the fevereft 
perfecution in all Chriftian countries, con- 
tinued obftinate in their religion. In Eng- 
land, being now treated with humanity, they 
daily become converts to Chriftianity ; not 
being able to bear with patience the flight 
contempt their religion lies under, nor the 
unfociablcnefs of their ceremonies, which o- 
biige them to eat feparately fiom others. 



1 8. 
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A merchant at Tea afked the (kipper whaf 
death his father died ? My father, fxys the 
Ikipper, mj grandfatheri and my great- 
grandfather, were all drowned. Well, re- 
piles the merchant, and are not you afraid 
of being drowned too ? Pray, fays the other, 
what death did your father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather die? All in their beds,' 
fays the merchant. Very good,, fays the 
fldpper, and why fhould I be afraid of go- 
ing to fea, more than you are of going to 
bed? 

19. 

To (how how much nations are attached 
to their cufloms, Herodote relates, that Da- 
rius King of Perfia having aflcmblcd the , 
Greeks who were under his command, de- I 
manded of them, what money they would 
take to eat the dead bodies of their parents, 
as the Indians did : And it being anfweredi 
that it was not poflible they ever could aban- 
don thcmfclves to fo great inhumanity, the 

King, 
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King, in the prcfencc of the fame Gre^s^ 
demanded of fome Indiansi what money 
they would take, to burn the dead bodies -of 
their parents, as the Greeks did. The In- 
dians expreffing the utmoft horror, intreatcd 
the King to Impofe upon them any thing lei's 
unjuft. 

Th« aged among the Hottentotcs are 
treated with great humanity fo long as they 
can do any work ; but, when they can no 
longer crawl about, they are thruft out of 
the fociety, and put in a folitary hut, there 
to die of age, or hunger, or to be devoured 
by wild beafts. If you expoftulate with the 
Hottentotcs about this cuftomt they arc a- 
ftonifhed you fliould think it inhuman. < Is 

* it not a cruelty/ they a&, * to fuffer per- 
^ (bns to languid! out an uncomfortable old 

< age, and not put an end to their mifery, by 

< putting an end to their days ? We think it 

* the greateft humanity to haften the cpn- 
« clufiqn of fuch a life/ 

M ::o. 

r--' 
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20. 



Profperity in the greater part of men fof- 
ters pride, and adv^fity, 4iumUity. Upon 
a firm and magnanimous temper their ef- 
fcfls are direftly oppolitc : Profperity is at- 
tended with moderation, adverCty with pf ide, 
and fon>etimes infolence. Scipio Africanusi 
in the very blaze of his glory, utterly rcjcft- 
ed certain honours decreed him by the peo- 
ple, bccaufe thefe honours were contrary to 
law. But the fame Scipio, in adverfity, 
when the popular clamour turned againft 
him, infolently trampled upon law, by rc- 
fufing to fubmit to a fair trial. And he 
went fo far as to violate the facred tribum- 
tian power, when the tribunes were execu- 
ting the praetor's fentence againft his "bro- 
ther. 



21. 

Prometheus formed man of the fineft cldy, 
and animated him with cekftial fire. Hz 
gave him the courage cf the iion, the fubtil- 
ty of rhc fox, tlie providence of the ant, and 

the 
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the induftry of' the bee : He di/covered to 
him the metals hid in the bowels of the 
eai thj and Oiewed him their feveral ufes : He 
taught him to till the ground, to build hou- 
fcs, to cover himfelf with garments, to com- 
p>pund medicines, to heal wounds, and to 
cure difcafes s to conftruft fhips, to crofs the 
feas, and to communicate to every country 
the riches of all : In a word, he endued him 
with fenfe and memory, with fagaclty and 
invention, with art and fcience : And, to 
crown all, he gave him an infight into fu- 
turity. But, alas ! this laft gift, inftead of 
improving, deftroycd all the former. Fur- 
siihed with all the means of happlnefs, man 
was miferable$ being incapable of enjoying, 
prefent good, becaufe of his knowledge and 
dread of future evil. Prometheus, in pain 
for his workmanfhip, refolved to remedy 
this misfortune : He immediately reftorcd 
man to a capacity of happinefs, by depriving 
him of prcfcience, and giving him hope in 
its Aead. 



M. 2 22. 
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dlat {he was a Chriftiaii) and a virgin ; and 
that (he abhorred more than death the de- 
Boacheries of his feraglioi and the impoiibn- 
ed finoothnefs of his promifes. All means 
were ufed in vain to gain her. Magnificent 
habits, coftly jewels, were rejcftcd with dlt 
dain. Mahometi irritated with unexpected 
refiftance, fell from love to hatred, and cut 
ofiP her head in a tranfport of fury. And 
thus our heroine, by the facrificc of a frail 
life, acquired immortal glory. 



33. 

Hence that beautiful fentiment of Te- 
rence, in the Eunuch, where, he makes Chae* 
rca fay, after enjoying his miftrefs, * Nunc 
« tempus profeAo eft, cum perpeti me pof- 
< fum interfici \ ne vita aliqua hoc gaudi« 
* jpn contaminet aegritudine.' And Caefar, 
after attaining all his wifhes, and fubduing 
his country, fpokc indifferently about life, 
« Se fati^ vel ad naturam vel ad gloriam vl-* 
*■ xiffc/ 
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24- 



Vcrtot reports of Mahomet the Great, that 
tho* he had conquered two empires, twelve 
kingdoms^ and about three hundred cities ^ 
yet thefe were fo far from fatisfying his am- 
bition^ that, toward the clofe of his life, he 
was deeply engaged in new enterprifes. This 
IS vouched by the infcription he ordered to 
be engraved upon his tomb, which^ without 
the leafl hint of his former viAcmes^is as fol- 
lows: * My ambition was the conqueft of 
' Rhodes and of proud Italy/ None of our 
pai^ons are fo oppreHive and tjrrannical as 
ambition and avarice. They know no end,^ 
aud are never to be. fatisfied. 



A folemn owl, puflfed up witb vanitv,. 
fal repeating her fcreams at midnight ^om 
the hollow of a blafted oak. And- where-^ 
fore, fays £he, this awful filence, unleis it be 
to favour rny fuperior melody ? Surely the 
groves are huflied in expcdtation of rojt 
voice, and when I fing all nature liftens. 

An 



( ^39^ y 

An echo refounding from an adjacent rockf 
replied^ <' All nature llftens.' The nightin- 
gal^ refumed (hei has ufurped the fovcreign- 
ty by night : Her note indeed is moficalj but 
mine is Tweeter far. The echo replied agaiOj 
< Sweeter far.' Why, then, am I diffidentj, 
continued (he, to join the tuneful choir ? The 
echo repeated, ^ Join the tunefiil chew/ 
Roufed by this fhadow of approbation, ihe 
mingled her hootings with the harmony of 
the grove. Bat the tuneful fongfters, di& 
guiled with her nolfe, and affronted with her 
impudence, unanimoufly drove her from their 
focicty. 

26. 

Nicotris, Queen of Babylon, ordered' a^ 
' monument to be raifed for her with the fol- 
lowing infcription : * If any king who reigns 
(in Babylon after me, fhall be in diftrefs for 
V. want of money, let him open this fepuU 
« chre, and take what is needful. But let 
« him not difturb my aflies, unlefs he be 
< really in want 5 for it will be a violation.* 
The fepulchre remained untottched till the 

king- 
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mbgdom came to Darius fon oS Hyffafpes. 
His aTarice having moved him to open the 
inonumenty he fbond nothing but the dead 
body» with the following words : < Toor »- 

* varice has procured* you infamj mficad of 
^ riches. Had you not been infiitidiley you 
<' would not have violated the fepolchrcs of 

• the dead:' 

A certain farmer having a choice api^e- , 
tree in his orchard^ made an annual prefent 
tb his landlord of the firuit that grew on it 
The landlord was fo fond of the apples, that 
nothing would ferve him but to have the 
tree tranfplanted into his own garden. The 
tceCj upon the removali withered and £ed. 

XT' 

Hefhamj the fifteenth Califf id the Saia- 
censj was an able ftatefman, afiive, alid m- 
duftrious : But he was avaridoosy and fd- 
dom with-held by juftice fna^ robbnig hii 
people. El MakiUj an Arabian anihoTy le- 
htes, that never Califf was poffidBed of b 
much tapcftry, nor of fo many robes aind gar- 
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ments. Six hundred camels^ fays that ao« 
thoi-, were employed to carry his wardrobe^ 
of which a thoufand girdles^ and ten thou- 
fond fhirts, made a parf. Waled, his nephew, 
ambitious of reigning, had not patience till 
death fliould make way for, him. Having 
received certain intelligence that Helham 
was paft recovery, he difpatched fome of his 
confidents to Damafcus, that they might 
-take poiTeffion of the royal treafure in his 
name. One day, Heiham having got a lit« 
tie refpite, called for a fum out of his trea-* 
fury, Avhich he wanted to difpofe of. Find-* 
ing that accefs was refufed, he exclaimed, in 
deep concern, « Oh God t have I been amaf- 
' fing wealth all my life, not for myfelf, but 
« for Waled !' Thefe were his laft words ; for 
grief and Indignation broke his heart. He 
was fcarce dead, when his houfe was plunder- 
ed fo effeftually, that none of the utenfils nc-- 
ceiTary for wafhing his body, according to 
the oriental cuftom', were left. This prmce» 
fo uncommofligr fond of hoarding, left this 
world in as great want of neceilaries as the 
mod wretched of his fubje^, 

a8. 
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^ The French,' obferres Seifcl^^ 

• ways been free id exprciling their d 

• of all men \ and even of their princ 

• only after ihcir deaths but when all 

• fomctinics even in their prefencc-^ 
Xlli being dangeroufly ill, was repfl 
ua the Oiige pile and languid^ aad Tuil 
cd with phyllcians confultlng about! 
rafe. They agreed upon 2, doze of {hj 
gold : He indantly recovered^ and |j 
remaining iyftcm, but an ardent thirft, , 
informed of the fucccis of that £mi 
coolly, * I love much better that m 
' rice fhould make my courtiers laugbj 

• that my profiifcnefs fhould make m 
« pie weep.* 



29. 

A farmer who had lived comfortal 
on his honeft labour and induftfy, cal 
'ons to him upon deathbed^fl^d infi 
them that there was a treafi|K hid 
vineyard. launedistcly i^pon his deatl 
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to work. They turned the ground 
1 over, and not a penny to be found. 

profit of the next vintage explained 
cr's meaning. 

I Ofman, who had received his cdu- 
1 the feraglio, being, in the year 1698, 
le age of twenty-five, was ftnt with 
an's orders to the Bafliaw jf Cairo, 
died by land to Said ; and being a- 
thc Arabs, who rove about plunder- 
:ngers and caravans, he embarked on 
Turkifh veffel bound to Damietta, a 
:he Nile. In this fhort paiiage they 
acked by a Spani(h privateer, and a 
aftion cnfued. Topal Ofman gave 
: firft proofe of that intrepidity, by 
le was fo often fignalized afterwards, 
w, animated by his example, fought 
:at bravery j but fuperior numbers at 
'ailed, a^ Ofman was taken prifoner, 
ing dangdrouily wounded in the arm 

Ofman's 
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Ofman'i gallantry induced the S| 
tiin to pay him particular regard 
vrotmds were ftill in a bad way 
Was carried to Malta, where the 
went to refit* The wound in his 
the moft dangerous ; and he was 1 
ever after j for which he had thf 
Topaii or cripple. 

At that time Vincent Arnaud 
of Marfeitlef, was commander of tl 
Malta ; who, as his buQnefs reqn 
on board the privateer fo foon as 
to anchor* Ofman no fooner fa^ 
than he faid to him, ' Caa you d( 

• rous and gallant aftion ? Ranfoir 
^ take my word you fhall lofc not! 
Such a rcqueft from a Have in c 
ii|Jcommon 5 but the manner in 
was, delivered, made an impreffioh 
Frenchman; who turning to the 
the privateer, afked what he dem; 
the ranfom. He anfwered 1 000 • 
Arnaud turning to the Turk;Waid, 

* nothing of you ; and would ^ 



f Near L* joo* 
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« me rifk looo fcquins on jrour bate wofd'^ 
« Each of us aft in this (replied the Turk) 
< with confiftency. I am in chains^ and 
•therefore try every method to recover my 
« liberty, and you may have reafon to difr 
« truft the word of a ftranger. I have no- 

* thing at jwrefent but my bare word to give 

■ you ; nor do I pretend to affign any reafon 

■ why you {hould truft to it. I can only fay^ 
« that, if you incline to aft a generous part^ 

* you fhall have no reafon to repent/ The 
commander, upon this, went to make his re- 
port to the Grand Mafter Don Perellos. The 
aiir with which Ofmand delivered himfelf 
"Wrought fo upon Arnaud, that he returned 
immediately on board the Spanifh veflel, and 
agreed with the captain for 600 feqxiiasy 
which he paid as the price of Ofman's liber- 
ty. He put him on board a veflel of his ownt 
ind provided him a furgeon, with every 
thing neceflary for his . entertainment and 
cure. 

Ofihan had igenttoned to his bene^Aor^ 

that he might write to Conftantinople for 

ike money he had advanced; but, finding 

liunfdf in the hands of a man who had truft- 

N ed 



cd fo mudi to his honour^ he was embolden, 
cd to aik anather favour j whicL, iw*, 
leave tlic payment of the ranfom cjitirdy 

him. Arnaud difcertied> that m fuch a d3 
things were not to be done by halves. He 
;igrecd to the propofal with a good grac^ 
;md fhowcd him every other mark of ge^^ 
ro&ty and fricndfliip* Accordinglj Ofmaiif 
fo foon as he was in a condition, ict out i' 
gain upon his voyage* 
, The French colours now protcfled hint 
from the privateers, !n a fhort time bf 
reached Damiettaj and failed up the NiktO 
Cairo^ No fooner was he arrived ther^ 
than he delivered looo fequins to the maftsr 
of the vcfTdl, to be paid to his bcnefa^or ^r- 
naudj together with fome rich furs ; and be 
gavt: to the niiiftcr himfelf 500 crowns as 1 
prefent. He executed the orders of the Sui- 
tan his mafter with the Bafha of Cairo; arti 
fetting out for Conftantinople, was the fiift 



who brou[iht ihsncws of bis flav 



'*ij 



/ejy. 



The favour received from Arnaud in fudi] 
circumflancesj made ati impreillon upon ** 
generous mind, too deep ever to^e eradica- 
ted. During the whole courfe of his lifct 

he 
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he did not ceafci by letters and other ackfiow* 
ledgmentSi to teftify his gratitude. 

In the I7i5> war was declared between 
the Venetians and Turks. The Grand Vi- 
zir, who had projefled the invafion of the 
Morea, aiTeinbled the Ottoman army near 
the ifthmus of Corinth, the only pafs by 
which this peninfula can be attacked by 
land. Topal Ofman was charged with the 
comcnand to force the pafs ; which he not 
only executed fuccefsfully, but afterwards 
took the city of Corinth by aflault. For this 
fervice he was rewarded, by being made a 
b^iha of two tail$. The next year he ier?ed 
as lieutenant-general iinder the Grand Vizir, 
at the fiege of Corfu*, which the Turks were 
obliged to abandon. Ofman ftaid three days 
before the plate, to fecure and conduA the 
retreat of the Ottoman troops. 

In the 1722, he was appointed Seraflticr f,. 

and had the command of the army in the 

Morea. When the confuls of the different 

nations came to pay their refpcfts to him in 

N a this 

I General in cbkf. 
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this quality, he diftlnguiflhed the French by 
peculiar marks of kindnefs and protedion. 

• Inform Vincent Arnaud/ fays he, < that I 
< am the fonder of mj new dignity, as it 

* enables me to ferve him. Let me have his 

• fon in pledge of our friendthlp, and I will 

* charge myfelf with makirg his fortune.' 
Accordingly, Arnaud's fon went into the 
Morea, and the Serafkler not only made him 
prefents, but granted him privileges and ad- 
vantages in trade, which foon put him in a 
way of acquiring an eftate. 

Topal. Ofman's parts and abilities foott 
raifed him to a greater command. He was 
made a baiha of three tails, and begleibcg 
of Romania, one of the grcateft govern- 
ments in the empire, and of the greateft im^ 
portance by its vicinity to Hungary. . 

His refidence during his government was 
at Nyffa. In the year 1727, Vincent Ar- 
naud and his fon waited upon him there, 
and were received with the utmoft tender- 
nefs. Laying aiide the baflia and governor, 
he embraced them, ciufed them to be fervcd 
with llierbet and perfumes, ard made them 
fit upon the fame fopha with himfclf ; an 

honour 
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honour but rarely beftowed by a bafha of the 
firft order, and hardly erer to a Chriftian. 
After thefe marks of diftinftion, he ient them^ 
away loaded with prefents. 

In the great revolution which happened at' 
Conflantinople anno 1730, the Grand Vizir 
Ibrahim perifhed. The times were fo tumul- 
tuary,. that one and. the fame year had feen 
no fewer than three fucceffive vizirs. In. 
September 1731, Topal Ofman was called 
from his government to fill this place ; which 
being, the higheft in the Ottoman empire,, 
and perhaps the higheft that any fubjeft 
in the world enjoys, is always dangerous,, 
and was then greatly (b« He no fooner arri^ 
ved at Conftantinople to take pofleffion> 
of his new dignity, than he dcfired the 
French ambaflador to inform his old bene- 
factor of his ad?ancement ; and that he 
ihould haften to ConAantinople, while things* 
remained in the prefent fituation ; addingi 
that a Grand Vizir feldom. kept long in his 
ftation. 

In the month of January 1732, Arnaud, 
with his fon, arrived at Conftantinople from 
Maha,. bringing with him variety of prc- 
N3 fents^. 
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fi^% im4 rwelvc Tvrks wbom he bad nn^ 

^^ mA fc^Aot wtc br<Hight before To- 
pA Ofifn Gcattd Vbctr o( the Otosian em 
avd them bi tfae^prtfcnceof 
t^^. with the atmoft 
IT, Tkcn tnrmrsg to tliofc 
311^ pDuiriBg to- the noromc^ 
67^ Wt « thcfc TOOT br(^ 
the fwects of liberty, 
^«&iff knuaiy g ro an ett in Oaverj : This 

I fidff « love, loaded vkh chuns, f^rcammg 
\ mjbtnui^ acd co-xreU vita wounds l Tliii 
\ ^ ife Spin vho miecm^ iDd favrd me ; 
^ tbift M w^ suiter xni beccr^^ffcor : To hira 
4 IiKiiMkbted fcr ii&> Ubcrty^ fertuDc, uid 

* c^CTTF tiling 1 tnpaj^ Without knowing 

* aoe^V paid for me 3 hxgt: nnfcm^ ftm mc 

* aviyttpoairj bare word, axidgavemci 

* ft^ip to c»rrj lat- Where ts ctct a Mu& 
*s £^^ capable of fucb gencrofity P 

jIc Omiaa was fpeaking, all eyes were 



Ucd upcn A^nagdj who htld 



tho,:Grani 
Viir't 




i 
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Vizir^s^ hands clofely locked between his own; 
rhe Vizir then afted both father and fon 
nany queftions concerning their fitnation 
ind fortune, heard their anfwers with kind- 
nefs and attention, and then ended with an 
Arabic ientence, AllatH KB&iiff. He 
made before them the diftribotkm of the 
prefents they had bniught, the greateft part 
of which he fent to the Sultan, the Sdtanai 
mother, and the KiSOer Aga f. Upon which 
the two Frenchmen made their obcifancei 
and retired. 

After this ceremony was over, the Ion of 
the Grand Ybir took them ta his apart* 
ments, where he tr^ted them with great 
kindnefs. Some time before they left Con- 
flantinople, they had a conference in private 
with the Viair, who diveOed himlUf of alt 
fiatc and ceremony. He let them nnder- 
fiand, that the nature of his fitnation would 
not permit him to do as he defired^ fince a 
minifter ever appears in the eyes of many 
to, do nothing without a view to his own 

f The providence of Ood is grausf^ 
\. Gluci of the bhck cnoiKhs. 
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particular' intereft ; adding, that a bafha wai^ 
lord and mafter of his own province, but that 
tjbe Grand Viair at Conftantinople had a 
maficr^ater than himfelf. 

He.cauied them to be amplf paid for the 
ranfom of ^he Turks, and likewife procured 
them payment of a debt which they looked . 
•n asdeCjperate. He^ aUb made them large 
prefentf in money, and gave them an order 
for taking a loading of corn at Salonica^ 
which was likely to be very profitable, as the. 
exportation of corn horn that part had been, 
for a longtime prohibited. 

Ab bis gratitude was without bounds, his 
^beralitj was the fame. His behaviour to 
tkis benefa^or demonftrated that greatnels of 
ibul, which difplayed itfelf in every aOion 
of his Life. And thi^ behaviour muft appear 
the more generous, when it is confidered. 
what contempt and averfion the prejudices 
of education create in a Turk againft Chrifc 



ai- 
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31- 

Damon and Pythias were Intimate fiiends. 
Damon being condemned to death by Die- 
nyiius the tyrant^ demanded liberty to go 
borne to fet his affairs in order i and his 
friend offered himfelf bail, fubmitting to 
death if Damon fhould not return. Every 
one was in. expectation what would be the 
event, and every one began to condemn Py- 
thias for fo rafh an adion. But he, confi* 
dent of the integrity of his friend, waited the 
appointed time with alacrity. Damon, ffriA 
Co his engagement, returned at the appoint- 
ed time. Dionyfius, admiring their mu- 
tual fidelity, pardoned Damon, and prayed 
to have the friendfhip of two fuch worthy 
men. 

At the battle of PhiUppi, when Brutus, 
after the rout of his army, was in hazard of 
.falling into the hands of his enemies, his bo« 
fom-frlend Lucilius gave him an opportunity 
to efcape, calling out, < I am Brutus, lead 
• me to Antony.* Being conducted to An- 
tony, he fpoke with great rcfolution. ^ I 
* ' have 



/ 



/ 
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' have employed this artifice,' faid he, * that 
' BrutQs might not fall alive into the hands 

• of his enemies. The Gods will never 
« permit that fortune fhall triumph (b f ar o- 
' ver virtue. In fpite of fortune, Brutus will 
' always be found, dead or alive, in a fitua- 

• tion worthy of his courage.' Antony ad- 
miring thefirmnefs cf Lucilius, faid to hini, 

• Tou merit a greater rccompence than it is 
' in my power to beftow. I have been juft 
' now informed of the death of Brutus ; and 
' as your fid&iky to him is now at an end, 

• I beg eari^eftly to be received in his place ; 

• Love me as you did him, 1 wifh no more/ 
Lucilius engaged himfelf to Antony, and 
maintaining the fame fidelity to him that ht 
had done to Brutus, adhered to lum when 

• lie was abandoned by all the world. 



32. 

A certain magpyc was more bu/y and 
more loquacious than one of his tribe. He 
Was continually upon the wing, fluttering 
from place to place, and fcldom appearing 
twice together in the fame company. Some- 
times 
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times you faw him with a flock of pigeons, 
plundering a field of ripe corn ; anon perch- 
ed on a cherry-tree with a parcel of tom- 
tits ; the next moment, you would be fur- 
prifed to find the fame bird engaged with a 
flight of crows, and feafl-ing on a carca(e. 
He took it one day in his head to vifit an 
old raven, who lived retired in a thick wood. 
I admire, fays the prating bird, your ro- 
mantic Gtuation, and the wildnefs of thefe 
rocks and precipices : I am trahfported with 
the murmur of that water-fall, which diftu- 
fcs a tranquility furpafling the joys of pubKc 
life : What an agreeable fequeftration from 
worldly buftle and impertinence ! what aft 
opportunity of contemplating the divine 
beauties of nature ! I fliall moft certainly, my 
dear, quit the town-gaitles, and for the fake' 
of thcfe rural fcenes, and my friend's agree- 
able converfation, pafs the remainder of my 
days in the folitude he has chofen. Well, 
Sir, replies the raven, I (hall at all times be 
glad to receive you in my old fafhioned way : 
But you and I fhould certainly prove moft 
unfuitable companions. Your whole am- 
bition is to fliine in company, and to recom- 
mend 
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mend yourfetf by uQiverfal complalfance */ 
My greateft happlnefs confifts in eafe and 
privacy^ with the convcrfation of a few fe- 
led friends. I prefer a good heart before 
the mod voluble tongue ; and though I am 
obliged to you for the politenefs of your pro- 
feffions, yet your benevolence is divided a- 
mong fo numerous an acquaintance, that 
little can remain for thofe you are pleafed to 
honour with the name of friends. 

33- ; 

A good-natured fpaniel overtook a.furly 
maftiff as he was travelling the high-roadp 
Tray, though an entire ftranger to Tjgifj 
accofted him civilly ; < and if it would be no 
^ interruption, he ihould be glad to bear 
• him company.* Tyger, who happened to be 
in a mood lefs growling than ufual, accepted 
the propofal, and they amicably purfued 
their journey together. When they arrived 
at the next village, Tyger began to unfetter 
his malignant difpofition, by aii improvokcd 
attack upon every dog he met. The vilb- 
gcn faUied forth with great indignation to 

reicue 
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refcue their refpeAlve favourites ; and falling 
upon our two friends without diflinfUon or 
mercy, poor Tray was moft cruelly treated, 
for no other caufe but the being found in 
bad company. 

Alexander had two friends, Hephaeftion 
and Craterus, of different manners. He- 
phaeftion, ftudying Alexander's humour, fc- 
conded him in affe£Ung the Periian garb and 
cuftoms. Craterus, on the contrary, regar- 
ding hiS' mafter's glory, was perpetually ex- 
horting him to defplfe the effeminacy of the 
' Perfians. Alexander loved Hephaeftioni but 
he revered Craterss. 

35- 

Ariftotlef affigns a retfom Breach of 

friendfhip, fays he, b the greateft injury ; for 

^ there, the injury b not only confidered, but 

mlfo the perfon ; and the iqjury is doubled 

by the addition of ingratitadew 

O 36. 

f Falitic L 7. cap. 7. 
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In that notable vidlbrys which Cyrus th? 
Ferfian obtained over the Aflyrians, Pan- 
thea« wife to Abradatas King of the SuCansi 
was made a captive ; and being a lady rec- 
koned the moft beautiful of Afia, was refer- 
ved for Cyrus, by his captains. Her bnf- 
band was not in the battle, being employ- 
ed to treat of ^n alliance betwixt the Afly- . 
rians and the King of Bafti-ia. Cyrus, cal- 
ling to him Arafpes, the companion of his 
youth, recommended Panthea to his care 
Have you feen this woman, O Cyrus, fud 
Arafpes ? Cyrus anfwered. No. But I did, 
replied he. When we chofe her for yooi 
ihe was fitting in her tent, without any dif^ 
tingui filing mark or habit, furroimdcd bf 
her women. But, defirous to know whick 
was the miftrefs, we immediately found her 
out, though covered with a veil, and looUf 
on the ground. She got up to receive «», 
and we perceived that ihe excelled in ii* 
ture, in grace, and beautiful (hape. Tb 
cldeft among us addrelTed her in the folb»« 
ing words : < Take courrige, woman. ^^\ 
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* have heard that your hufba 
« man \ but now you arc referv^ 
« inferior to hitn, in perfon, uii 

♦ and^ power ; for, if thcFC be \\ 

• who defcrves admiration, CyA 
«, man, and to him you are deftii^ 
woman, hearing this, tore her ro 
accompanied with her fervants, fet \ 
mentablc cry. Upon this, part of I 
was difcovcrcd, and her neck and . 
And be it known to you, Cyrus, that > 
thought never was produced fuch anc 
woman. Therefore, by all means, you i\ 
fee her. Cyrus anfwered, That now he 
rcfolved againft it. Why fo ? faid the you\ 
man. Becaufe, faid Cyrus, if, upon hearin, 
£rom you that fhc is handfome, I am perfua* 
ded to fee her, I am afraid I fhall be more 
eafily tempted to fee her a fecond time, and 
perhaps come to negleA my affairs, and fit 
gazing on her. Arafpes fmiling, ^Do you 
think, Cyrus, that beauty can neceilltate one* 

. to a£l contrary to reafon ? If this were natu- 
rally fo, all would be under the fame nece& 
fity. But of beauties, fome infpire love, 
fome not ; for love is voluntary^ and every 
O 2 mao. 
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man loves whom he pleafes. How comes 
it then to pafs, replied Cyrus^ if love be vo« 
lantary, that one cannot give it over when 
he inclines I I have ieen perfons in grief and 
tears upon account of love, wifhing to be rid 
of it as of any other diftemper, and yet bound 
hy a ftroHger tie of neceffity than if bound 
in iron chains. The young man to this faid, 
There are indeed examples of this kind ; but 
fuch are miferable wretches ; for though 
they are always wifhing themfelves dead, as 
unhappy, yet they never think of parting 
with life. Juft fuch wretches are they who 
commit theft j and yet, O Cyrus, I obferve 
that you treat thefe with great feverity, as 
reckoning theft no fuch fatal neceflary thing. 
So perfons that are beautiful do not neceiE* 
tate others to love tbem, or to covet whit 
they ought not. Weak men, impotent ia 
mind, are flaves to theii: paffions ; and to cxp 
cufe themiclves, accufe love. But the firm 
and refolute, though fond of gold, fine hofr 
fes, beautiful women, can with eafe abAaioi 
fb as to do nothing contrary to right* I, who 
have ktn this womaq, and thiqk her ex- 
tremely beautiful^ remain notwithftandifig i 
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free^ and ready in all refpeAs to perform my 
duty. But perhaps, faid Cyrus, you retired 
before the time that love naturally lays hold 
of a man. It is the nature of fire not inftant« 
ly to burn ; yet am I not .willing, either to 
Aieddle with fire, or to look on beautiful per* 
fons/ Beeafy, faid he, Cyrus: Though I 
look on Fanthea without ceafing, I will not 
be fo conquered, as to do any thing I ought 
not. Tou fpeak, faid Cyrus, handfomely: 
Be caiipEul of the woman, for fiie may be of 
(ervice to us in fome future exigency. And- 
thus they parted. . 

' Arafpes, partly by convcrfiog with a wo^- 
jKian not lefs wife than beautiful, partly by 
Audying to fcrve and pleafc herj partly by 
her gratitude when he was fick, and her 
anxiety for his recovery 5-^ — by all thcfe 
jmeans, he was made her captive in love. 
He ventured to open his heart to hern but< 
without fuccefs : For {he had the warmefl: 
^Se£lion for her hufband. Tet (he forbore 
complaining to CyruSy being unwilling to ■■ 
hurt Arafpes. Araijpes began to think of* 
force; for his ptffion was now too violent/ 
to be reftrained. Upon this, Panthca, ap-- 
0.3; ^r>- 



tir'iCT to tt'i Arzfr*^?- ilixr if 1 
Tali bv ptrfcztcsj ic irss wcl! 
r.o rcrans wis ht te think cf 
ntirJftcr uftd no trr.drmc& la ; 
ccirjTi-flbn ; he acc-ifed Arzij 
traycr of his truft, rrprcsdung 
fnju(Uce> and iroporrnce cf p 
young man, ftruck lo the hears 
tears. Cjrus fending for hixa, 
pes, faid he, that joo are ovcm 
ft-ar and fhame ; but be comfort 
rcnd| that the gods themfelve 
conquered by love. The wifei 
not exempted from this paffion 
nounced upon myfelf, that if 
with beautiful women, I was 
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fed to pardon the failings of men. But Eov 
fhall I hold up after this mifcarriage? My 
Eriends will negleA me, and my enemies trjt- 
Bmph ovQT me. Cyrus faid^ Agreeable to 
me is thy fbrrow, O Arafpes : Lives there a 
inortal without failings ? Happy he who pro- 
fits by them» 

Panthea^ charmed with thb condiifk io: 
Cyrus^ and admiring his excellent qualifica- 
tions, endeavoured to gain her huiband Ab- 
radatas to his fide» She knew there was no 
cordiality betwixt him and the King of At 
fyria. That prince had attempted to take 
Panthea from him; aid Abradata89. confix* 
dering him as an unjuftman^ wiibed no- 
thing more eameftly, than an opportunity to 
F^uit his fesvice. For this readbn he Mened 
•10 the folicitations of his wifie y and cam^ o» 
ver to Cyrua with two thouiand horfe. :P»» 
thea informed him of the virtue of Cymsj 
fand of his tender regard for her. What am 
I do, Panthea^ faid ^Mnradatas^ to Ihewmy 
gratitude to Cyms? What dfej faid flie^ but 
ta behave towards him as he has behaved fo^ 
Wards you ? Upon thiiy Abradatas^ coming 
lKi> Cyrus, and taking him by the hsmd> fiud^ 

O 
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O C^ruSi in return for the benefitsyou Iiave 
b^otred upon us, I give mjCdf to you^ an 
aUy, a fervanti and a friend* 

From that time Cyrus had no ally mote 
attached to his intereft than Abradatas.< — 
TliiB morning of that day in which Cyrus o- 
verthrew Croefus, Panthea brought to her 
h^fbfttidi preparing him for battle,"' a golden, 
helmet, bracelets for his wriftsi a parple robe,, 
and a creft of a violet colour. Thefe thin^- 
having bebn prepared without his knowledgei. 
he faid to hef, Have you made me thefe 
aMfiSi Pabthea, by deftroying yoor own or^ 
nametits? No, furely, faid ihe, not by de* 
fltoyiiffg what is the moft valuable, of them;. 
kft you are my grei^efl ornament; Froceed«- 
ing to pttt on the armour^ tears trickled, 
dewn her cheeks^ though fhe endeavoured to 
r6ftrain them. Abradatas, in this drefs^ap- 
jmttd moft beautiful and noble. Ftothcai, 
after defiring all that were prefent to retire, 
(poke as follows: « O Abradatas I if ever 
^'therdrwere a woman who regarded her 
<^'hiiAand more than her o^vn foul, you know 
« that I am fhe^ And yet, though I ftand 
f thus afieAcd toward you, I fwear byonr 
"■ - * mutual. 
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mutual frieodihipy that rather would I be 
put unikr ground with you, approving 
yourfelf a brave mauj than live with yoa 
in difregard and fhame. We both lie un- 
der great obligations to Cyrus, that when 
I was a captive, and chofen for himfelf, he 
kept me for you, as if I were his brother's 
wife.' Abradatas, firuck with admiration 

her difcourfe, gently took her hand into 
!S| and lifting up his eyes to heaven, made 
le following prayer: < Do thou, O great 
Jupter, X grant me to appear a hufband 
worthy of Panthea, and a friend worthy of 
Cyrus !' And having faid this, he mounN 
l his chariot, and moved along. She could 
^t refrain from following, till Abradatas^ 
-eing her, faid. Have courage, Panthea, 
le gods take care of the virtuous : And up- 
Q this fhe was conduAed to Her tent. Tho' 
.bradatas in his chariot made a noble ap- 
earance, yet he drew no eyes till Panthea 
'as gone. 

The viflory that day was compleat : Cy- 
js routed his enemies, and got pofieflion 
f their camp. Towaird the evening, when 
ne battle w^ over^ Cynis, calling fome of 

his 
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th3^ fool 
to Pusibcm, Sc4 

tevc aia bshU fixd! ] 
aw! at CO more r Ac tb^ J 
him by the rigbi haiult « 
for i; Iiad been cut off in 
En^n* fnaothering her grie: 

and faid. The reft, Cynis, 

condirioii- But why ihouU 
thj* mangled body ? for yoi 
^^cd than I am. ' Fool I 
' cioentty did I exhort h 
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« fricndfliip for you ; and P know he nevjer 
« thought of what he himfclf might fuflir, 

< but of what he fhould do to gain youc fa^ 

* vour. He died, therefore^ without reproach, 

< and. I, who urged him on, fit here alive»- 
Cyrus, fhedding tears, fpoke thus : < He has 

< died, O woman ! but his death has been 
' glorious, for he has vanquiChed his ene« 
^ mies. Honours fhall be paid him fuiting 

< a conqueror. A lofty monument fhall be 
^ eredled for him ; and all the facrifices (hall 
*« be made that are due to the memory of a 

• brave man/ Having faid this, he went a- 
way, with great concern for the woman who* 
had loft fuch a hufband ; forrowing alfo for 
the man who had left fuch a wife behind 
him, never to fee her more. 

The woman ordered her eunuchs to re- 
tire, till fuch tinae, faid fhc, as I have la- 
mented over my hufband. She retained oa» 
-ly one faithful attendant, commanding, that 
when (he was dead, (he fhould be wrapped 
in the fame mantle with her hufband. The 
fcrvant, after repeated remonftrances, flhd- 
. ing her intreaties.unfiiccefsful, broke into a 
flood of tears. Panthea, being before hand 

pro- 
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provided with a fword, thruft it into her bo- 
fom, and, laying her head upon her huiband's 
breafti died. The maid-fervant^ fetoing up a 
moft lamentable cry, covered the bodies as fhe 
had been direAed. Cynis^ informed of this 
melancholy fcene, hafted to the placCy {truck 
vrtth admiration of the woman, and lament- 
ed over her. Their funeral rites were per- 
formed in the moft folemn manner; and 
their monument is to be feen in that coun- 
try to this day. 



37- 

A conne£Uon that fubfifts upon gratitude 
and mutual good oflSices, Is generally brit- 
tle. Each is apt to overvalue the good he 
does to the other ; and confequently to ex* 
peCb more gratitude than is reafbnabk. 
Hence heart-burnings and difguft. It is cxba> 
wifei where the connefticfki is formed upon 
aSedion and habit. Quarrels tend to flrengdi- 
en the connefUon^ by the pam of being t 
variance. The firft fort of connefUon i 
comnmily that of finendsj the other that of 
loven* 

3i 
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It is obfcrvcd of Maecenas and Saluftlus 
Crifpus, the one the favourite of Auguftus, 
the other of Tiberius, that in their declining 
years, they retained more of fliow, than of re- 
ality, in the friendfhip of thefe princes. Ta- 
citus, upon this, makes the following reflec- 
tion •, That favour is feldom long-lived j 
whether it be, that fatiety takes the prince, 
when he has "nothing left to beftow 5 or the 
favourite, when there is nothing lefc for him 
to defire. 
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' Juft refentment is apptafcd by a fuitable 
acknowledgement ; for it has no further aim. 
But an unjuft aAion rankle^ the mind) and 
Inflames every malevolent paflion. Hence 
a fimilar obfervation, That it is more diflSi- 
cult to reconcile the perfon who does the in- 
jury, than him who receives it. The very 
£ght of one we have injured, flings us with 

P r- JTC- 
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rcmorfe, and we are not far. from hating 
who continually gives us pain. This i^ 
to niake the injurious perfon inflexil 
whereas the perfon injured feels nothing 
the injury to obftruA a reconciliation ; 
fo ibon as a proper atonement is made, 
fentment i^ at an end* 
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V Achaia, under the government of Ar: 
was the mod flourifliing republic of Gn 
tVl it came to be rivalled by Sparta u: 
Clcomcnes. Sparta folicited an alii 
with the Achaeans for their common fa: 
But Aratus, rejcfling the propqfition, c! 
to put his people' under the proteftior 
AntJgonus King of Maccdon. This 
was inconfiftent with found politics. C 
mcnes was a man of virtue and civili 
manners, and had no view beyond the 
blic good. Antigonus was a tyrant and 
preflbr, fo infolcnt, as even to demand 
vine honours. But Antigonus was an 
king, and confidercd always by Aratus as 
Jfoperior. Cleomenes, on the contrary,' 
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a young man rifing in fame ; and what is- 
flill of greater weight, he was of the fame 
rank| and in the fame circumfiances, witk 
Aratus. And it is a maxim we may hold 
as unqueftionable. That, in the race of glo* 
ry, it gives us more pain to fee one gaining 
ground of us, than twenty running Jbefore 
us* « 

Two^nen, one covetous, and one envious, 
becoming petitioners to Jupiter, were told. 
That what the cme prayed for, (bould be 
doubled on the other. The covetous man 
prayed for riches. The envious man^ not 
fatisfied with a double portion, requefted^. 
that one of his eyes might be put out, in or^ 
der to deprive h^s companion of both. 

The behaviour of Fabius the diftator, to 

^linutios bis mafter of horfe, is well known. 

JMinutius, by his calumnies, had wounded 

fcliie reputatioa of Fabius, and, by his in* 

P a * trigu^, 
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triguesy had got himfelf conjoined ia Ihe 
BIAatorian power, a thing till then un- 
known. Tet Fabhis tiore all thefe difgraces • 
with temper, and faved his rival from mhii 
in which he had involved himfelf by foUj 
and rafhnef^. But the fame Fabios could 
not fee, without envy, the growing feme and 
reputation of Scipio* 

A royal eagle, refblving to advance hk- 
AibjeAs according to their merits ordered 
every bird to bring its young ones to court^ 
for a comparative trial. The owl prefled 
into the circle, mopping and twinkling, and 
obferved to his Majefty, that if a graceful 
raein and countenance might entitle any of 
his fubje^s to a preference, Ihe doubted not 
but her brood would be regarded among the 
firfl: : For, fays flie, they are all as like me as 
they can ft are. 

'A gnat, that had placed himfelf upon the 
horn of a bull, very civilly begged pardon 
for the liberty he took : But rather than in- 

com- 
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aommode you, fays he, by iny wcighti Til* 
remove. Oh ! never trouble your head, for 
that, fays the bull : I felt you not when you' 
&t down, and I ikall not mifs you when you. 
are pleafedto remove*. 
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A fkittifh horie, that ufed to boggle at hia- 
own fhadow, was expoftulated with by hir 
rider in a vei7 ferious manner. What a 
dtice ails yon i fays he, it is only 2. fhadow 
you ;u% afraid of. And what is that (ha^ 
dow, but fo much, empty fpace that the light 
eannot come at ?. It has neither teeth nor 
claws, yoa fee^ nor any thing elfe to hurt 
you } it will neither break your fhias nor 
blpck up your paflage.. It is well for you 
to upbraid me, replies the horfe gravely^. 
who are more terrified at ghofts and goblins^ 
mere (hadows of your brai% than L am att 
the fliadow of my body. 

A Wolf, peeping inlo a hut where a €0014 
papy of (hcphcrds were regaling thcmfclvei 
with a joint of mutton. Lord ! faid he, wh^t 
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$ clamour woiJd thcfc men have T^tfci^ bai 
tiwj cutchfti CQC at fuch a banquet ? j 



At a miJir fit at his dcflt, counting OTCf 
h;S Iieaps of go!J» a m^^pye eloping fram bis 
cjgc^ picked up 3 guinea^ aad hopped away 
wkh U» The mifer raiOlng the piece, o1> 
fuvcvl the fdoti hixling it in a crevice. And 
3rt ikoOf crieJ he, that worft of thievefl, T»ho 
haft robfar^J n>€ of my gol Jj witluMit the plet 
©f II9CC&1/, anJ withotft regard to its pfoper 
uTe ? But thy bfe (hiU atone for fo prepo^ 
rOTt» it TtJUny. Soft and hir^ good oiafler, 
«{aoth the magpye* Have I inn^red yon 
more than you have iii/iireJ the public ? and 
am I not ufing your money as you yourfeU 
dt> ? If I mud lofe my life for hiding a gui- 
nea, w^at do you defervc fior hiding |hiii> 
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A farmer came to' a neighbouring •Tawycr,. 
■apreiliog great concern for an accident be 
fciJ had juft h;ippenfj. One of your oxcn^ 
^ontkiued he, has btea gored by an uniucicj 

buU 
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bull of minei and I fhotild be glad to know 
what reparation I am to make you. Thou 
art an honeft fellowj replied the hwyer, and 
will not think it unreafboable that I have one* 
of thy oxen in return. It is ao more but 
jvftice, quoth the farmer.-— But what did I 
&y ? I miftook ! It is your bull that has Uk 
led one of my oxen. Indeed ! lays the law- 
yer, that alters the cafe : I muft inquire iii- 
tethe aflFair, and if— And if! interrupted 
the farmer ; the bufifaefi I find would have 
been concluded without an j^ had yoo been 
as ready to dp. juftice to others as to exaA.it 
from. them.. 

A fpendthrift had fold his coat ; and judg« 
iag fummer to be at hand upon the fight of 
»fwaUow that came before her time^ made 
fipee with his waiftcoat alib| fo that he waa. 
reduced tb his Hurt.' A fit of cold' weather 
happening,, the fpendthrifti in thebittemefi 
' of diftrefi, reproaching theiwallow, exclaims^ 
"What a wretched fot art thou^ tbu9 to raim 
both tbyfelf and mei^ 
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A fycanwrc which grew bcfidc an oat,, 
bemg not a little elevated with the &t& wartn 
dafS io (pring, poiffed forth its leaves apacc^ 
a&d dcfyiikd the mked 04k for infcniibiiity 
sod wv^ of ffirit. The oak made this rt- 
jHy 3 Be not} my friend, fo mtich delighted 
with the &ft addrcfs of every jSckk zephyr. 
Coatider, froft may yet rcuirn to irip th^ 
beauties JO their bud. The tree that appears 
too fuddenly adtefkd with the firft h^otxf* 
able glance of fpring, will be the firft to 
ftadc its verdure, and. to drop beneath the 
frowns of winter^i 
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Alevinder having conquered Sidon, m 
ODmmended to Hephteflion fco choofe kp 
king the moA worthy of the citizens. He 
oflercd the crown to two young men of ilW^ 
triou5 birth, his landlords ; who ref ufed tk 
ieme^ becaufe they were not of the royal 
Aocft : fiying, that it was againft the lav of 
their country for aiiy other family to iulK^ 

tit 
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le crown. Hephaeftion, admirbg their 
lanimlty, cried out, « O happy young 
n, who know how much mor« wife it 
o rejeft a crown, than to receive it tm- 
:Iy :* And, asa mark of hi».efteem, he 
ided of thenoi to choofe the King. They 
ed upon Abdalonimus, of the royal fa« 
» who being reduced to poverty, had no« 
\ to live on but a little garden in the ibb- 
The young men went into the gar« 
with the crown in their hands, and 
i Abdalonimus bufy at work. They 
ed him king, and exhorted him to be e» 
Qindful of the low condition from which 
as taken ; adding, that his poverty and 
[Iry had beftowed this honour upon him. 
ander inquired of him, whether he had 
e poverty Vith any degree of patience ? 
7i(h,' fays he, < I may bear profperity 
:h the fame equality of mind. I had* 
le ; but I wanted little i and thefc hands 

pplic4 what I wantcA.' 
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the ftate, he became a dangerous enemy, 
Luft of rule threw down him, whom cou- 
rage and conduft had raired. He was de- 
prived of all his emploTxnents ; and a law 
was made, that he ihould not thereafter bear 
any command in the city. This change of 
fortune threw him into defpair : And, to a- 
void difgrace, he retired to the country with 
his wife and family. His ambition had made 
him negleA moneys and his inclination to 
magnificence had diffipated the bulk of his 
paternal eftate. All that he had remaining, 
was a fmall farm in a remote corner, \liere 
he fliut himfclf up out of the eye of the 
world. 

His wife Praxinoe had fpirit and re/ohs 
tion. Her beauty and birth had made her 
the objeA of many vows, but {he had pre- 
ferred Melefichton purely for his merit. 
Mutual affe^ion, which had made this cou- 
ple hapjiy for many years, occafioned now 
their greateft diftrefi. Melefichton imagined 
that he could bear fingly the greateft mi& 
fortunes, but he could not bear to fee Fra- 
xinoe reduced to poverty. Praxinoe, on the 
other hand, was in defpair to find that {he 

con- 



( i8o ) 

contributed to her hufband's afflldlion. Their 
children, a boy and a girl, were their onlf 
remaining comfort. Melibeus, the foHi be- 
gan early to {hew (trength, addrefs, and 
courage. In this folitude, his father had 
leifure to teach him every leflbn for cuhiva- 
ting and adorning the mind. * Melibeus had 
an air, ilmple, f\veet| and ingenuous, mixed 
with £rmnefs and elevation. MelefichtoOi 
beholding him, could fcldom refrain from 
tears. .His own misfortunes he confidered 
as nothing ; but it ftung him to the heart 
that they fliould be extended to his children. 
Damaeta, the daughter, was inftrufted hj 
her mother in all the arts of Minerva. She 
was ikilled In mufic, and her voice was, ac- 
companied with the lyre, more moving than 
that of Orpheus. Her hair hung waving in 
the wind whhout any ornament. She was 
drefled in a plain robe, borne up with a gi^ 
die, which made her motions pcrfeftly caff. 
Without drefs (he had beauty; and knew it 
not, having never even thought of viewing 
herfelf in a fountain. The father, in the 
mean time, full of difcontent, delivered him- 
felf up to defpair. His frequented walic 

was 
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was on the fea-fhore, at the foot of an im- 
pending rock. There he would often retire 
from his family to deplore his misfortunes. 
He never fpoke but in fighs ; he negledled 
the cares of life, enervated and funk in black 
melancholy. 

One day, overcome with wcarinefs and 
diftrefs, he fell afleep. The Goddefs Ceres 
appeared to him in a dream.' Her head was 
crowned with golden ears of corn. She 
fpoke to him with fweetnefs and majefty ; 

< Is it for Melcfichton to be fubdued by the 

< rigours of fortune ? Doth true nobility cpn- 
« fift in riches ? Doth it not confift in a 6rm- 

* nefs of mind fuperior to fortune? Men 
« render themfelves miferable by indolence 

* and falfc glory. If neceffaries be wanting, 

< would you owe them to others rather than 

< toyourfelf? Content yourfelf with little; 

* gain that little by your work j free your- 

* felf from a dependence on others ; and you 
*' fliall be ilioft noble. ^ Take courage, therc- 

* fore, and be induftrious.' She ended, andi 
^prefcnted him with a cornucopia. Bacchizs 
«qppeared crowned wltli ivy. Pan followed 
JplftyiDg'on a flote^ with the &wns and fa- 

- ' ^ Q^ tyrs 
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tyrs dancing around. Pomona prcfented 
a iapful of fruits ; and Flora fcattered flowen 
\Ivid and odoriferous. Thefe field- divini- 
ties, all of them, threw a favourable regard 
upon Melefichton. 

He awaked, and was comforted. He talk- 
ed of his dream to Praxinoe. They pcrcci- 
red contentment within their reach, and' 
began to tafte rural pleafures. Nothing was 
now to be feen in the family but a face of 
chearful induftry. Praxinoe and DamaeU 
applied themfelves to fpinniog. They had 
herbs from a fmall garden, and milk firom 
a large flock. Their food was drcfled up 
with cleannefs and propriety. It was fim- 
pie, natural, and good, feafoned with an ap> 
petite infeparable from temperance and tra- 
vail. Their houfe was neat: Their tapc- 
ftries were fold, but the walls were white 
and clean. Their beds were not rich, bat 
they wert not the Icfs doceat, and eafy. 
The kitchen itfelf had an elegance not to be 
feen in great houfes, every thing in it flfr 
ning, and in its proper place. To regak 
the family upon extraordinary occafioijs, * 
Praxinoe produced honey, and ih^ jEneft I 
• • fruits. I 
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fruits. She cultivated a flower-garden, fold 
part, and referved part to adorn her houfc 
Damaeta imitated her mother. She went a- 
bout finging at her work. Her tender lambs 
danced »pon the green, and the echoes a- 
round repeated her notes. Agriculture was 
MeleCchton's province. He himfelf held 
the plough, fowed the grain, and attended 
the reapers. He found fuch labours more in-^ 
nocent than thofe of war. He planted a vine- 
yard, and had wine to entertain his guefts. 
•"Winter, the feafon of repole, was dedicated' 
to focial intercourfc and innocent amufement* 
Melefichton thanked the Gods for opening 
his eyes. He was now fendble of the falfe 
luftre of ambition and greatnefs ; and he 
was entirely fatisfied with his prefent lot. 
In Melibeus, occupation and toil fuppreiTed 
youthful pafiions. The orchard was his care ; 
he planted trees, and nurfed them up. He 
brought a canal of water into the girden, 
which he divided into many rills. His fa- 
ther had infpired him with a taftc for readi 
i»g ; and, in the intervals of work, his div^- 
fions were hunting, running, and wreftling 
inth the neighbouring youth. 

Qjl Mdc* 
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Me!:/ichton, now accuftomed to a life oJ 
iur.i i::::y, found himfelf more at cafe than 
i:: his wo: \*d grandeur. The ncceflaries of 
U:c he hjvl in ubi:ndaRce, and he defircd no- 
tr.!: .: bo.nJ. TIic pl^afures of fociety, he 
u -iJ i:: :.is cvn f-rrily. Lcvc and tcrJcr- 
c.-.i ur'.icJ them intimately, and beftowcd 
;::-cert h.^prln.-fs. At a diftancc from court, 
:>>:>• '.rere i^norini of its giddy picafurcs, 
J--:v.-vv> hz :bc fVukion, and ftiU more 
.•L-rjr? r. il.e ccnfequences. Their 
;* c ^-,5-er. :-.*t\':. ir.nccenr, Cmplc, and 
• V. /. :;■ .j: ll^siy once ag.iin vi- 
• - -^ f~ -- ind a-;b;tioa re- 
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to- him as in his former dream^ and thus fiie 
fpoke ; * To which would you be devoted ;. 
^ ambition, which has Ymncd you ; or to in- 

* duftry, which has made you rich and hap-^ 

* py ? True dignity flows from independence, 
« and. from the exercife of benevolence. 

* Owe therefore your fubfiilcnce to the frnit- 

* ful earth, and to your own labour. Let 
^ never indolence or falfe glory tempt you to- 
< quit that which is the natural and inex^ 
^ hauftible fource of all good.* 



fi. 



My head, fays the boafting flr to the hum^ 
ble bramble, is advanced among the ftars j I' 
furnifli beams • for palaces, and ma As for 
fliips ; the. very fweat of my body is a reme* 
dy for the fick-aiid wounded.: Whereas thou, 
O wretched bramble, creepeft in the dirt,, 
and art good for nothing, in. the world but 
mifchief. I pretend not to vie with thee, . 
(aid the bramble, in what thou vaunteft of: 
But, I pray thee, tell me, when the ca&- 
f^ter comes to fell timber, whether thou 
Qjl. wouldit: 




SiJc for fide upon ^ {hcif dwelt two bo 
le one new bound in Turky, and well f 
t;e other in old parchment, gnawed 
wof ms* The new book^ proud of its d 
cries put, Let thU mifer^ble book be re 
Ycd: Is there an eye that this ragged wr 
docs not offend ? Lefs difdaini if you pi 
lays [he old book ; If yon kncwrae thoro 
ly— — I dcfire none of your acquaint; 
Suffer me only to tell y9u.<N— Hold 
peace *^ you di^race me. In the mean 
A purchafcr comes : He fees and purcl 
At parchment-book. It was an orad 
law. At the firft glance he condemns 
ether; a poem^ not lefs extrava^uit t 
cold. Hcre^ fays he to the bookfellef^ i 
much precious leather thrown away. 

Arc you acquainted with none who 
reprefcnted by thefc hooks ? Is not the ' 
mnn ia a poor habit fcoraed by theg 

. l£ 
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lotd P and yet he is a man i and tlie othc( 
frequently no more but a habit. 

53- 

Difcontented with his prefent lot, a cer- 
tain man was always at his prayers for be^ 
ter fortune. Jupiter in good humour tranil 
ports him into the celeftial magazines^ where 
a number of bags^ fealed by the deftinies^ 
were ranged in orderj containing all the 
different fortunes of men. Here, fays Jupi^ 
ter, your lot is in your hand : But to re- 
gulate your choice^ know that the moft for* 
tunate lots weigh the leaft } misfortunes only^ 
are heavy. Thanks to Jupiter^ replies our 
man, I (hall now be happy. He lays hold 
of the firft bag, that of kings^ covering cruel 
cares under an external pomp. Oh ho 1 fyjt. 
he, that man muft be vigorous indeed who 
bears to heavy a burden. Throwing it a- 
£de, he weighs a lecpnd, the bag of the 
. great, and of men in place. ThenflKlie an- 
xiety and- profotmd meditation J the thirft of 
power, the terror of diigrace. Miierablc 
they to whom this lot bdODgs ! aies our 

man; 
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May heaven prcfcrve mc from it. He 

; on weighing bags without cndj fifiditig 

all too heavy, fome by fad confine- 

lent, Tonic by unbounded dcGrcs, fome by 

[cQvyand fcar, and fomc merely by the fatic- 

[iy of pleaftire^ At laft he fitimbled on the 

that pleafcd him ; ThiSj fays he, weighs 

fnot fo much* And it would weigh ffiJl left, 

fcys the god> if it did not belong to one who 

b Ignorant of Its yaluc, T am not fuch a 

changeling, fays the man, let it be mint 

Bot you are ignorant of its value, fays Jupi- 

tCTj for it is the very lot yoti have all along 

been In' poflcffion of. Farewell; but leara 

by this trial to be fatisficd with it. 
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Of all the Spanlfh Kings of the Arabian 
race^ Abdoulrahm;in the Third was the mod 
magniiicent and prosperous. He was fuc- 
cefsful in war; He adorned his kingdom 
with public buildings; and had a reventre 
fufficient for all his undtrtakings^ with- 
out opprefling his people. He was mark- 
ed: out by all as a happy prince. How dif* 

fcrcnt 
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ferent was his own opinioiii delivered in z 
manufcrjpt of his h'and'^ writing found in liis 
fepofitories after his death? ^ From the time I 

* afcended the throne, I marked every parti- 
< cular day that afforded me true pleafure } 

* and thefe days amounted to fourteen. Mor« 

* tals ! conilder what this world 'is, and how 
^ little we ought to rely on its pleafnrcs. Yet 

* nothing feems wanting to my felicity, not' 
^ riches, nor honoursj nor fovereign power* 
' Neighbouring princes envy my happinefij 

* are jealous of my glory, and ambitious of 
^ my friendfhip. I have reigned fifty years | 

* and yet, in fo long a time, I have not been 

* able to count more than fourteen days free 
^ firom vexation and trouble.' 

When Calais, after a (bamcful revolt, W3« 
retaken by Edward III. he, as a punifhment^ 
appointed fix of the moft reputable burgeC- 
fes to be put to death, leaving the inha- 
bitants to choofe ' the vidims. While the 
inhabitants, ftupidly aghaft, declined to 
make a choice, Euftace de St Pierre, a 
burgefs of the firft rank, ofiored himfelf to 

be 
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be one of the devoted fixl A gcncrofity fo 
uncommon raifed fuch admirationi that five 
more were quickly found who followed his 
example. Thefe fix illuftrious perfons^ march- 
ing out bare-footed, with halters about their 
necks, prefented to the conqueror the keys 
of the town. The Queen being informed of 
their heroic virtue^ threw herfelf at the 
King's feet, entreating him^ with tears in 
her eyesj to regard fuch illuftrious merit. 
She not only obtained their pardon, but en- 
tertained them in her own tent, and difmi& 
fed them with a handfome prefent. 

It was the fixed opinion of Ariftides the 
Athr:nian, that he was bound to ferve his 
country without the expeftation of being re- 
warded with riches or honours. Being one 
4!ay in the theatre, where a tragedy of Jt- 
fchylus was aAed, containing the following 
words : « That he cared more to be jnft) 
* than to appear fo ;* all eyes were inftantly 
tiu*ned upon AriAides, as meriting that cha- 
racier ; and from that time he got the fur- 
name of Jtift. This remarkable diftinflion ' 
xoufed envyi and enyy prevailed fo far as to 
• procure 



procure his banifhment for ten years, upon 
the unjuft fufpicion, that his influence with 
the people was dangerous to their freedom. 
But his abfence diffipated thefe vain terrors. 
He was fo^n recalled ; and^ without fhewing 
the Icaft refentment againft his enemies, he, 
for many years, aAed both in peace and war 
with the greateft prudence and moderation. 
His difregard for money was vifible at h5 
death ; for, though he was frequently treafu- 
rcr, as well as general, he fcarce left (bffi- 
cient to defray the expence of hk buriah 
But his virtues did not pafs without rewarj. 
He had two daughters, wh# were educated 
at the expcnce of the ftate, and got portions 
allotted them from the public treafury. 

Plancus being profcribed by the Triumvirs 
Antonius, Lcpidus, and Oftavius, was for- 
ced to abfcond. His ilaves, though put to 
the torture, rcfufcd to difcover him. New 
torments being prepared,. Plancus appeared, 
to prevent further diftrefa to fcrvants that 
were fo faithful to him, and offered his 
throat to the fwords of the executioners. 
An example fo noble, of mutual affc£Uon 

betwixt 
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arrived at a garden enriched with aromatic 
hecbsi fragrant flowersi and delicious fruits. 
They regaled themfelves on the various dain- 
ties fpread before them ; the one loading his 
thigh with provifions for the diftant winter ; 
the other revelling in fweets, regarding no- 
thing but its prefent gratification. At length 
they found a wide mouth'd phial, hanging 
beneath the bough of a peach-tree, £lled 
with honey, expofed to their tafte in the moft 
alluring manner. The thoughtlefs epicure 
plunged headlong into the vcflel, refolving 
to indulge his appetite to the full. The phi- 
lofopher fipped a little with caution, but fuf- 
picious of danger, flew off to fruits and 
flowers, where, by the moderation of his 
meal, he improved his relifli of them. In 
the evening, he called upon his friend to ac- 
company him back to the hive j but found 
him forfeited in fweets, which he was as un- 
able to leave as to enjoy. Clogged in his 
wings, enfeebled in his feet, and his whole 
frame enervated, he was but jufl: able to bid 
his companion adieu, and with his lateft 
breath to lament, that though moderate plea- 

furc 
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fure may quicken the rclifh of life, unre- 
ftraincd indulgence is inevitable deftruftion..; 
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A young man having been condemned to 
death for theft, his mother went lamenting 
along with him to the place pf execution. 
There, under pretext of a whifper, he put 
his moiithto her ear, and bit it clear off. The 
ipeftators being provoked by this unnatural 
ailion ; good people, cried the criminal, judge 
not by appearances. It is this mother of 
mine who has brought me to fhame and pu« 
fiifhraent: For, had {be whipt me foundly 
Jor the book I ftole when I was a. boy, I 
^ihould never have come to the gallows for 
theft, now that I am 9 man*. 



58. 



A Norman Tailor being roughly handled 
at Bayonne by an Englifh fpldier, theTS^or- 
mans, to avenge their comrade, fell upon 
the Englifli : A fcufile enfued, and blood 
was drawn. The merchants of Normandy 
R 2 made 
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nvfe their complaint to PhUip the Fair, art- 
fully fuggcfting, that the Englifli made a 
mock of him. Philip, if he did not think 
proper to overlook fo flight an affair, oqght 
in prudence to have applied to the KJng of 
England fo^ redrefs : He did neither: Stong 
with the fuppofed mockery, he, in a fit of 
paffion, iffucd letters of reprifal. Several 
Englifh vcjBTcls were taken by furprife} but 
the Englifh had their revenge, for they fct 
Ecd n&ny more veffels than had been takea 
from them. PhUip, though the aggrcffor, 
demanded reparation in a haughty tone. 
Edward King of England, returned an an^ 
fwer in the fame tone, which inflamed PU» 
Kp to the higeft pitch. A bloody war cn» 
fued, in which 100,000 men oi the two na- 
tions were facrificed to the rafhnefs and im» 
patience of Philip. In thofe barbarous times, 
men did not glory in being more wife and 
rational than others, but in being more da- 
ring and brutal. A boxing-bout between 
two failors was the occafion of much miferf 
to the two nation?. Delirant regesy pkBtHh 
tur Achivu 
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. The following letter was addrefled bj a 
^unaica lady to a female friend : ^* One 
morning taking an stiring along the piazza 
leading from Kenfington to the fields, an 
old negro, who was dreffing his fores^ beg* 
ged alms of me. I pafled bj without taking 
any notice of him ; but immediately refleA* 
ing on the poor creature's iituation, I return- 
ed and gave him a bit, letting him know, 
that I; had very few more remaining. The 
man ezpreiled his gratitude by fignificative 
* ^eftures, and hearty. wi{hes for my profperi- 
ty« Some day$ after, having, occaflon to pais 
the fame way, I faw the fame negro, who ' 
attempted to come toward me, but fo flow- 
ly becaufe of his foycs, that he did not over- 
take me. He called after me, begging for 
a^fingle word. I turned back, and he fpoke 
to the following effedi : * That, from what 
* I had faid the pther. day, he fufpeited I 
< might be in want ; and that he could not 
« be eafy till he faw me again.* Upon which 
he pulled out a purfe containing, as he' faid, 
a& doubloons, telling me that it was colle<ft- 

R 3: C<J* 



ed by begging, and that he cjDuld beg more i 
praying me to take it, for that a lady could 
not beg, bat muft die for want of yam yam 
if (he had no money. My heart was pierced 
at the generofity of this poor fellow. I thask- 
ed him for his kind offer, but that I had got 
money fince I faw him, and had no occafion 
for his purfe. I inquired why his mafter 
fuffcrcd him to beg : He told me, that bring 
old, he could work no longer, and that his 
maftcr had turned him out of doors to begi 
or ftarvc ; that he had been a Have firom his 
infancy, and th^ his fores were occafiooed 
by fevete labour. After giving him another 
bit, and cautioning him to conceal his mo* 
ney, I left him. 



6o. 



As two lizards were bafting nnder a ibudk 
wall, How contemptible, faid one of ihefl^ 
is our condition ? We hold no fort of rank 
in the creation, and are utterly unnoticed by 
the world. Curfcd obfcurity I why was 1 
not rather born a ftag to range at large, the 
pride and glory of fgmeToyal fbreft ? In the 

midft 
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midft of thdfe murmurs, a pack of dogs wflrt 
in full cry after the very creature that wai 
envied^ who bemg quite fpentj was torn ia 
pieces in fight of our two lizards. And is 
this the lordly ftag whom you would chuie to 
be^ Replied the wiier U;sajrd ? Let hb fad fete 
teach you jto bkis Providence for your huio^ 
ble fituation^ which fecures you from the. 
dangers that attend 'your fuperiors. 

A ftag feeing his image in the water; 
Well^ fays he, were theie piti&l (hanks but 
anfwerable to this branching head^ hovr 
ibould I triumph over mine enemies i The 
words were fcarce uttered, when he eipied 
a pack of bounds coming full cry towardt 
him. Away he fcours crofs the j^aiuj calif; 
odBT the dogs, and gains a wok>d. But preffing. 
through a thicket, the buihes bold him by 
the horns, till the hounds come and puU him 
down. The laft words he uttered were 
theie ^ What an unhamry fool wa^Ij to pre^ 
fer fhew before fubftance L I trufied to mjr 
horns; that have betrayed me ^a&d I difdaia-Y , 

«d 
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cct my legS) that would otherwifa Have 
brought me off» 

The Princefs Parizadc> the bappieft as 
veil as moft beautiful of her feX) lived 
with her two beloved brothers in a iplendid 
palace^ dtuated in the midft of a. delightful 
park, and the mod exquifite gardens in the 
eaft. It happened one day, while the Frin<r 
ces were a hunting, that an old woman came 
to the gate, and defired admittance to the 
oratory, that £he might fay her prayers. The 
princeis no fooner knew of her requeft than 
£he granted it, giving orders to her attend* 
ants, that, after the good woman's prayen 
were ended, they fhould fbew her 4II the ap 
partments of the palace, and then bring her 
into the hall where (he herfelf was fittingi 
Every thing was performed as- direfted 5 and 
the princefs, having regaled her gueft with 
ibme fruits and fweatmcats, among many 
other,queftions, alkcd her what fhe thought 
of. the palace.?] 

«*Madaix]| 
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< Madam, anfwered the old woman, your 
palace is beautiful, regular, and magdifl- 
cently fumifhed ; its fituation^ b delight* 
ful, and its gardens are beyond compare. 
But yet, if you will give me leave to fpeak 
freely, there are three things wanting to 
make it perfcft/— « My good mother, inter- 
rupted the PrincefsParizade, what are thofc 
three things ? I conjure you in God's n^me 
to tell me what they are } and if there be a 
pof&bility of obtaining them, neither, diffi- 
culties nor dangers flxall fiop me in the at- 
tempt/ « Madam,* replied the old woman^ 
the firft of thefe three things is the TaUdng 
Bird, the fecond it ^he Singing Tree, and 
the third is the Yellow or Golden Watei?.* 
Ah,. my good mother,' cried the princeft, 
how much am I obliged to you f<^ the 
knowledge of thefe things ! They are no 
doubt the greateft curiofitles in the world, 
and, unlefs you can tell" me where tliey are 
to be found, I am the moft unhappy of wo- 
men.' The old woman fatisfied the prin- 
efs in that material point, and then took 
her leave, 

Tho 
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The Rorj goes on to inform usj that whea 
the two princes returned from hunting, they 
found the Princefs Parizade fo wrapt up in 
thought^ that they imagined feme great niif« 
fortune had befallen her, which when thej 
had conjured her to acquaint them with, 
fhe only lifted up her eyes to look upon them, 
and then fixed them again upon the ground, 
telling them that nothing difturbed her. 
The intreaties of the two princes, however, 
at laft prevailed, and the princefs addreSed 
them in the following manner : 

* You have often told pie, my dear hro* J 

♦ thcrs, and I have always believed, that this | 

* houfe, which our father built, was complete 

• in every thing ; but I have learnt this day 

• that it wants three things ^ thefe art the 

• Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and the 

* Yellow water. An old woman has made" 
' this difcovery to me,^nd told me the place 
' where they arcip be found, and the w^ 
' thither. Perhaps you may look upon thefe 
' rarities as trifles ; but think what yofl 
« pleafe, I am. fully perfuad^d that they aic 
' ?bfolute]y neceflary ; and whether you vj* f fc 
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2 them or not, I cannot be eaTy without 
em.^ 

he feqael tells us, that, after the Princeft 
zade had exprefled herfelf with this pro* . 
fpirit upon the occafion, the brothers, in. 
to her wants, went in purfuitof thcfc Ne- 
iries, and that, failing in the enterprife, . 
were one after another turned into ftone. 
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in owl fat blinking In the trunk of a hol- 
tree, and arraigned the brightnefi of the 

What ufc for its beams, fays flie, but 
azzle our eyes, fo as not to fee a mode ? 
my part,. I am at a lofs to perceive for 
it purpofe fo glaring an objeft Was crea- 

Oh fool ! replies an eaglci to rail at 
silence which thou canft not tafte, without 
:eiving that the fault is not iii the fun, 
in thy felf. ' !• 

^s a fly was Icifurcly crawling upon one 
he columns of St Paul's cupola, (he often 
»ped, furveyed, exaitiined, and at laft 
r^e forth with the following exclamation : 

Strange ! 




Smnge l that any arclft ftiould le 
pcrb a {Iru&Lirc fo rough and i 
Ah, my friend, fays a fpiderj ai 
by profcffion, you fhotild never 
things beyond your capacity : ''. 
building was nat ere^ed for fuch 
animals as we arc : In the eyes ofi^ 
columns may appear as fmooth as t 
WJDg$ of your favourite naiftrefe. 
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The peacoctj who at firft was d 
ed'by a creft of feathers only, pi 
petition to Juno, that he might be 
alfo with a train. Juno readily aflen 
favourite bird, and his train furp 
of every other fowl. The minion 
ous of his fuperb appearance, aflum 
portionable dignity of gait and 
The common ponltry of the farm-j 
quite aftonifhed at his magnificence 
ven the phcafants beheld him wi 
But when he attempted to fly, it w 
vercd, that he was incumbered by tl 
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in which he placed his glory, and that he had 
facrificed all his a£livity to oftentation. 

65. ■ 

AlcKander the Great is defcribed with lePs 
. Tefolution before the battle of Arbela than 
formerly. And no wonder. At the begin- 
ning, he had little reputation to Iofe| bnt 
much to gain. Now he had more reputa- 
tioB to lofe, than he could gain. 

66. 

A young man, fon of a cobler in a ftnall 

tillage near Madrid, having pufhed his for« 

^t^inc in the Indies, returned to his native 

country with a confiderable ftock^ and fet. 

mip as a bankqr in Madrid. In his abfence^ 

Sus parents frequently talked of him* pray- 

'Juig fervently that Heaven would take him 

wnder its proteAion; and the vicar being 

^hcir friend^ gave them frequently the ptK 

Uic prayers of the congregation for him* 

*The banker was not lefs dutiful on his part ; 

MoTf fo foon as he was fettled, he mounted 

S on 
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on horfeback, and went alone to the village. 
It was ten at night before he got there ; and 
the honeft cobler was a-bed with his wife in 
a found flecp when he knocked at the door. 
Open the door, fajs the banker, 'tis your 
fon Francillo. Make others believe that if 
you can, cried the old man, ftarting from 
his fleep ; go about your bufincfs, you thie- 
ving rogues, here is nothing for you : Fran- 
cillo, if not dead, is now in the Indies. He 
is no longer there, replied the banker, he ij 
returned home, and it is he who now fpeab 
to you : Open your door, and receive him, 
Jacobo, faid the woman, let us rife then ; for 
I really believe 'tis Francillo, I think I know 
his voice. The father ftarting from bed, 
lighted a candle, and the mother putting on 
her gown in a hurry, opened the door. 
Looking earneftly on Francillo, fcc flung 
her arms about his neck, and hugged him 
with the utmoft affedlion. Jacobo embraced 
his fon in his turn ; and all three, tranf- 
ported with joy, afrer fo long abfence, Iu(d 
no end in expreffing their tendernefs. At 
tcr thefe pleafing tranfports, the banker put 
his horfe into the ftable, where he found an 

o!d 
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old ihllch-cowi nurfe k) the whole family. 
He then gave the old folks' an account of his 
voyage^ and of all the riches he had brought 
from Peru. They liftcncd greedily, and e- 
vcry the leaft particular of his. relation made 
on them a fenfiblejmpreffion of grief or joy. 
Having fihifhed his ftory, he offered them a 
part of his eftate, and intreated his father 
not to work any more. No^ my fon, faid 
Jacobo, I love my trade, and will not leave 
it off. Why, replied the banker, is it not now 
high time to take your eaTe ? I do not pro- 
pofe your living with me at Madrid : I know 
-well that a city»Iife would not pleafe you : 
jEnjoy your own way of living ; but give ov<&* 
your hard labour^ and pafs the remaindo: 
of your days in cafe and plenty. The mo-' 
ther feconded her fon, and Jacobo yield- 
ed. To pleafe you, Francillo, faid he, I win 
not work any more for the public, but will 
only mend my own fhoes, and thofe of my 
good friend the vicar. The agreement be- 
ing concluded, the banker eat a cpuple of 
eggs, and flept in the fame bed with his fa- 
ther and mother, enjoying that kindly fatif- 
fa£Uon which none but dutiful children qaa 
S a feci 
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feel or underftand. The next morning the 
banker^ leaving his parents a purfe of thr^ 
hundred ducats^ returned to Madrid : But 
was much furprifed to {ee Jacobo at his houie 
a few days thereafter. My father, faid he, 
what brings you here ? Francillo, anfwered 
the honeft cobler, I have brought your purfe; 
fake it again ; for I defire to live by my trade^ 
and have been ready to die with nneafineft 
ever fince I left off working* 

<J7. 

The inhabitants of a great toWn oSaei 
Marihal de Turenne loo^ooo crowns, upon 
condition he would take another road, and 
not march his troops their way. He anfwei- 
ed them, < As your town is not on the road 
* I intend to march) I cannot accept the ni(V 
< ney you offer mc^ 

The Earl of Derby, rn the reign of Ed- 
ward III. making a defcent in |Guienne, car- 
ried by ftorm the town of Bergerac, and ga?c 
\ It up to be plundered. A Welfli knight hap- 
pened by chance to light upon the receiver^ 

QfficC. 



office. He.£Emnd there fuch a quantity of 
moaey, that he' thought himfeif obliged to 
acqtount his general with it, imagining, that 
ib great a booty naturally belonged to him. 
,Bat he was agreeably farprifed, when the 
Earl told htm, with a pleafant countenance, 
that he wiihedhim joy of his good fortune, 
and that he did not make the keeping of his - 
word to depend upon the great or little value 
of .the thing he had promifed. 

Ih the ficge of Falifci by Camillus gene- 
ral of the Romans^ the fchoolmafter of the 
town, who had the children of the fenators > 
under his care, led them abroad, under the 
pretext of recreation, and carried them to 
the Roman camp, faying to Camillus, Thai, 
by this artifice, he had delivered Falifci into 
his hands. Camillus abhorring this treache- 
ry, obfervcd, «*That there were laws for war, 
^ as well as for peace ; and that the Romans- 
< were taught to make war with integrity, . 
* not lefs than with courage ' He ordered : 
the fchoolmaOer to be ftripped, his hands to • 
be bound behind his. back, andtob^dell- 
iwred to the boys to be lafhed back into tfiie : 
ft--3, * towtu 
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"^^ next fnorning t 
town. The Falerians^ fcAm^^.j -^m.^Mt^^ 

refiftencej ftnick with an aft of juftice lb il* 
luflrious, delivered themrelvcs np to the Ro- 
mans I convinced, that thej wdnld be ht 
better to have the Romans for their allicii 
than their enemies^ 

6». 

A lake, the habitation of many a £rog» 
beiog dried up in a hot fummer, two of tiie 
^ecies, in queft of waterj difcovered a deep 
well. One of them growing impatient, ( 
propofed.ta fettle there^ without looking 1 
farther. Softly, fays his companion, if I 
the water fhould alfo fail us here^ how fhall 
we get out again I 

Archytas Tarentinus retaming from war, 
found all things at home in great difordcr. 
Having called his overfeer, he ezpofhilated 
With him for his fupine negligczice, and ended 
ihus : ' Go/ faid he, • if I were not m anger 
? I would foundly drub your fides/ Plato, 

being 
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'tk^i^^^^hty offended at one of his Oivfi; 
mdgnd Speufippus to chaftife him, ezcufing 
Unicl^ becaufe he was angry. And Caril- 
lU8, a Lacedemonian, to a helot who csarried 
iumielf infolently and audacioufly, < By the 
* gods, if I were not angry, I would immedii- 
< ately put thee to death.' How different the 
behaviour of Pifb upon fuch an occafion ? A 
ibldier returning from forage without fab 
companion, of whom he gave no fatis&Aory 
account,. Pifo, taking it for granted that he 
bad murdered his companion, condemned 
him inftantly to death* The fentence wa^ 
at the very point of being executed, when^ 
behold ^ the wandering companion anri?edy 
which filled all hearts with joy. They were 
carried mftantly to Pifo, not doubting bat 
that the fontcnce would be recalled. But 
fhame for being an the wrong rekindled Fk 
fo's rage, which made him incafpidile of ac- 
knowledging hn rafhnefii and, as if perfo^ 
▼erence would jufiify a wrong, or hkle It 
from others, he committed another z&\ of 
ipjuf^ice, much lefi exciifable than the for- 
oxer. The firft foldier was ordered ta death,. 
becaufe fentence had pafl^ again^ hfan ; the 

fixondi 




Whto AnguJhis I^g o^ Poland vis d» 
throoed by Clwrlcs XH. of Sweden, the 
queAiiTa w-is, Who Ihould Aiccced iiim? 
King Sobiclki had left ihrcc foos^ Jarncs, 
Ccmfbntit]) And Alexander, The two elder 
^eing dct^med prifoncrs in S^^^nyt neltbci 
«f them could be propofed In the diet for c- 
legion. Prince Alexander humbly fupplir 
cftt€d the King of Sweden to deliver his 
trotters from prifon. Charles cot only 
prcmifcd him this favour^ but offered to 
make him King of Poland. Alexander, to 
the aitoniihment of all the world, motieftlf 
declined the offer, < I couid never bear/ 
feid he, * to fee my elder brothers reduced to 





ft is recorded of Agrippina, tHat confidt* 
ifig the Caldeans, about the fortune of her 
ion Nero, fhe got for a refponfe^ That lie 
would be Emperor; but that he would kin 
his mother. < I.et him be Emperor,' faid ihCj 
* though I die by his hands.' How blind 
are we to futurity I We lay our whole ftock 
•oChappinefs upon a fiogle ticket^ and behold 
It comes out a blank. Nero was Emperor V 
but Agrippina was far from being willing to 
lay down her life, as the price of lier ad- 
vancement. Nay, laying afidc this horrid 
circnmftance, ihe did not find the happittels 
flic propofedy but the direft contrary* She 
had laid her account^ that her ion wofild be 
perfeAIy obfequious to her; and byhismeaai 
had fwallowed in her hopes, dominion o* 
ver the univerfe. But thefe hopes, like all 
that are ypbounded, proved abortive. Nero 
would not be ruled by an imperious woman $ 
and ihe was in deipair, to find him taken 
out of her hands. Blind mortals ! how unfit 
to judge or choofe fqr ourr<;lve9 ? 
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Once more, he cries, accept my prayer^ 

Make my lov*d progeny thy care. 

Let my firft hope, my hvYitc boy, 

All Fortune's richeft gifts enjoy. 

My next with ftrong ambition fire : 

May favour teach him to afpire ; 

*Till he the ftcp of power afcend. 

And courtiers to their idol bend. 
'With ev*ry grace, with ev*ry charm, 
Aly daughter's perfeft features arm. ] 

If Heav'n approve, a father's blcfs'd. 
Jove fmilcs, and grants his fullrequeft. 

The firft, a mifcr at the heart, 
Studious of every griping art, 
3ieaps hoards on hoards with anxious pain^ 
^nd all his life devotes to gain. 
He feels no joy, his cares increafe^ 
Me neither wakes nor fleeps in peace ; 
"In fancy'd want, (a wretch complete), 

He ftarves, and yet he dares not eat. 
- The next to fudden honours grew j 
Tie thriving arts of courts he knew : 

He reach'd the height of power and jplace j 

Then fell, the viftim of difgrace.' 
Beauty with early blooni fupplies - 

His daughter's check, and points her eyei. ' 

The 



The vain cocquette each fult dlfdains. 
And glories in her lover's paias. 
With age (he fades, each lover flies^ 
Contemn'd^ forlorn, (he pines and dies. 

r 

Yfhcn Jove the father's grief furvey'd, 
And heard him Heav'n and Fate'upbraid» 
Thus fpoke the God : By outward fhow^ 
Men judge of happlnefs and wo : 
Shall ignorance of good and ill 
Dare to dircft th' eternal will ? 
Seek virtue ; and of that pofleft. 
To Providence refign the reft. 



Ned Froth, who had been feveral years 
butler in a family of diftindlionj having fit- 
ved about four hundred pounds, took a littk 
houfe in the fuburbs, and laid in a ftock of 
liquors for which he paid ready money, aad 
which were, therefore, the beft of the land. 
Ned perceived his trade increafc : He purfo- 
ed it with fre(h sJacrity, he exulted inlus 
fuccefs, and the joy of his heart iparkled ia 
his countenance. But it happened that Ned, 
in the midft of his happinefs and profperity, 

was 
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. -5 prevailed upon to buy a lottery*ticket. 

p..ae moment his hope was fixed upon an 

Irtfeft which indufhy could not obtain, he 

ggKprmmed to be induftrious no longer : To 

... .AW drink for a dirty and boifterous rabble, 

.s a ilavery to which he now fubmitted 

.h reluAance i and he longed for the mo- 

nt in which he fhould be free : Inftead 

elling his ftory and cracking his joke for 

; entertainment of his cuftomers, he re« 

\^ed them with indifference, was obferved 

je filent and fuUen, and amufed himfelf by 

■ng three. or four times a-day to fearch 

: regifler of fortune for the fuccefs of his 

ket. 

In this difpofition Ned was fitting one 
orbing in the corner of a bench by his 
•c-fide, wholly abftrafted in the contem- 
Tation of his future fortune ; indulging this 
loment the hope of a mere poilibility, and 
he next (huddering with the dread of loiing 
he felicity which his fancy had combined 
vith the pofTeflion of ten thoufand pounds. 
A man well drefled entered haftily, and in- 
quired for him of his guefts, who many times 
called him aloud by his name, and curfl: 
T him 
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him for his deafnefs and ftupidity, before 
Ned ftarted up as from a dreamj and aiked 
with a fretful impatience what they wanted* 
Ah affected confidence of being well recci- 
\edi and an air of forced jocularity in the 
ftranger^ gave Ned fome ofience-; bat the 
neiLt moment he catched him in hb armSj in 
a tranfport of joy, upon receiving his congra^ 
tolation as a proprietor of the fbrtonate tick- 
et, which had that morning been drawn a 
prize of the firft clafs. 

It was not, however, long, before Ned 
difcovered that ten thoufand pounds did not 
bring the felicity which he expeded ; a dif- 
covery which generally produces the diffi- 
ption of fudden affluence by prodigality. 
Ned drank, and whored, and hired fidlers, 
and bought fine cloths ; he bred riots at 
Vauxhall, treated flatterers, and damned 
plays. But fomething was ftill wanting ; and 
he refolved to ftrikc a bold ftrbke, and at- 
tempted to double the remainder of his prize 
at play, that he might live in a palace, and 
keep an equipage : But, in the execution of 
this projcft, he loft the whole produce of his 
lottery, ticket, except five^hundred pounds in 

baali^ J 
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baok«-note$| which when he would have fla- 
ked he could not find. This fum was more 
. than that which had e{hibli(hed him in the 
trade he had left ; and yet^ with the power 
of returning to a ftation that was once the 
utmoft of his ambition, and of renewing 
that purfuit which alone had made him hap- 
py, fuch was the pungency of his regret, that, 
in the dcfpatr of recovering the money which 
he knew had produced aothix^ but riot, dif- 
eafe, and vexation, he throiw htmfelf from the 
bridge into the Thames* 



73- 

' Auguflus, who was prone to anger, got 
the following lefTon from Athenodorus the 
philofbpher. That fo foon as he fhould feel 
^he firA emotions towards anger, he fhould 
repeat deliberately the whole letters of the 
alphabet ; for that anger was eafily prevent- 
ed, but not eafily fubdued. To reprefs angcr^ 
it is a good method to turn the injury into a 
jeft. Socratesu having received a blow on 
the head, obferved, that it would be weULif 
people knew when it were ttcceflary to put 
' T 2 on 



o&ibdinet. Being kicked by a boille 
fHomf xnA his irkods wondering at his pa- 
tiaice« » What/ fald he, ' if an aftibould 
• lejck mc, muft I call him before a judge r' 
#feiig anicted with opprobrious language 
he c^hnlf ohftTTcd, that the man was not 
ytt tasghr to fpeak refpcdtfolty. 



' baling fboDcl a coHcftion of letters 
vrietcn bf his cnemtes to Poinpcy, bwnt 
Ihcm without ftwdmg : ' For/ /aid he, * tW 

• I am ttpoo mf gwrd againii angtr» yet i 

* a &fer to rci Dgi t its caiiic,' 

Cot^s K^ng of Tbr»cc> haTing got a prefent 
«f drthvrn vcffids cxquliitely wrought, but 
cxtrciuttv briti.*, broke them into pkrtSj 
that he oJght not have occaOon of anger 

AmtgpaiLs King of Syria hearing tw&cf 
his foldiers reviling him behind his tent ^ 
Cattlcmecij fitys he^ opesing the curtain, «• 
Btiovf ro a gr<iter liiflanccj for your King 



^ 
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A farmer who had ftepped into his- field;. 
to mend a gap in a fence, found at his return 
the cradle where he had left his only child 
aileep turned upfide down, the cloathsall 
bloody^ and his dog lying in the fame place 
befmeared alfo with blood* Convinced by 
the iight, that the creature had deftroyed his 
child^ he dafhed out jts brains with the 
hatchet in his hand ; then turning up the 
cradle, he found the child unhurt, and- an 
enormous ferpent lying dead on the floor, 
killed by that faithful dog which he had putv 
to death in blind .paflion. 

A horfe having a quarrel with a boar,, 
applied to a man to aid htm in his revenge. 
The man.arming.himfelf, mounted the horfe, . 
and killed the boar. But the horfe, in gra- 
tifying his refentment, loft his liberty : For 
the man would be pleafed with no iOther rs^ 
ward, than to have the command of the 
horfe whenever he Ihould have occafion*; 
T 3 and:. 
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ani therefore ordered him to be locked o]^ 

in the ildble. 

A bear was fo pained with the fting of a 
beCf that he ran like mad into the bee-gar- 
den, and overturned alt the hives. This 
outrage brought upon him an army of bees. 
Being almoft (lung to deaths he rcfleded 
how much more prudent it had been to pafs 
over one injury, than by ralh paffion to pro- 
voke a thoufand. 

The Marflial of Turenne, being in great 
want of provifion?, quartered his army by 
force in the town of St MichaeL CompIaiBts 
were carried to the Marfhal de la Fcrte, un- 
der whofe govcrnmeiu that town wais j who, 
being highly clifobligcd for what vns done 
to his town without his authority, infiflcd 
to have the troops inftantly diflodged. Some 
time thereafter La Ferte feeing a foldier of 
Tvrt nne's guards out of his place, beat him 
n vci •: I y. ' ; he ibldier, all bloody, complain* 
TV to his General, was inftantly Tent back 
tc i . ;'.rte, with thv *o;.owIng compliment; 
• L :.u: . jrc'jne was much concerned to find 

< his 
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' his fol^ler had fauled in hh refpcA to hhp, 

* and begged the fbldier might be puniihed 
« as he thought proper/ The whole ahnj 
was aftoDiihed ; and La Ferte himfelf being 
farprifedj cried out^ < What f is this maa to 
*■■ be alwa;j^s wife, and I always a fool T 

One aikxng at Diogenes, what courfe he 
fixould take to be revenged of his enemy? 
By becoming a good man^ anfwered' the phi- 
lofopher. 

It being told to Philip of Macedon^ that 
ftveral calumnies were fpread againft faim 
by the Athenian orators ; ^ It fhall be my 

* care/ faid the prince, « by my life and ac- 

< tions, to prove them liars.* 

Solon obferving one of lus fi-lends grie- 

. iFing beyond meafure, led him to the caftle 

of Atiiens^ and bad him caft .his eyes upon 

the houfts below. * Think now/ fays he, 

< what a number of diftrefled perfons thefe 
<* houfes have contained, do. at prefent con- 
^ tain, and will contain in time, coming. 

* Forbear, then, impotcntly to deplore your 

• mit 
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t misfortunes, which are common to all.' 
It was a faying of the £une wife man. That 
if all the misfortunes incident to human 
nature were gathered into one heap, to be 
again diftributed among individuals, every 
man would draw out his own mis&rtniK,. 
rather than takie what chance ihould A 
fer. 

To Cicero grieving for the death of hu- 
daughter Tullia, his friend Sulpicius wrotiB 
the following letter : « Returning from Afiaj 
^ by fea, I amuied myfelf with dlftinguiih-^ 
< ing the countries about me. Behind me 

• was ^gina, before me Megara ; on die 

• right hand Piraeus, on the left Corinthas^ 

• towns formerly flourifhing, now in ruins. 
« This fight fuggeftcd the following reflco 
« tion: Why (hould we fliort-Iivcd mortals 
« grieve at the death of a friend, when ve 
« fee every day the greateft cities reduced to 

• aflies ? When fo many illuftrious men, 
J heads of the Roman ftate, have fubmittcd 

• to death ; why Ihould you, njy friend, be 
f fo much moved. with the death of a fingk 

• womaflj 
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' woman, who muft have died of old age; 
' had fhe lived a few years longer i* 



76. 



Some friends of Philip of Macedon advl*.. 
£ng him to banifh a man who had fpoken 
ill of him at court ; By no means, faid he •, 
for that is the ready way to make him rail at 
xne where I am lefs known. Being impor- 
tuned to punifh the ingratitude of the Pelo- 
ponneiians, for having hifled him at the 0« 
lympic games 5 How will they fcrve me, re- 
plied he, fliould I puni{h them, when they 
cannot forbear afironting mc after Co maqy 
obligations i 
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PhiUp of Macedon being advffed to banifh 
a man who had raited at him ; Let us firft 
fee, fays he, whether I have ixot given him 
occafion. And underftanding that this man 
had done him fervlces without receiving any 
reward, he gave him a coniiderable gratuity. 

The 
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T&e Emperor Auguftus being Informed 
of a confpiracy againfl: his life, conduAcd 
by Lucius Cinna^ was at firft moved by ^^ 
fentment to refolve upon the cruellcft punHh* 
xncnt. But reflefting afterwards, that Cinw 
was a young man of an illuftrious faxnilf, 
and nephew to the great Pompcy, he brok 
cut into bitter fits of paflion : « Why R?cl, 

< if it be for the good of many that! fhoiiU 

* die ? Muft there be no €nd of my cruelties i 
^ If my life of fo great value, that oceans of 

< Hood muft be fhed to prcfervc it ?' Hb| 
wife Livia finding him in this perplexitf^ 

* Will you take a woman's couofel f fiM 
-ihc. * Imitate the phyficians, who, who 

* the ordinary remedies fail, make trial rf 
« what are extraordinary. By feverity yd 
^ have prevailed nothing. Lepidus has (A 
« loweid Savldienus, Murena Lepidus, Caepn 

* Murena, and Egnatius Caepio. Begin nof) 
« and try whether fwcetncfs and clciacKf 

* may not fucceed. Cinna is detcftcd : Ffl^ 

< give him j he will never henceforth haie 
^ the heart to hurt thee ; and it will be a 
^ z& of glory/ Auguftus was a man J^ 
fenk. He reliflicd the advice, and calli< 

Clnitf 
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!iniia to a private conferenecj he fpoke at. 
allows : ' Thou knoweft, Gnna, that ha- 
ving joined 017 enemies, I gave thee thy 
Kfe, reftored thee all thy goods, and ad- 
vanced thy fortune equally with the bcft 
of thofe who had always been my friends. 
The facerdotal office I conferred upon thee, 
after having denied it to others, who had 
1)0fne arms in my fervice. And yet, after 
ib many obligationsj^ thou haft undertakea 
yi murder me/ Seeing Cinna aftonifhedj 
ft.d filent, with the conicbufnefs of guilt, 
5 went on as follows : < W^ll ! Cinna, go 
thy way ; I again give thee that life as 
a traitor and a parricide, which I before 
^ave thee as an enemy. Let friendfhip 
from this time forward commence betwixt 
us ; and let ^ us make it appear, whether 
thou haft received thy life, or I have given 
It, with the better faith.' Some time af- 
er, he preferred Cinna to the confular dig- 
lity, complaining that he had not refolution 
:o demand it. Their friendfliip continued 
iminterrupted till Gnna's death; who, in 
fokcn of his gratitude, appointed Auguftus 
to be his fole heir. And it is remarkable, 

that 
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that Anguftus reaped the due reward of a 
clemency fo generous and exemplary }• for 
from that time there never was the flighteft 
confpiracy or attempt agaiAft bitxkk 



La Motte^ L $• fab. i8« -. 

Parml les animaux Telephant eft uq iage. . 
n f^ait philofopher^ penfer profondement* ■ 
£n'doute-t-on ? Void le temoignage 
- De fon profond raifonnement. 
Jadis certain marchand d'yvoirej 
Four amafler de ces os precieuxj 
S'ea alloiti avant la nuit nou^i 
Se mettre I V affut dans les heux 
Ou les elephans venoient boire. 
La, d*un arbre clev^ notre chafleur lan^oit 
Sans relache flcchc fur fleche : 
Quelqu*une cntre autrcs £aifoit brechc, 
Et quelque elephant trepaflbit. 
Qgand le jour dloignoit la troupe elephan- 
tine, 
L*homme h^ritoit dcs dents du mort, 
Ccft fur ce gain que rouloit fa cuffine ; 
Et chaque foir il tentoit m^me fort. 

Une 
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Unc fois done qu*il attendoit fa projt, 
Grand nombre d* el^phans de loin fe firent 
voir. 

Cet objct fut d'abord fa joyc ; 

Bien-tot ce fut (on d^fpoir. 

Avec une clameur tonnante 
Tout cc pcuplc coloflc accourut a Parchef , 
Environne fon arbre, ou, faifi d'^pourante^ 
n maudit mille fois ce qii'il venoit chercher. 
Le chef dcs el^phans, d'un ieul coup de la 

trompe, 
' Met Tarbre ct Ic chaflcur a bas ; 
Prend rhomme fur fon dosj le mene en grand 

pompe 
Sur une ample colline ou I'jrvoire.cfl: a tas. 

Tien lui .dit-llf c'eft notre cimetiere ; * 

Voila des dents pour toi^ pour tes voifins : 

Homp ta machine meurtriere, 

£t va remplir tes ma|;azlxis;^' 

Tu he chetchois qu'a nous d^truire; 

Au lieu de te d^ruire ayffi, 
Nous t' 6tons feulement rinter:£t de nous 

nuire. 
Le rag« doit t&chcr de fe vanger'amfi* 
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A boy fmittcn with the colours of a but- 
terfly, purfued it from flower to flower with 
indefatigable pains. Firft, he aimed to fiir- 
prife it among the leaves of a ro(e ; then to 
cover it with his hat, as it was feeding on a 
daiPy ; now hoped to fecure it as it revelled 
on a fprig of a myrtle ; and now grew fure 
of his prize, perceiving it to loiter on. a bed 
of violets, JBut the fictle fly ftill eluded hii 
attempts. At laft, obferving'it half buried 
in the cup of a tulip, he ruflied forward, aod } 
fnatching it with violence, crufhed it to i 
pieces. . The dying infeft feeing the poor 
boy chagrined at his difappointment, ad- 
drefled him, with the calmnefs of a Stoic, in 
the following words : Behold now the end of 
thy unprofitable folicitude ; and learn, for 
the benefit of thy future life, that all pleafmc 
is but a painted butterfly 5 which may fcrvc 
to amufe thee in the purfuit, but, if embra- 
ced with too much ardour, 'will perifli in tij 
grafp. 
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Once upon a time, the hares were greatly 
diiTatisfied with their miferable condition. 
Here we live, fay they, at the mercy of men, 
dogs, eagles, and many other creatures, 
whofe prey we arc. Wc had better die once 
for all, than live in perpetual dread, which is 
worfe than death. Refolvlng, with one con- 
fent, to drown themfelves, they fcudded a- 
vray tp the next lake. A number of frogs, 
terrijSed by the neife, jumped from the bank 
.k^tp.the water with the greateft precipita- 
,4iofi. Pray Ictjus have a little, patience, fays 
;4 hare of a grave afpe^tt ,our condition inay 
zioi be altogether 'fo bad as we- fancy. If 
yre zfie^9ju^sd(f. o£ fomc creatureSj^ others* we 
jlee^^are not lefs afraid oi[ us* . 

Xlb^e'rmit dwelt 10 a cave near'tfie fuob- 

• • ■ ■ ■ •• 

mit of a lofty .mountain, from, whence Kc 
furveyed a large extent both of fea and land. 
He fat one ^evening,, contemplating with 
pleafure; the various bbjefts that lay before 
V'2 ' " IntA: 
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him. The woods weir drefTed in the bright- 
eft verdure, the thickets adorned with the 
gajcA bloflbms ^ the birds caroled beneath 
the branche^i the lambs frolicked around 
the meads, the peafant whiftled at his team, 
and the fliips, moved by gentle gales, were re- 
turning into their harbours. The arrival of 
fprihg had enlivened the whole fcene ; and 
every objcft yielded a difplay either of beau- 
ty or of happinefi. 

On a fiidden arofe a violent ftorm ; the 
winds muftered all their fury, and whole 
fbrefts of oak lay fcattered on the ground. 
Darknefs fucceeded : Hailftones and rain 
wd-e poured down in catara£b, and light- 
ning and thunder added horror to the gloooi. 
And now the fea, piled up in mountains, 
bore aloft the largeft vefleb, while the up 
roar of its waves drowned the Ihricks of the 
wretched mariners. When the tempeft had 
exhaufted its fury, it was inftantly followed 
by the (hock of an earthquake. 

The poor inhabitants of the neighbouring 
villages flocked to our hermit's cave, fully 
convinced that his known fandlity would 
proteft them in their diftrefs. They were 

so 
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not a little furprUed,at the. profound tran^ 
quijlity whi^h appeared in his countenance.. 
My frieads, feid he, be not difxnayed. Ter- 
rible to me,, ds to you, would hate, been this 
war of elements 5 but I have meditated with: 
attention on the various works of Providence, 
and reft fecure that his goodncfs is equal to 
his power^ 

'^Jti a inpe^ficld of corn, a lark had a broodi 
e£ young ones j and When fhe went abroad 
tO: forage for them, fhe ordered them to take 
notice of what fhould happen in her ab- 
fence. They told her, at her return, that" 
the owner of the field had been there, and 
had requefted his neighbours to reap his 
corn. Well, fays the lark, there's no dan- 
gcr as yet. . They told ker the next dayj that 
be bad been there again, with the fame re* 
queft to his friends. Well, well>. faid fhe» 
there's no danger in that neither i and fo fha 
-^eht put for provifions as before. But be- 
ing informed the third day, that the ownear 
and his fon were to come next morning to 
U 3 jeiu 
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perform the work thcmfclves. Nay, then^ 
fays fhc, it is time to look about us. As for 
the neighbours and friencfs, I feared them 
not i but the owner, Tm furc, will be as 
good as his word, for it is his own bufin^fs. 
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Fhilopemen arriving the firft at an ioB 
where he was expe£ted> the hoftefs, feeing 
kim an uniightly fellow, and taking. Bim fbr 
one of Philopemen's fervants, employed him' 
to draw water. His train arrivin]g prefent- 
ly after, and fbrprifed' to fee him thus em- 
plbyed, * t am*, faid he, « paying the gc* 
*' nalty of my uglihefs.*' 

Periwigs being firft ufed td cover Baldnefii 
a certain cavalier had one for that purpofcr 
which pafTed for his own hair. Kicking one 
d&y in company, a fndden puff* of wind Ucw 
off his hat and wig, and difcovered his bald 
pate^ which provoked a loud laugb. He ftD 
a laughing with the reft, and faid, merrily^ 



I 
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* How could I cxpcfl: to keep other pcopTc's 
*• liair> when I coold not keep xnjowa. V 

A fox taken in a trap, was glad to com-^' 
pound matters, by leaving his tail behind 
bim. To palliate bis misfortune, he madca^ 
learned difcourfe to his companions, of the 
ulelcfihefs, the trouble, and. the indecencjt- 
'oiE' tails. ■ He had no fboner ended, than up^ 
jrpfe a cunning iagc, who defired to be in-» 
^formed, whether the worthy, member who 
had harangued fo pathetically meant his ad-^ 
vice for the advantage of thofe who had tails,, 
or to hide the deformity and diigrace of tho& 
who had none.. 

84- 

. An- old man* and a boy were driving an 
afs before them, to the next market for iale. 
Have you no. more wit, fays a-paflcnger,.than 
. to trudge it a^foot, when you have an afs to 
ride on ? The old man took the hint, and iet 
the boy upon, the afs. Says another to«the 
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hbjf Tou lazy rbgue you^ muft you ridej and. 
let your aged btisLCt gp a-£c^t 2 The aan 
took down his boy, and got up himfdf. Do 
you fee, fays a third, how the lazy old knave 
rides, while the poor little child has much 
ado to creep after him i ThSe ihan tocdc np 
his ton. bebdikL.him* .Thc^ next they met 
a&ed the «14^ man, VWkefUer t&e.afa wintL his 
own i He laid, Yes^ Titotb tfiacres Ihtle fign 
of kf iaya the ether, by your loading him 
thus. Well, faysr tke man to himfeU,- what 
am I to do now ?^ Nothing new occurred to 
him, but to bind the ■afs's: legs together with 
a cord,, and to carry Mm to market with a. 
poll upon their ihoulders. . This he atten^ 
ed, and became truly ridicubua^ 

is- 

A man wanting to purchafe a parrot, re- 
pairs to a fhop, where there were plenty, fur^ 
veys them all with attention, and wa& charm- 
ed with their eloquence. Obferving one that 
was filent ; and you, Mr Unfociablc, not a 
fingle word ? are you afraid of being trou- 
blcfome?. I think, not the Icfs, replies our 

fagc 



» 
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fage parrot. Admirable ! fays the parcha« 
ftr. What's your price ? So much. There 
it is ; I am happy. He went home in full 
belief that his parrot would fpeak miracles. 
But» after a month's trials it could not utter 
a word except the tirefome^ i ibink not tbi 
lejs. Wo be to you, (ays the niafter } you are 
no better than a fot ; axkl I a greater fot for 
valuing you upon a fingle:Word. 

8(5. 

A conctited a{s had once the impertinence 
to bray forth fome conten^ptuous fpeeches a- 
gainft the Uo;i. The;fuddeniie{if of the in- 
fult inflamed, the lion \ but turning his head^ 
and perceiving the afs^ he walked on, with* 
out deigning ^9 )iopour the wreuh even wltk 
fo much asr ao angry word« 



»7. 



Marlhal Turenne, in his campaign xdj^, 
-defpatched a body of men to efcort fome load- 
ed waggons that were coming from Arras, 
and gave the command to the Count de 

Grandpr6^ 
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Grandpre. The young Count being enga^ 
ged in a love^adventurej filEkrtd the coir- 
Toy to march^ commanded by the Major of 
his regiment. A Spanifh party that attacked 
the convoy being repulfed, the provifions 
were brought fafe to the fcamp. The ^Mar- 
fhal being informed of Grandpr^'s negled 
df duty, f^d to the officers who were about 
him^ * The Count will be very angry wxtk 
^ me for employing him another way, and < 

• difappointing him of this opportunity to 

• fhow his bravery/ Thefe words being re- 
ported to the Count, he i-an to his Gcnttal's 
tent, threw himfelf at his feet, and exprefled 
his repentazKC with^teorb fuU of gratitede | 
and aSe£li6n; The Marfiial reproved bin: I 
with a paternal fcverity ; and the reproof ' 
madeflich an-TtRpreflion, ^tj dtiringthe reft 
of the campaign, -this 'yotmg tiSttr figadi- 
zed himfelf by the braveft aflions^ and be- 
came at length pnC'Of the ablcft command- 
ers of the age. 



it. 



( 
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lion having fed ^oo plentifully on tbo 
ie of a wild' boar^ was felled with a 
at and dangerous diibrder. The beafts 
^]the foreft flocked in quantities to pay 
'ir refjpe£ls to their King on this occafion ; 
tbmt' was !6ot €Qe abfent bat die fox. 
I wctf feizod this opportunity to accufe 
fox of pride, ingratkudcj :and di£iffisc- 
to his Sfajefly. In the nndft o£ tins 
iOi!7C thefbx entered ; who ohfemfing 
lion's countenance kindling into wrath^ 
Irefled the afiembly with a tone of zca- 
iS loyalty, * May the King live for ever,' 
len turning to the lion, ' I fee many here 
iieho with mere lip-fervicc pretend to fhow 
their loyalty, but for my patt, from the mo- 
ment I heard of*your Majefty*s illnefs, I em- 
ployed myfelf day and night to* find a reme- 
dy for your difcafe, and have at length hap- 
pily got one that is infallible. It is a plafter 
made from the Ikin of an wolf, taken warm 
from his back, and laid to your Majefly's 
• ftomach.' No fooncr propofed than agreed 
to. And| while the operation was perform- 
ing^ 
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!ng, the foXj with a farcaftic finilej whlTpei 
ed to the wolf this ufeful maxim : If yo 
would be fafe from hanoj leam not to cox 
trWe nufchief againft others. 



89. 



A company of boys were watching frog! 
at the fide of a pond, and ftiU as any 
them put up their heads, they were peltec 
down again with fiones. Children^ fzji 
one of -the frogs, you never confider, thatj 
thQugh this may be play to you^ it is death 
to us. 

90. 

An eagle (eized fome young rabbits for 
food to her young. The mother-rabbit ad- 
jured her^ in the name of all thofe poiren 
that proted the innocent and oppreffed, 
to have compaffion upon her mifcrablc dul- 
dren. But the eagle, in an outrage of pride, 
tears them to pieces. The rabbits made a 
common caufe of it, and fell to undermind- 
ing the tree where the eagle timbered, whidi, 

OB 
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>n Che firft blaft of wind, fell flat to the 
groundi neftj eagletSj and all. Some of 
■hem were killed by the fall, the refl: were 
levoured by birds .and by beads of prey, in 
ight of the injured mother-rabbit. 



9»- 

Tacitus, treating of CorbuIo*s difciplioe f , 
obferves, that in his army the flrft or fecond 
fault was not pardoned as in other armies. 
The foldier who left. hU ftandard was im- 
mediately put to death. And experience 
proved this praAice to be not only mfeful but 
merciful ; for fuch crimes were feldo^ com- 
nitted in his camp. 

» . 

92. 

Adogi croffing a river with a piece of 
flelh in his mouth, faw his image in the wa- 
ter, which he miftook for another dog with 
another piece of fle&. Greedy to have both, 
he fnatches at the ihadow, and lofes the fub- 
ftance. 

X 93' 

t Asnai. 1. S3. 5 35. 
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93- 

A diamond of beauty and luftre, obfer- 
vmg at his fide in the fame cabinet^ not on- 
ly many other gems, but even a loadftone, 
began to queftion the latter how he came 
there^ he who appeared to be no better than 
a mere flint, a forry rufty-looking pebblej 
without the leaft fhining quality to advance 
him to fuch' honour s and concluded with 
defiring him to keep his diftance^ and to pay 
a proper refpeft to his fuperiors. I findj 
faid the loadftone, that you judge by exter- 
nal appearances ; and it is your intereft that | 
others fliould form their judgement by the 
fame rule, I muft own I have nothing to 
boaft of in tlpiat rcfpeft ; but I may venture 
to fay, that I make amends for my outward 
defefts by my inward qualities. The great 
improvement of navigation is owing to me: 
It is owing to me, that the diftant parts of 
the world arc known and acceflible to each 
other ; that the remoteft nations are connect- 
ed together, and all in a manner united in- 
to one common fociety j that by mutual in- 
tcrcourfc they relieve each other's wants, 

-acd 
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id all enjoy the feveral bleffings peculiar 
each. Great Britain is indebted to me 
r her wealth, her fplcndor, and her power $ 
the Arts and Sciences are in a great 
fure indebted to me for their late im- 
rements, and for their hopes of being 
ther improved. I am willing to allow you 
^^/our due praife : You are a pretty bauble ; I 
m delighted to fee you glitter and fparkle ; 
«nt I muft be convinced that you are of fbme 
ifc, before I acknowledge that you have any 
cal merit, or treat you with that rcfpcft 
;Iuch you demand. 

94* 

Mercury, in order to know what eftima- 
tion he bore among men, went to the houfe 
of a famous fiatuaryi where be cheapened a 
Jupiter and a Juno. He then feeing a Mer« 
cury with all his fymbols ; Here am I, faid 
he to himfelf^ in the quaL'ty of Jupiter's 
mcflengcr, and the patron of artifans, with 
all my trade about me ; and now will this 
lellow afk me fifteen times as much for that 
fiatue as he did for the others : And fo de- 
X 2 manded 
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toaoicd wkjt was the v^Iue of Att p<ft1 
Why tnilf, &ys the ftatuary, you faminBil 
adril gcfuXctnan ^ gWc me but iiiypriidl 
f the other two, aad you fhall have thaitt*] 
thcborgua. 



9S- 

ATidrcw Dcrea of Genoa, the grea(ci) fti 
e^taio is the age he lived in, fetfiiscoi 
try ircc from the yoke of France, Bcli 
hj his fcilow-citizcjis, and fupportcd by th* 
Emperor Charles V. it was in h/^ power la 
aiTaroc fovcrei^nty, i^Ithout the Jeafi ftrcg- 
glc But he preferred the virtuous hthh> 
tion of gWmg liberty to his coiiatrymcik 
He declared, in public afl'embly, tijat tht 
happinefs of feeing them once more reilord 
to liberty, was to hm a full reward for all 
his fcrvjces : That he claimed no pre-emi- 
nence nbove his equals, but remitted to them 
abfolutely to fettle a proper form of govern- 
ment. Dorea's mngnanimity put an end 
to fafliors lh:it h.id long vexed the Hatcj 
and a form of government was eftablifli- 
cd with great unanimitjr^ the &me that, 

with 
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ittion, fubfifts at prefent; 

at ag^i beloved and ho- 

^trymea; and| without 

* dtp out of his rank 

lie retained to his dy- 

ice In the republic— 

nc and gratitude, was 

ni th^n what is founded 

[Is mea^ory is reverenced- 

andj in their hiftories 

iients^ there is bellowed 

^iton Durable of all titles, viz. 

country^ and Restorer 



upbraided the willow, that it 

and wavering, and gave way to 

A ; while he himielf fcorned, he 

bend to the moft raging temped. ■ 

aer, it blew a hurricane. The wiU 

.elded and gave way: But the oak,. 

jrnly refifiing, vra$. torn up by the 
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97- ■ 

And it came to pafs after thefe things, that 
Abraham fat in th« door of his tent, about 
the going down of the fun. 

And behold^ a man bent with age, coming 
from the way ofthe wildemefsi leaning on a 
ftaff. 

And Abraham arofe, and met him, faid 
unto him. Turn ui, t pray thee, and waih 
thy feet, and tarry ail night ; and thou fhalt 
arife early in the morning, and go on tbj 
way. 

And the man faid. Nay, for 1 will abide 
under this tree. 

But Abraham prefTed him greatly : So he 
turned, and they went in to the tent : And 
Abraham baked unleavened bread, and thej 
did eat. 

And when Abraham faw that the man 
bicfied not God, he faid unto hinij Where- 
fore doft thou not worfhip the znoftbigh 
God, creator of heaven and earth ? 

And the man anfwered and faid, I do not 
worfhip thy God, neither do I call upon B 
name 5 for I have made to myfelf a god| 

which 
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vrhieh aUdeth always in mine houf^ and^ 
provideth me with all things, 
• And Abraham's zeal was kindled agaihft 
the man^ and he arofej and fell upon him^ 
and drove him forth with blows into the w3« 
derneis. ' 

And God called unto Abraham^ fiyb^ 
Abraham^ where is the ftranger i 

And Abraham anfwered and iaid^ latd^ 
he would not worfhip^ee, neither would he 
call upon thy name ; therefore have I driven 
him out &om before my fitce, into the wil« 
derncfs. 

And God faid^ Have I borne vrith him 
thefe hundred ninety and eight years^ and 
nouriihed him, and clothed himi notwtth« 
ftanding his rebellion againft me ; and couldft 
not thou^ who art thyfelf a finner^ bear with 
. him one nigh^ 

And Abraham faid, Let not the axiger of 
the Lord wax hot agiunft thy fervant : Jjo, 
I have finned i forgive me, I pray thee. . 

And Abraham arofe^ and went forth in- 
to the wUdernf fs, anfl ibught diligently finr 
the man ; and found him, and returned with 
him to his tent ^ and when he had intreated 

bin 
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biiB kuldlj^ he fcnt him away in the mionu 
ingy with gifts. 



9». 

Four men there were, linked in dofe 
fiteftdfhip. if they differed^ it was not in 
love : In fehtiment ? that may be : Qoe waS' 
bt the fair beauty, another for the brown ;, 
one dealt in profei another in verfe ; which 
otc^dhed frequent dHpi:rtes to feafon thdc 
cdnterfaftion. One day a favourite topic 
was flartcd ; They took fides, grew warm ^ 
nothinlg but noife inflead of reafon. At laft 
they parted sdmoft in bad humour ; and at: 
that ittfhmt fcarce believed themfclves friends. 
After a calm was refteredi Gentlemen, fays 
cme, how happy would it be for friends to 
be all of one mind i They at once agreed 
upon a fiippHcation to the gods^ to remote 
their only caufc of- difcord, by giving them 
one mind, as they had one heart. They 
marched in a body to the temple of ApoDo, 
and prcfentfcd tBfeir htimble requefl. The 
god inclined his ear, exerted his power, and, 
in the twinkling ol an eye, moulded their 

minds 
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rainds mt^ one. From that moment tkeir- 
thoughts, their defires, their fentimenta were 
the fame. If one made an obfervation, all 
aflented : If another dechred his opinion, 
the reft gave a nod. Good ! faid they^ be- 
hpld our dilutes and our ill blood are at an 
end. Very true rt But are not the charms of 
converfation at an end. alfo. ? No beautiful 
refleAions, no warm fentiments^ fparks of 
£re firuck out bj oppofition, enlightemng 
the mind^. chearing the heart, and making 
time pafs fweetly. Tes is now the only word : 
SViendfhip decays, indifference hangs oyer 
tbem like a cloud, and irkfome pafs the 
hoiu-Si wont to fly with a fwift pace. Lofing 
all patience, they fly from each other^ and 
(cek. wit^ induftry new. friendlhijgs. 

A lion having got into his clutches a poos 
moufe, let her go at her earneft fupplication. 
A few days after, the lion being catched in 
a net, found a grateful returm For this ve- 
ry moufe fet herfelf to work upon the cou- 
plings 
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-pliogs of the jKt, gnawed the threads to pie- 
ces, and fo delivered her benefactor, 

100. 

The Marquis of Louvois, jealous of -the 
Marfhal de Turenne, did all in his power , 
fecretly to crofs his deiigns. Thisjealoufy 
was the miih fpring of the misfortunes of 
France in the campaign 1673. The King ' 
iaw himfelf upon the point of being forfaken 
bj his.allies^ and left alone to maintain t J 
war againil the EmpirCi Spakij sttd Hoi- / 
land. The JMTarfhal de Turenne could not I 
difemble his uneafinefs, and there appeared 
in his countenance an air of thoughtfulncfi 
and melancholy. Having returned to conrti 
after putting his army into Winter^quartoi^ 
the King received him with great demon- 
ftrations of eileem and affeAion. His Ma- 
jefty, in private, converfed frequently With 
him of the means to re-eftablifh afiau^ next 
campaign ; and fpoke to him one day of the 
fatal confequences of Lou^ois's counfeb; 
which gave Turenne a favourable opporto- 
nity to revenge himfelf of the minifter, had 

he 
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be been fo difpofed. The Marfh^ content- 
ed himfelf with anfwcring^ * That the Mar* 
' quis de Louvois was very capable of doing 
' his Majefty iervicb in the cabinet^ but Xbat 
* he had not experience enough in war to 
f take upon him the diredlion of it.' Th^ 
moderation and generofity extremely pleafed 
tbe young King, who afiured Turenne^ that, 
in ipite of all his miniftersi he (hould alwaya 
be his favourite. He then fpoke of the 
Marquis de St Abr^, acquainting Turenne 
&At St Abre had blamed his conduft^ and 
written to Louvoisi that^ If he had been con« 
fiilted, he could have favcd Bonne, without 
Tiazarding Alface. * Why then did he not 
« fpeak to me ?' faid the Marflial, with great 
moderation : ^ I fhould have heard him with 
< pleafure, and profited by his advice.' He 
then excufed St Abr^, commended him, gave 
an exaft account of his fervices, intreated 
the King not to deprive him of fo able a 
lieutenant-general, and left not the cabinet 
till he obtained from the King a gratuity to 
him. 

lOI. 
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lOI. 

fiadamidas, a Corinthiaiij had two friends^ 
Charixennsj and Aretheus. Endamidas be- 
ing poor, and knowing his two friends to be 
rich, made his will as follows. < I beqaeath 
< to Aretheus the maintenance of my mo- 
^ therj to fapport and provide for her in her 
^ old age, I bequeath to Charizenos the 

* care of marrying my daughter, and of g^ 

* ving her as good a portion as he is able. 
' And, in cafe of the death of either, I fob- 
' ftitute the furvivor in his place/ They 
who firft faw this will, made themfdves ex- 
tremely merry with it. But the executon 
had a different fenfe of the matter ; they ac- 
cepted the legacies with great fatlsfiiAioa. 
Charixenus dying foon after, Aretheus uo- 
dertook the whole. He nouriihed the old 
woman with great care and tendemefi. Of 
his eftate, which was five talents, he gave 
&e half in marriage with a daughter, lui 
only child j the other half in marriage witli 
the daughter of his friend ; and In one vA 
the fame day folemnized both their nuptials. 

The 
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The Cardinal d'Amboife, minifter to 
Louis XII. of France, and Archbifhop of 
Rouen, built a magnificent palace in tliat 
city, which was finifhed, before it was obfer- 
ved that it was furrounded with land that 
-did not belong to the bifhoprick 5 and that 
there was no room for gardens nor offices. 
The proprietor of the land adjacent made an 
offer of it to the Cardinal. And the Car- 
dinal inquiring, what was his motive for 
fdling ? * The pleafure,' anfwercd the ge«- 
tlcman, < of accommodating your Lordfliip/ 
If you have no other motive, faid the Car- 
dinal, keep your land. I am fond of my 
land, replied the gentleman. But a neigh- 
bour has made propofals to me .for my 
•daughter 5 and I cannot anfwer his demands 
without felling my eftate. May you not 
borrow from a friend, faid the Cardinal : 
Frugality will enable you to make payment, 
without felling your eftate. Ah ! replied 
the gentleman, I have no friend from whom 
I can expeft fuch a favour. Have a better 
opinion of your friends, replied the Cardi- 
nal, holding out his hand : Rank me among 
your friends, and you (hall have the money. 
Y The 
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The gentleman, falling on his knees^ return- 
ed thanks by tears. The Cardinal faid, that 
he had acquired a friend, which was better 
than land. 



All-ibn-abbas, favourite of the Califf Ma« 
moun, relates a ftory that happened to him- 
felf. * I was/ fays he, « one evening with 
the CalijOf, when a man, bound hand and 
foot, was brought in. MSimpun ordered 
me to keep a watchful eye. over the prifon- 
cr, and to bring hina the next day. The 
Califf feemed greatly irritated ; and the 
fear of expofing jnyfcif to his refcnt- 
ment, induced me to confine the prifoncr 
in my haram. I afked him what country 
he was of ? He faiJ, Damafcus 5 and that 
his habitation was in the quarter of the 
great Mofque. May heaven, cried I, (howcr 
down bleffings upon the city of Damjifcus, 
and particularly upon your quarter : I owe 
my life to a man that lived there. Thefc 
words excited his curiofity; and I thus 
proceeded. It is many years- fince the vice- 
roy of Damafcus was depofed. I accent 
panied his fucceiTor -, and when we were 

< about 
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about to take poffeffion, the depofcd go- 
vernour aflaulted us with fuperior force. I 
efcaped out of a window, and obferving a 
palace open, I fupplicated the mafter to 
fave my life. He condufted me into the 
apartment of his women, where I conti- 
nued a month in pcrfeft fecurity. One 
day I was informed by my hoft, that a ca- 
ravan was fetting out for Bagdad ; and that 
I could not wifli a more favourable oppor- 
tunity for returning home. I had no mo- 
ney 5 and I was afhamed to own it. He 
perceived my diftrefs, but, in appearance, 
took no notice. How great was^niyfur- 
prife, when, on the day of departure, a fine 
horfe was brought me, a mule loaded with 
providons, and a black flave to attend me I 
My generous hoft prefented me at the fame 
time a purfe of gold, and conduced me 
himfelf to the caravan, recommending me 
to feveral of the travellers, who were his 
friends. Thefe kindnefles I received in 
your city, which render it dear to me. 
All my concern is, that I have not been 
able to difcover my generous liencfaftor. 
I ihould die content, could I find an op- 
Y 2 < por- 
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« poftunity to teftify my gratitude. Yonr 

* wiflxcs are accomplifhed, cried ray prifon- 

* er in a tranfport ; I am he who received 

< you in my palace. I embraced him with 
^ tears^ took off* his chains^ anci inquired by 
« what fatality he had incurred the Califf's 

< difpleafure. Some contemptible enemies, 

< he replied) have found means to aiperfe 

< me unjuftly to Mamoun. I was hurried 
^ from Damafcus, *and cr^uelly denied the 
^ confolation of embracing my wife and chil- 
^ dren. As I have reafon to apprehend die 

< worft, I rcqueft you to acquaint them with 

* my misfortunes. No, no, faid I, you fliaH 
. < not die : Be at liberty from this moment. 

^ Depart ijmmediately, prefenting him widi 

< a thoufand fequins in a purfe : Hafte to r6 

< join the precious objefts of your aflFeftion: 

< Let the Califi*'s indignation fall on me : 

< I dread it not, if I preferve your life. What 

< a propofal do you make, anfwered my pri- 

< foner ! Can you think me capable of acccpt- 

* ing it ? Shall I facrifice that life now whick 

* I formerly faved ? Endeavour to convince 

< the Califf" of my innocence, the only proof 

< I will admit of your gratitude. If you 

* cannot 
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^ cannot undeceive him, I will go myfclf, 
and offer my head : Let him difpofe of my. 
l^e, provided your*s be fafe/ 
« I prcfented myfclf next morning before 
Mamoun. He was dreffed in a crimfonv 
coloured mantle, a fymbol of his anger. 
He inquired where my prifoner was, and 
ordered the executioner to attend. My 
Lord, faid I, throwing myfelf at his feet^ 
fomething very extraordinary has happen- 
ed with refpeft to him : Will your Majefty 
permit me to explain it. Thefc words 
threw him into a paiEon. I fwear, cried he^ 
by the foul of my anceftors, that thy head 
(hall. pay for it, if thou haft fuffered the 
prifoner to efcape. Both my life and his 
are at your Majeft/s difpofal : Vouchfafe 
to hear me. . Speak, faid he, I then related, 
in what manner the prifoner had faved my 
life at Damafcus ; that, in gratitude, I had 
oSered him his liberty ; but that he had 
refufed it, from the fear of expofing me ta 
death. My Lord, added I, he is not guil- 
ty : A man of fuch generous fentiments is 
incapable of committing an odious crime. 
Some bafe detraftors have calumniated 
Y3 «himi 
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^ him } and he has iDecome the unforl 

< vidliin of their envy. The Califf wa 

* vcd ; and his great foul led him to a 

* the heroifm of my friend. I pardon 

< faid Mamoun^ on thy account : Go^ 
*• the good news^ and bring him to me. 

< Monarch ordered him to be dished 

* a robe of honour, prefentcd him witj 

* horfts, ten mules, and ten camels out c 

* own ftables. He added a purfc of fei 

* for the cxpence of his journey, and 
« him a letter of recommendation to th 
•^ vernour of Damafcus/ 



102. 

Two neighbour?, one blind, and one 1 
vcre called to a place at a confiderabl( 
tance. The blind man carried the lame 
and the lame man dircfted the way. 

103. 

Artaxcrxes King of Perfia, accordii 
Xenophon's relation, erred againft this 
He lifteufid to the report thtil; his brothei 
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rus was meditating to rebel agalofi; him i 
and fent for Cynis^ refolving to put him to 
death. But he was pardoned by the inter« 
ceilion of their mother Paryfates. Our au- 
thor adds, that Cyrus, impreffed with the 
danger he had run, and the ignominy h& 
had endured, bent his whole thoughts to fe- 
cure himfelfy by levying an army againft his 
brother. 

Philotas being fufpe£ted as acceflbry to a 
confpiracy formed againft Alexander the 
Great, was roughly queftioned upon that 
fufpicion ; but at laft was dUmiSkd by A- 
kxander, declaring he was fatisfied of his in- 
nocence. Upon this Quintus . Curtius ob- 
fervesf, That Alexander would have aAed 
more prudently, to diflemble his fufpicions 
altogether, than to leave Philotas at liberty 
to doubt of his mafter's friendfhip, and o&his 
own fafety. 

Upon a like occafion, our King William 
afted a different part, with general approba- 
tion. After the revolution, letters were in- 
tercepted from the Earl of Godolphin to the 

f Lib. i, cap.. Sj^ 
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tfetkroned King. This was a crime againft 
tbe ftate, but not a crime to be afhamed of. 
The Earl, at the fame time, was a man 
of approved virtue, Thefe circumftances 
prompted the following courfe-. The King, 
in a private conference^ produced the Earl's 
letters to him ; commended his zeal for his 
former mafter^ however blind it might be } 
exprefled a fondnefs to have the Earl for his 
firiend^ and with the fame breath burnt the 
letters, that the Ear^might not be-under any 
conftralnt. This adl of gcnerofity gamed the 
Earl's heart, and His faithful fervices ever 
after. The circumftances here made the 
Earl certain of the King's finccrity: AttKe ' 
fame time, the, burning of the letters, whfch 
were the only- evidence againft him, placed 
him in abfolutc fecurity, and left no motivc^ 
t»a£lion but gratitude only. 

• 

104.' 

A controverfy betwixt the fun and the 
wind. Which was the ftronger ? was agreed 
to be decided in favour of him who fliould 
make a traveller quit his cloak* The wind 

fell 
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fell prefcntly a-ftorming, and threw hail-jQiot 
in the very teeth of the traveller. He wraps 
himfelf up the clofer, and advances ftill, in 
fjpite of the weather. The fun then began 
his part, and darted his beans fo ftrongly, 
that at laft the traveller grew faint with the 
heat, put off his cloak, and lay down in the 
fhade to refrefh himfelf. 
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Mifs Molly, « fam*d toaft, was feir and 

young, 
Had wealth and charnis — but then fhe had 

a tongue. 
From morn to night th' eternal larum rung, 
Which often loft thofe hearts her eyes had 

won,. 

m 

Sir John wa? fmitten, and confefs'd his 
flame. 
Sigh'd out the ufual time, then wed the 

dame ; 
Poflefs'd he thought of every joy of life } 
But his dear Molly proved a very wife. 

Ex- 
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'Encefs of fondnefs did in time decline ; 
Madam lov'd money, and the Knight lo?M 

wine. 
From whence fome petty difcords would a- 

rife. 
As, Tou^re a fool'-^zad^ Touare mighty wife I 

Tho' he and all the world allowed her wit| 
Her voice was fhrillj and rather loud than 

, fweet $ . 
When fhe began — for hat and fword he'd 

call-. 

Then, after a faint kifsj — cry, B'y) dear Moll: . 
Supper and friends expe£t me at the Rofe. 
And, what, Sir John, you'll get your ufual 

dofe! 
Go, ftink of fmoke, and guzzle nafVy wine; 
Sure, never virtuous love was us'd like mine ! 

Oft as the watchful beUman marchM his 
round, 
'^ At a frefh bottle gay Sir John he found. 
By four the Knight would get his bufincis 

done ; 
And only then reel'd off, becaufe alone. 
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I well he kn6w the dreadful ftorm io 

come, 
arm'd with DburdeauXj he durft venture 

home. 

/ly Lady with her tongue was ftill prc- 

par'd, 
: rattled loud, and he impatient heard : 
I a fine hour ! In a fweet pickle made i 
d, this, Sir John, is every day the trade, 
re I fit moping all the live-long nighty 
j^our'd with fplecn, and ftranger to delight ; 
I morn fends daggering home a drunken 

beaft, 
folv'd to break my heart, as well as reft. 

Hey ! hoop ! d'ye hear, my damn'd ob- 

ftrep'rous fpoufe, 
hat, can't you find one bed about the 

houfc ? 
ill that perpetual clack lie never ftill ? 
lat rival to the foftnefs of a mill ! 
•me couch and diftant room muft be my 

choice, 
here I may flcep uncurs'd with wife and 

noife. 

Long 
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Long this uncomfortable life they led, 
With fnarling meals, and each a feparatc 

bed. 
To ah old uncle oft flie would complain, 
Beg his advice, and fcarce from tears re- 
frain. 
Old Wifewood fmok'd the matter as it was, 
Chcar up! cry*d he, and TU remove the 
caufe. ' 

A wondrous fpring within my gardeB 

flows, 
Of fovVeign virtue, chiefly to compofe 
Domeftic jars, and matrimonial ftrife. 
The beft elixir t' appeafe man and wife ; 
Strange ai*e th* efiefts, the qualities divine, 
'Tis water call'd, but worth its weight- in 

wine. 
If in his fullen airs Sir John flxould come, 
Three fpoonfuls take, hold in your mouth,— 

then mum : 
Smile, and look pleas'd, when he fliall rage 

and fcold. 
Still in your mouth the healing cordial hold; 
One month this fyinpathetic med'cine try'di 
He'll grow a lover, you a happy bride. 

But, 



I 
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But, deareft niece, keep this grand fccret 

clofe. 
Or evVy prattling hufley *ill beg a dt)fe- 

A watcr-botde's brought for hei; relief; 
Not Nantz <fould fooncr eafe the lady's grief: 
Her bufy thoughts are on tl^e trial bent, 
And,^ female-like, impatient for th' event I 

The bonny knight reels home, exceeding 
clear, . 

Prepared for clamour, and domeftic war : 

Entring, he tri^s, — ^Hey! wh^reS our thun- 
der fled ! 

No hurricane ! Betty, 's your lady dead ? 

lyiadam aflde an ample mouthful takes, 

Curt'fies, looks kind, but not a word fhe 
fpeaks, 

Won;i'ring he ftar'd, fcarcely his eyes be- 
lieve, 

But found his ears agreeably deceived, 

, Why, how how, Molly, what's the crotcljiet 
now ? 

-She fmiles, and anfwers only with a bow. 

Then clafping her about— Why, let me die ! 

Thefe night-cloaths, Moll, become ypu 
mijghtily ! 

p Z With 
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tiuc» be 6gh'd, ber lund 

Aad Botf ctlb, her Ud^ to undrdf, 
f, tefi me, Molljr, — for I am much in 

' bcc ihecirtsi to take hTtn io the mic 
That the ftmd patr to bed enanxmr'd wc 
Tbc bdy plm^di and the good koigb: 
tenu J 



For omitf dajs chefe fond end^irm 

The reconciling bottle f^ih at lall t 
Twas n#d and gone 5 — then miAiigfitftoi 

arofe, 
And looks and words the union difcoaipo. 
Her coach is order'd, and poft-hafle Ihefi 
To beg her uncle for fome freOi fupplies; 
Tranfported does the ilrange effcdls relat* 
lltr knight's ccnveriion, and her ha] 

fuite i 



Why, niece, fays he, — I prVrhee arr 
hend, 
The water's water, -^be thyfelf thy friend 

S! 
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Such beauty would the coldeft hufband 

warm, 
But your provoking loogue undoes the 

charm : 
Be filent and complying. — You'll foon find 
Sir John, without a mcd'cine, will be kind. 

1 06. . ' 

A certain bird in the Weft Indies has the 
faculty of mimicking other birds, without 
having a (ingle note of its own. As one of 
thefc mock- birds, upon the branches of a 
venerable oak, was difpbying his talent of 
ridicule 5 It is very well, faid a little forigfter, 
we grant that our mufic has faults ; but bet- 
ter fo than no mufic at all, whi^h is thy 
cafe. 



Tha fox inclining to play the wag with 
his neighbour the ftork, invited her to din- 
ner, confifting entirely of foups fervid up in 
{hallow difhes, which were without reach 
of the ftork, further than to touch them with 
' ' Z % - tiic 
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the tip of her bill. The fox devouring plei^ 
tifully, demanded frequently of his gueft, 
bow (he liked her entertainment, hoped 
that every difh was feafoned to her xnindi 
and protefted his forrow ta fee her eatfo 
fparingly. The ftork pretended to like every 
diih extremely ; and^ at parting, gave the fox 
fo hearty an invitation to dine with l\er, tliat 
lie conld not in civility refufe. But, to his 
gpeat mortification, the dinner being com- 
pofed of minced meat, ferved up in looj 
narrow*necked glafTes, he was tantalifed widi 
the fight of what he had no accefs to tafie. 
The ftork, thrufting in a long blU, and help- 
ing herfelf plentifully, turned to Rcynardi 
who was eagerly licking the outfide of a jar 
where fome fauce had been fpilled.-^I am 
glad, faid fhe, fmiling, that you have fo good 
an appetite : I hope you will make as heartf 
a dinner at my table a$ I did at your^s. Rey- 
nard hung down his head^ and was mudi 
out of countenance. Nay, nay, faid the 
ftork i inftead of being out of humour, yoB 
ought to make the following refleftion,^ That 
he who cannot take a jeft, fhould not mate 
one. 



( 
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108. 

A butterfly, proudly perched on the leave? 
of a marygold, was boafting the vaft extent 
and variety of his travels. I have wandered 
through regions of eglantine and honeyfuc- 
kle, I have revelled on beds of violets and 
cowflips, and have enjoyed the delicious fra- 
grance of rofes and carnations. In fliort, I 
have viCted all the flowers of the field and 
garden^ and muft be allowed to know the 
world. A fnail, who on a cabbage leaf hung . 
attentive to his wonders, was ftruck with ad- 
xniration ; and concluded him, from his un- 
bbunded experience, to be the wifeft of 
-"Creatures. A bee purfuing her occupation 
on a neighbouring bed of marjoram, heard 
ibe oftentatious vagrant, and reprimanded 
him in the following manner : Vain, empty 
flutterer, whom inftruftion cannot improve, 
nor experience enlighten ! thou haft rambled 
over the world, what knowledge haft thou 
acquired ? thou haft feen variety of objc<fls, . 
what conclufions haft thou drawn from 
them ? After having tafted of every amufe- 
mentj haft thou extrafted any thing for ufe ? ' 
Z3. l^ 



( a7o ) 

I too am a traveller, look into' my hivei and 
lee my treafux:es flxadow out to thee the true 
intent of travelling, which is, to collect ma- 
terials either for prirate emolument or fer 
public advantage^ 

Lycurgus being queftioned about the bw 
which difcharged portions to be given to 
young women, faid, That, iii the choice of a 
wife, merit only (hbuld be confidered; and 
that the law was made to prevent young 
women being chofcn for their riches, or nc- 
glefted for their poverty. A man dclibc- | 
rating whether he fhould give his daughter I 
in marriage to a man of virtue, .with a fmaH | 
fortune, or to a rich man, who was notfc- 
med for probity, Themiflocles feid, *•! 
« would beftow my daughter upon a man 
^ without hioney, rather, than upon money 
V without a man.** 

no. 

Paroon being condemned to dicath bj 
Dionyfius, tyrant of Syracufe; obtained fr 

bcrtlj 
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:berty to vifit his wife and children | leaving 
his friend Pythias as a pledge for his re- 
turnj on condition that^ if he failed, Pythias 
fhouM fufier in his ftead. Damon having 
not appeared at the time appointed, the ty* 
rant had the curiofity to vifit Pythias in pri- 
Ton. What a fool was you, iaid he, ta rely 
on Damon's promife ? How could you ima*- 
gine that he would facrifice hb life for you, 
or for any man ? ^ My Lord,' faid Pythias, 
with a firm yoice and noble afpeft, ^ I would 

* fufier a thoufand deaths rather than my 

* friend fliould fall in any article of honour : 
^ He cannot fail : I am confident of his vir«- 

* tue as of my own exiftence. But I be£bech 

* the gods to preferve his life : Oppofe him, 

^ ye winds! difappoint his eagerneis, and 

'* fuffer him not to arrive, till my death has 

. ^ laved a life of much greater confequence 

< than mine, necefl[ary to his lovely wife, to 

< his little innocents, to his friends, to his 

< country. Oh !* let me not die the cruelleft 
<^ of deaths in that of my Damon.' Diony- 
fius was confounded and awed with the 
magnanimity of thcfe fcntiments: Hfewiflied 
tQ fpeaki He hefitated : He looked dowaa $ 
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and retired in filence* The fatal day arri^ 
Ted. Pythias was brought forth ; and3 ^'ith 
an air of fatisfadtionji walked to the place of 
execution. He afcended the fcafibld^ and 
addrcffed the people :/ My prayers are heard j. 
^ the gods are propitious ; the winds have 
t been contrary ; Damon could not conquer 

* impoffibilities ; he will be here to-morrow,. 
«• and my blood fliall ranfom that of my 
<• friend/ As he pronounced thefe words, 
a buzz arofe^ a diftant vpice was heard, the 
crowd caught the words, and < flop, flop ex* 

< ecution,* was repeated by every perfom. A 
man came at full fpeed. In the fame in- 
ftant, he was oflf his horfe, on the fcaffold, 
and in the arms of Pythias; « You are fafc,' 
he cried, * you are fafe, my friend, my be- i 
«- loved : The gods be prais'd, you are fafe,' 
Pale, cold, an^ half fpeechlefs, In the arms 
of his Damon, Pythias replied in broken ac- 
cents, * Fatal hafte— cruel impatience 

• what envious powers have wrought impof- 

< fibilities againft your friend; But I will 
' 'not be wholly difappointed : Since I can- 

< not die to fave you, I will die to acco»- 
; pany you.' Dionyfius heard, and beheld 

wiih. 
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With aftonifhment : His eyes were opened i 
His/ heart was touched; and he cpuld no 
longer refift the power of virtue. He de- 
scended from his throne, and afcended the 
fcaffbld. ^ Live, live, ye incomparable pair. 

* Ye have demonftrated the exiftence of vi»- 

* tue ; and confequently of a God who re- 
■« wards it. Live happy, live renowned : 
< And as you have invited me by your ex- 

* ample, form me by your precepts to parti* 
5 cipate worthily of a frieadfhip fo divtoc/ 

The oftrich one day met the pelican ; -^nd 
•bferving her breaft all bloody, Good Ccd ! 
fays fhe, what accid :r:t has befallen you ? 
Be not furprifed, replied' the ^^eacan, no ac- 
cident has befallen me, or l':aced any thing 
more than common. J. liavi only been cn^ 
gaged in feeding my dear little ones ^th 
blood from my bofom. Tour anfwer, re- 
turned the oftrich, aftoniflhes me ftill more 
than the horrid figure you make. Is it your 
pradliee to facrifice yourfelf in this cAxel 
manner to the importunate cravings of your 

young 
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young ones ? I know not which to pity moft, 
your mifery or your folly. Be advifed by 
mc ; have fomc regard for yourfelf, and leave 
off this barbarous cuftom of mangling your 
own body for the fake of your children. 
Follow my example. I lay my eggs upon 
the ground, and juft cover them with fand : 
The warmth of the fun hatches them, and 
in due time the young ones come forth. I 
give myfclf no trouble about them, and I 
neither know nor care what becomes of 
them. Unhappy wretch, fays the pelican, 
who hardeneft thyfelf againft thine own oflF- 
Iprin^", who kngwcft not the fwcets of a pa- 
rent's anxictj^, the tender delight of apio- 
ther's fufferings : It is not I, but thou, that 
art cruel to thy own flefh. Thy infenfibili- 
ty may exeiiipt thee from an inconGderablc 
pain*, but it makes thee inattentive to an 
eflential duty, and incapable of relifhing the 
pleafure that attends it ; a pleafure the moft 
exquifite that nature hath given, in which 
pain itfelf is loft, or fcrves to heighten the 
enjoyment. 



112 
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112. 

: A ftork and a crow had once a ftrong 
:^ntention which of them , flood higheft in 
he favour of Jupiter. The crow urged his 
-kill in omens^ his infallibility in prophecies^ 
tad his great ufe to the priefls in their fa* 
orifices. The ftork pleaded his blamelefs 
ife, the care he took of his offspring, and 
Jie afliftance he gave his parents under the 
jifirmities of age. It happened, as gent* 
•ally in religious difputes, that neither of 
liem could confute the other ; and they 
hcrefore agreed to refer the dccifion to Ju- 
piter himfelf ; who fpoke as follows. Let 
none of my creatures defpair of my regard : 
I know their weaknefs ; I pity their errors ; 
and whatever Is well meant, I accept as in«, 
tended. Yet facrifices or ceremonies arc in 
themfelves of no importance ; and every at- 
tempt to penetrate the counfcis of the Deity 
is not lefs vain than preiumptuous : But he 
who honours and reverences the Almighty, 
who leads the moft temperate life, and does 
the moft good, in proportion to his abilities, 
ftands the higheft in the favour of his Crea- 
tor, 
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^e was hired by a farmer to be a 
the neighbourhood of Lucetta, 
her father's (heep. They often 
[isrcrc fond of being together. Five 
pafled, when their fenfations be- 
te fcrious. Perrin propofed to Lu- 
r demand her from her father : She 
and confefTed her willingnefs. As 
fan errand to the town next day, the 
inity of her abfcnce was chofen for 
the proposal. You want to marry 
ughter, faid the old man. Have you 
e to cover her, or money to maintain 
Lucetta's fortune is not enough for 
It won'f do, Perrin, it won't do. But, 
-d rerrin, I have hands to work : I have 
jp twenty crowns of my wages, which 
defray the expence of the wedding : I'll 
c harder^ and lay up more. Well, faid 
old man, you are young, and may wait 
.ttle : Get rich, and my daughter is at 
ir fervice. Perrin waited for Lucetta re- 
•ning in the evening. Has my father gi- 
n you a refufal, cried Lucetta ? Ah Lucet- 
, replied Perrin, how unhappy am I for be- 
g poor ? But I have not loft all hopes : My 
A a cir« 
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circumftanccs may change for the better. 
As they never tired of converfing together, 
the night drew on, and it became dark. 
Perrin, making a falfe ftep, fell on the 
ground. He found a bag, which was heavy. 
Drawing toward a light in the neighbour- 
hood, he found that it i^as ^lled with gold. 
I thank Heaven, cries Perrin, in a transport, 
for being favourable to our wiflies. This 
will fatisfy your father, and make us happy. 
In their way to her father's houfe, a thought 
ilruck Perrin. • This money Is not ours : 
• It belongs to fo me ftranger ; and perhaps 
^ this moment he is lamenting the lofs of 
« it : Let us go to the vicar for advice : He 
< has always been kind to me/ Perrin put 
the bag into the vicar's hand, faying, that 
at firft he looked on it as a povidential p^^ 
fent to remove the only obftacle to their 
marriage ; but that he now doubted whether 
he could lawfully retain it. The vicar 
eyed the lovers with attention : He admired 
their honcfty, which appeared even to fur- 
pafs their affeftion. Perrin, faid he, cherilh 
thefe fentiments : Heaven will blefs you. 
We will endeavour to find out the owner: 

ft 
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He will reward thy honefty : I will add what 
f can fpare : You fliall have Lucetta, The 
T^g was advertifed^ in the news-papers, and 
Tied in the' neighbouring pariflies. Some 
ime having elapfed, and the money not de*. 
Handed, the vicar carried it to Perrin.. 
Thefe twelve thoufand livrcs bear at pre- 
•. fent no profit : You may reap the intereft, 
•.at lead. Lay them out in fuch a manner,. 
« as to enfure the fum itfelf to the owner, if 
■ he fhall appear/ A farm was purehafed, 
and the confent of Lucetta*s father to the 
cnarriage was obtained. Perrin was employ* 
9d in huibandry, and Lucetta in family-affair^^ 
3rhey lived in perfedl cofdiallty j and two 
children endeared them ftill the more to each 
S^ther. Perrin, one evening returning homc- 
Bvard from his work, faw a chaife overturn- 
edi with two gentlemen in it. He ran ta 
f^hcir a(Eftar\ce, and offered them every ac- 
commodation his fmall houfe could laffbrd. 
This fpot, cried one of the gentlemen, is ve- 
tj fatal to me. Ten years ago, I loft here 
twelve thoufand livres. Perrin liftened with 
jittention. What fearch made you for them ? 
£iid he. It was not in my power, replied 
A a 2 ■ the 
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the ftranger, to make any fearch. I was 
burrying to Port POrient to embark for the 
Indies^ for the ve0el was ready to fail. Next 
mornings Ferrin {hewed to his; guefts his 
koufe^ his garden^ his cattle^ and mention- 
ed the produce of his fields. * All theft 

• are your property/ addrefEng the gentle- 
CAan who had loft the bag ; < the money fell 
' into my hands ^ I purchafed this farm with 

• it ; the farm is your's. The vicar has an | 
« inflrument which fecurcs your property, 

• though I had died without feeing yon.' 
The ftranger read the inftruinent with emo- 
tion : He looked oi\ Ferrin, Lucetta, aod 
the children. Where am I, cried he, and 
what do I hear ? What virtue in people fo 
low ? Have you any other land but this 
farm ? No, replied Ferrin ; but you will halt 
occafron for a tenant, and I hope you wil 
allow me to remain here. Your .honeSf 
dcferves a better recompence, anfwered the 
ftranger : My fiiccefs in trade has been 
great, and I have forgot my lofs. You aH 
well tn*5:Icd to this little fortune: Kecpit 
as j?uui own. What man in the w(5rld wouM 
have ailed liked Ferrin ? Perrin and Luccttt 
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feed tears of aflFeSioa and joy. * RIy dear 
^ children, faid^he, kifs the/hand of your be- 

* ncfadtor. Lucetta, Aixis ferm now beiongis 
^ to us^ and we can enjoy it without anxiety 

* or remorfe/ Thus was hpnefty reward*, 
otd. Let thofe who defire the reward praoi' 
tife the virtue* 

115. 

Cruelty and deceit formed the charafter 
of Louis XL of France. He. was afraid of 
all men/becaufe he thought others to1>e no* 
better than hlmfelf. During the vigoui^of 
youth) he was able to conceal his fear i but^ 
in old age> it broke out, and proved a moft 
cruel tormenter. He £hut himfelf up in the 
caftle of Pleffe$ le? Tours 5 having ftuck the 
-wall fall of ibarp-pointed iron pins, and ha- 
-ring placed a mafTy. iron-rail in the ioiide of 
a deep and wide moat. Four hundred ar- 
chers watched night and day in that difgiafi 
dwelling, having ftrift orders- to flioot every 
©ne who fhould approach without being an- 
nounced. Round the caftle were fcattcred 
eighteen thoufand caltrops, to prevent acrefs 
A. a. 3, to 
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' A fox clofely purfued by « pack of dofgsi 

.took (helter under a bramble. Rejoicing in 

this afylumj he for a while lay very ihugr 

But found, that, if he attempted to ftirj he 

^«ras wounded by thorns and prickles. How* 

» ever, making a virtue of necef&ty, he for* 

bore to complain, reflecting, that good and 

evil are mixed, and often flow from the 

fame fountain. Thefe briars, indeed; fiud 

he, will tear my £kin, but they preferve my > 

. hk from danger ; For the fake then of the 

good^ let me bear the evil with patience^ 

rrfc 

Cyrus one day being reproached by Cror* 
fus for his proftifion, a calculation was made 
to how much htsireafure might have amount- 
ed, had he been snore fparing of it. To 
juflify his Uberality, C^us fent difpatcbes 
to every perfbn he had particularly obliged^ 
requefting them to fupply him with as much 
money as they coul^, for a preffing occafioiii 
uxd to fend him a note of what every one 

coidd 



[ ajnstc Wbea all thefe notes C2me 
m Cyros, it sppeved ch^t the fam^touliaf 
jgpt^^** the caJcttbtioQ made bj Croefos; 
^ I as i»Of / f^ h£, ^ leis in Iotc wicb 
^ tkkct tluo ocKcr princes ^ but a bftr£i 
« caaiger of rhctxu You fee ai hov Iof 
^ l^ffke I kvTC scqaired caaixy fricndf, » 
< jttTdmble uofvrr* Mj moacy, a the 
i ianic tnn^ m ibe iunds of theic ^tudSf 
■ •• not k& a in;^ cDfxutuad tlua in m} trca* 
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A certain tat dTrdiijig ncsr a granaryv 
found a hole ^here te entered and retired 
at pleafurr. It gives no joy to live alonr. 
The generous creature allembled all tlie un 
IB the neighbourhood^ and there tept vpai 
table like a great lord, Tiiey had vowed a 
thouf^d times, that their friendfliip wasKj 
hive no end ; and who wouJd fufpeft [\xt \ 
joyoiiS companions of lying i But this life ; 
vas too good to lafl:. The proprietor of ilie 
granary difcovered the hole, and clofed it up 
ihsrd and faft. Our tSLt being thus redi2cc4 

to. 
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: to his fhifts^ Happily^ fays he, I have acqui- 

: red friends, who will relieve me in my di- 

;; ftrefs. Knocking at the door of one of them^i 

^he was refufed entrance ; and he made the 

, entire round with no better fuccefs. One 

ftranger rat only, charitably inclined,, admits 

:ted him, and treated him as a brother. I 

difpifcd, fays he, your treafures and your 

luxury, but I refpeA your diftrefi : Be my 

:gueft : I have little, but that little will fuf- 

fice. I rely upon temperance; but foolifli he 

muft be who relies on the friends of profpe- 

rity : They come and walk off together. 

Clodius, Tribune of the Roman people, 
bearing refentment againft Ptolemy King of 
Cyprus, obtained a decree of the people, de» 
pofing King Ptolemy, and confifcating all 
his goods. His immenfe wealth was the 
.prevailing motive, without the leaft colour 
of juftice. . Ptolemy, informed of the decree^ 
was in delpalr. To refift the Roman power 
he wan unabk, and to be lefs than a king he 
could not bear. Refolviog, t^prefore, to 

nuifce 
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make bis riches, hb life, and his rcign end 
togeAer, he put all on fliipboard, and hunch- 
ed out into the fea^ purpofing to fink to the 
bottom, by boring a hole in the Chip. But, 
at the point of execution, he turned faint- 
hearted; not for himfelf, but for his dear 
gold, which he could not bear to deftroy 
vrith his own hands. He returned to land^ 
and having carefully replaced aU in his trca-* 
fury, he, with great coohieis, put an end to 
bis Vik by poifon, leaving aU hit riches to his 
. enemies, as if to reward them for their cruel- 
ty and injuftice. 

A covetous Wretch turned ids cflfeAs in- 
to gold, melted the gold down^ and buried 
it in the ground. He was traced vifiting 
it every morning, and betwi;xt vifits it was 
carried off every ounce. In aoguiih and dc- 
fpair, he was accofted by a neighbour in the 
following words : * Why all this rage ? A 
^ man cannot be faid to lofe what he never 

enjoyed : And if the bare poflcffion be fuf- 

« ficient 
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< ficient, It is but fuppofing the gold there, 
^ and all is well again/ 

122. 

The inhabitants of Conftantlnople were 
a numerous people, and abounding in wealth, 
when it was befieged by the Turks anno 
1453. The Emperor preparing for the fiege, 
exhorted them pathetically to contribute for 
putting the town in a pofture of defence, a- 
gainft a brutal and mercilefs enemy j but 
not a fingle man was found who would take 
up arms, or contribute money for Hiring 
troops. The town was plundered, and the 
bulk of the inhabitants were maffacred. Here 
we have an extraordinary inftance of people 
fo wretchedly fond of their money, as not to 
be able to contribute any part, even to favc 
the reft, not to talk of their lives- Would 
one think it poiEble that ipcn could be fo 
abfurdly enflaved by the moft contemptible of 
all appetites ? , . / 

3t2J. 
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123. 

The Prince of Wales, named the Blad 
Prince, who diftinguifhepl himfelf by his con- 
du£l and bravery in the battle of PoidUersy 
was not lels admired^ after the viftory^ for 
his modeft and generous behaviour to hii 
prifoner King John. The evening after tbe 
battlei the Prince Vefufed to fit down witb 
the King at ftipper, but attended him to en- 
tertain him with difcourfe. As the Kid^$ 
thoughts were wholly employed about bis 
prefent misfortune, the Prince faid to him, 
in a modcd and unaftefted manner, '. That 
« his Majcfty had one great rcafon to te 

< comforted 5 which was, that the battle was 

* not loft by his fault 5 that the Englifh, to 
^ their coft, had experienced him to be tbiel l 
^ braveft of princes i and that God alone bi ^^ 

< dirpofed of the viftory. ^ And/ continiifil q 
he, » if Fortune have beep your adverfirjk ; S 

* you may at leaft reft fecure, that an infi> u 
^ lablc regard (hall be prefcrvcd, for yoi tl 
« perfon ; and that you fhall experience i u^ 
« me a very refpcftful relation, if I may ^ tc 
f ry in that title/ The King, upon this, » ' oi 

coverii( 
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turned to the prince, and 
' of fatisfaftion, < Tliat fince 
inj to be vanqutOied and ta* 
30D wherein he had. done no- 
ting his character, he found 
f^n fallmg into the bands of 
int and generous prince alive.' 
ffhcn King Edward, father to 
ceived the news of this battle, 
lat his fatisfaftion at fo glori- 
^as not comparable to what he 
generous behaviour of hi& (on* 

cd -country-moufe had once the 

receive a vifit from an old ac- 

3red up at court. The countrf'- 

1 to entertain her gueft^ fet be- 

^e beft cheefe and bacon her cot- 

^ed. If the repaft w^ homelf^ 

nc was hearty : They chatted a- 

%'ening agreeably, and then retired 

he next morning the gueft^ inftead 

uer leave, kindly preiTed her coun- 

Bb try- 
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tiy-iricnd to accompany her ; letting forth, 
in pompous terms, the elegance and plenty 
in which they lived at court- They fetout 
together, and though it was late in the even- 
ing when they, arrived at the p^ace, they 
found the remains of a fumptuous. enter* 
tainment ; plenty of creams, jellies, and 
fweetmeats : The cheefe was Parmefan ; and 
they foaked their whlikers in exqui£te cham- 
paign. But they wer^ not far advanced in 
their repaft, when they were alarmed widi 
the barking and fcratching of a lapdog: 
Beginning again, the inciting of a cat 
fireightened them almofl- to death. This 
was fcarce over, when a train of fcrvanti 
burfting into the room, fwcep'd away all is j 
an inftant. Ah ! my dear friend, faid the j 
country-moufe, fo foon as Ihe received coo- ' 
rage to fpcj\k, if your fine living be thus in- 
terrupted with fears and dangers, let mc i«» 
turn to my plain food and my peacefol cot- 
tage ; for what is elegance without eafc, flij 
plenty with an aching heart ? 



^^U 
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125. 

A yming gentlcmaa in the ftrects of Pa- 
ris, being interrupted by a coach in his paf- 
fage, ftruck the coachman. A tradefmanj 
from his fhop, cried out, What ! beat the 
Marihal dc Turcnnc*s people ! Hearing that 
name, the gentleman, quite out of countj^- 
nance, flew to the coach to make his excufe< 
The M^Oial (aid, fmiling. You underftandy 
Sir, ho^^ to cbrreft fervants ; allow me to- 
fend mine to you when they do amifs. 

The Marffaal being one day alone in % 
box of the play-houfe, fome gentleitien came 
ioy who, not knowing him, would oblige him 
to yield his feat in the firft row. They had 
the infolence, upon his refufal, to throw his - 
hat and gloves upon the fiage. The Mar- 
ihal, without being moved, defired a lord of 
the firft quality to hand them up to him. 
The gentlemen, finding who he was, blufli* 
ed^ and would have retired $ but he, with 
much good humour, intreated them to ftay, 
faying, That, if they would fit clofei there, 
was room enough for them all. 

Bb a i26i 
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126. 

Corduba King of Teran, in Great Ta 
was adored by bis fiibjeAs^ becaufe 
bappioefs was bis chief ftudy. He ba< 
one child, a daughter, aamed Abnam: 
and when {be became marriageable,, he 
fi^ered it as the inoft important of his 
tiesy^to obtain a huft>and for her, who fi 
be quaCfied to govern his people afte: 
death. Akebar, King of Balk, andM 
luke. King of Carifin, two neighboi 
potentates,* declared themfelves candii 
for the Pi-inccfs ; and threatened war if t 
■fujt fhould T)e rcfufed. Their manne 
courtfliip difguftcd Corduba : He ju 
men of a temper fo violent, ill qualified 
ther to make his people or bis daughter 
py; and therefore he prepared for 
^hicb he faw was inevitable. 

At that time there was in the coir 
Teran two brothers, Korem and Zei 
both of them in the flower of youth, an 
the favour of all that knew them, Bot 
them were in love with Almanzaris; 
as they had nothing but ipcrit to recomn 

tl 



tteihy aeither of them dKcIofed- His* tbvfc. 
T&fc King, howcveri having penetrated into' 
llieir hearts, judged that one or other of them 
Jattight not be uhworthy of his daughter, and 
tf his kingdom. In an aflembly of his gran- 
.Heesi he fpoke as follows i < I am a father^ 
• Tcranites j.and it belongs to me to judge 
i*- what Prince is the n)ofl: worthy of my 
>, daughter : I am alfo a King ; and it belongs 
,<l to me to judge what Prince is the moft 
«A worthy of my people* , Akebar and Ma- 
;* mdukc arc unworthy j and, whatever their 
.♦force may be,, it is better to havfc them fot 
^ enemies than for mafters. Brave Korem, and 
f* you, intrepid Zendar,. illuftrious defcen* 
> dants of the great Timur, march boldly a^ 
^»gainft our enemies, and protcft theTera- 
^ nit^s from tyranny and oppreffion. • Tou^ 
^ Korem, I op^ole to the Eling of Balk ; and- 
jiB* you, Zendar, to the King of Carifm : Re^ 
^ member that none but ar hero can delerve 
•^ my daughter or my crown/ 
, ,. Zendar exerted wonderful induftry in re- 
vniiting the army he commanded. He en* 
p^eared the foldiers .to him, by providing fof 
tbem glentifuUy, and the oflSccrs^ by his ge- 
B b 3 neto^^- 
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nerofity axul courage ; and having pre 
all neceflaries for his expedition, he i 
himfelf like a torrent into the kingd 
C^ifoii before Mameluke, whp tmfi 
the pacific diipofition of Corduba, was 
pared for his reception. Manoelukes 
bled an army» numerous. indeed, but i 
ciplined. At every encounter, Zenda 
yifibly the fuperlority \ and Mameluke, c 
ing a general engagement, petitione 
peace, ofiering to renounce his pretei 
to Almanzaru, and to pay tribute t 
King of Teran. Thefe conditions we 
j|e£ted with diidain •, for, fiud Zendsir 
JLing of Carifm • may well renounce a h 
Xtf fs he never could obtain i and it is no 
defceniion to pay tsibute for a kii^do 
ready fubdued. By this haughty treat 
defpair was converted into- courage. 
der the walls of Carifm a pitched battl 
fought, obftinate and bloody. For a 
time victory feemed to hover in fuff 
But at laft Zendar, animating his m< 
his courage, ruihed into the hotteft o 
battle, and forced Mameluke to tiin 
back : He threw himfrif with procipi 



( 295 ) 

3fa his capitali determined to be buried »i 

ve under its ruins. Zendar deceived lus 

aenoyy by^ making preparations in s^pear* 

icc^fiura regular fiege> bdt waldiing the 

pportnnity of a dark nighty he fcaled the 

adls, and took the town by furpriie. M»> 

idokei in the midft of the univerfid con^ 

otkation^- drew together what men were aft 

asid^ and In defpair flew to encounter lus 

Dpiaicable enemy. They met : They fought i 

od Mameluke was laid dead at the foot of 

is conqueror. . 

Upon the news of this ra|ud icon^ueft^ 
Zendar was declared by Cordnba Sultim of 
Jlsurifm. His employment the reminder of 
.he feafon was to quiet his new fubjeAs, and 
.0 xcgulate the form of government. Towasd 
J^ winter, he returned to Teran, covered 
with laurels, layingat the fiset of Almanzaris 
the &ireft crown in. Tartar;. . 
,: In the mean time, Korem carried on war 
vrlih Toart addrefs, though with leis iplen* 
door I fori while Teran refounded with the 
9anie o£ Zendar, and with his great exploits; 
Ifr.waa fcarce minded there that Korem was 
allheheadofanarmy. He advanced, ho w« 
'.. "^^ . 5!5fi 
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fcfet, #ifk ^Qfiil^tsltlMi into tbe kiii 

gf BaUt) ftfter paeifyihg all the ckies le 

Utfd bixfti H6 ^ubU{he# itiatiifeftos, 

HdftiDg flifc ttiotitetf ihiS engaged Co: 

to take! 9aftiii^ ^e good drddr Be b 

M* tamp fitfniffied tt witH jslenty of { 

llOtd, 'eke t^fuits being Tecure of re 

fftyiotiat* Alt€btfr aficmbled an arm 

1*50^000 am, in full confidence of 

fcmttlOg. iLOrtfli,, Xfid kit fmall arm 

to^Ooe. Kcdrecb, on the other hand, 

was left ambitious even of eonqneft th; 

irfftrvbtg tlba Ih^es of his people^ exi 

kis ftfll in dkoofing aidTantteeoai poSSf 

|»efii#ll«d iO hhi^the choice of aeceptii 

itfafiAg battle. B;^ this, and other fnch 

ilAI tnealures, he fo hemmed in and h 

fed fhd lidiherotis troops of his antag< 

ftS tO'OCcaiSon a fickaefs through famine 

a great defcrtion. Akebar, with the t 

Aat remained^ made a forced march int< 

lertitory of his enemy : But Koremi 

hit vdbal precaution^ had made prepara 

tot thh event i and Akebar could not i 

kimfetf maiter of a fingfe fortified p 

IKorem Mowed a« a diftance, and red 
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ijD^ to the laft extremity^ blocking up every 
iflage by which he could return to his 
mgdom. Akebar had no other refource but 
' ) demand peace, leaving the conditions to 
e prefcribed by his enemy. Eorem anfwer- 
d thus : ^ Kings ought never to make wari 
but in order to eftablifh a peace, more firm 
than that which is broken. The King of 
' Teran only demands reparation of the da- 
mages occafioned by the war i and a faith- 
fid promife from Akebar of an alliance 
' with the Teranitesi which he (hall never 
- give taufe to infringe.' Akebar, chanocd 
with the moderation of the conqueror, Iwore 
to noaintain a perpetual peace, and fwore 
from the bottom of his heart. 

Korem matched back his vi&orious nrmjp 
almoft as entire as wlien led to the field i 
and, without a moment's delay, attended his 
Doafter to render an account of his charge. 

The whole nation of Teran were in fii- 
Ipcnce about Corduba's choice; and this^mo- 
narch, aflembling his ftates, fpoke to hit 
two young &vourites in the following words ; 
< Intrepid Zendar, go and reign in Carifhif 
[ which you have juftly conquered* Butj - 

- « CO0« 
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* confides that the dreadful effefts of yoor 
Valour have rendered you formidable to 
that people, and not beloved 5 and, there- 
fore, that you owe to yourfelf, as well as to 
your people, to gain their afFeAions by the 
arts of peace ; and to make up to thein 
what they have fuffered by the ravage of 
war. Hitherto they have only feen yoa a 
conqueror 5 let them hereafter fee you their 
father and prote£ton As for you, gene- 
rous Korem, who art fo perfeAly Ikillcd m 
'c:otfqueftog wTthou't bloodlhed, and wlioy 
with a fuperibr genius for war, doft preftr 
the Hits of peace, though of a Ids hriliJant 
nature, ^u I make choice of as worthy rf 
my daughter: Receive her haiid, and with 
hei: hand my fceptrc. My people, govern- 
ed by a pi Jhce fo brave and fo prudenti 
"tfcrill haVe nothing to fear fipoin chcmics »• 
broad ; and governed by a prince fo mo- 1 
derate, will have nothing to fear from I 
a inaAer at home. Thou, Korem, art trtf* 
Jy a hero : Thou, Sieridal-, in riper ycarJi 
i&ay become one/ 
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The citizens of Privernum having foftain* 

fd feveral obftinate wars againft the Roman 

(epujblic, were obliged at laft to fhut them- 

Gslves up within the -walls of their town, 

Jleduced to the lafl: extremity, they- feat aaif- 

i^afiadors to Rome for hegociating a peace. 

The fenate having demanded, what chaftUe*' 

inent they deferved in t)ieir own opiniohf 

\.that^ anfwered they, < which men deferve 

*, who, have ftfained every nerve to prefenne 

their liberty, that precloys gift roceived- 

I from their fpre&thers/ But, repUed the' 

^oful, if Roip^ give you peace, maf flic 

:gcpe£); that hereaf^ you w|U jellgioufiy. ob^i^ 

^rve it? < Yes,' faid the ambafladors, ^ if the 

^conditions be jnft, a^d equal, foas not t(^/ 

.mal{:e us blu(h.. Qut^ if you give us a. dif- 

graceful peace, hope not that the neceffitjr. 

which makes us. accept of it to*day will 

make us obferve i% to-morrow/ The fc- 

tate was charmed with the behaviour of 

hide atnbafiadors ; and judged rightly, that 

aiemiet who preferve their .courage In the ' 

Swateft adverfity were worthy of the honotir 

of being Roman citizens* 

127- 
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An afs who lived in the Cime femil^ with * 
% Saivourite lap-dog» imagined he wouI<l ob- 
tain an equal fhare of fiivour by imitating 
the little dog's playful tricks. According- 
ly he began to frifk about before hi$ mafter, 
kicking up his heelS| and braying zfk&cHjt 
to ihow his drollery and good humour. 
This unufiial behaviour could not fiul of 
raifing much laughter ; wMch being oiifta* 
ken by the afs for approbatiouj he proceeded 
to leap upon his matter's breaftj and to liiS: ' 
his face very lovingly. But he was prefent- 
ly convinced, by a good cudgel, that the fu- 
TtBi way to gain efteemf is for every one 
to aft Aiitably to his own genius and ciia- 
rafter. 

A pragmatical jackda# was vain enou^ 
to imaginej that he wanted nothing but tkc 
drels to rival the peacock. Pufied up widi 
this conceit, he drefled himielf in their klf 
thcrs J and in this borrowed gard, forfakiiig 

his 
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lions, pretended to aflbciatc 

cks- The ofiended peacocks, 

^h trappings, drove him back 

r ^ who refufed to receive him. 

I means he was juftly punilhed 

pom all quarters. 

ck wUh the majefly of an ox, 

expand herfelf to the fame 

^ude. After much puffing and 

That think you, -fider ; will this 

from it. *. Wai this ?' By no 

But this furdy will? Nothing 

■' {hortf after many ridiculous ef- 

: fame fruidefs purpofe, the fim« 

'jrft her ikiB, and expired upon the 



iglC) from the top of a mountain, 

ftoop at a lamb, pounced it, and 

iway to her yoxmg. A crow obfcr- 

liat pafled, was ambitious of per- 

1 the (June exploit $ and darting from 

Ij fixed her talons in the fleece of an- 

aoib. But neither able to move her 

lor difi&taBgle her feet, fhe was takea 

Cc * by 
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bjr the fhepherdi and earned home for his 
children to play with j who eagerly inqdi" 
ring what bird it was. An hour- ago, Qii 
he, {he fancied herfelf an eagle ^ Ihe is noWj 
I fuppofe, convinced that fhe is bm a 
crow. 



I2g. 

Artaxerxcs Mntmon flying from his ene- 
mies, being reduced for a dinner to dry figs 
and barlcy-bread ; f How mnch pleafurc/ 
fald he, » have I been ignorant of 7' 

Dionyfius the tyrant being etitertained hj 
the LacedemonianS) expreffed fome difgtfft 
at their black broth. No wonder, faid «irt 
of them, for it wants its feafoning. What 
feafonhig ? faid the tyrant. Labour, re- 
plied the other, jioined with htittgcr*^ 
third. 

Timothens, the Athenian general, fuj^ing 
with Plato, WW eritertakred with a 6tigal 
meal and much improving difcoorfo. Meet- 
iDg Plato afrerwaf d«, Yoor . Apperv ^^ ^^ 

• - " are 
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are not only pleafant at the tiiue^ but equally 
ib the next day. 

Plato feeing the Agrigentines building at 
great expence, and fupping at great expencc, . 
faid, The Agrigentines build as if they were 
40 live for ever^ and fup as if it were to be 
their laft. 



Whon Di<m h^ refcued Syracufc fi-pm 

fiavjevy^ HetracUdas, his declared enemy, be« 

came^ hisi humble fupplicant for mercy. Dion 

{ was exhorted not to fpare a turbulent and 

^vkkedman, who had brought his country 

« ahnoft to ruin. Dion anfwered) * Thofe who. 

■ * are bred up. to arms feldom think of a- 

^ nj ftody but that of war. I was educated 

; « in the academyt and my chief ftudy was,. 

^' * to conquer anger, revenge, envy, obftina- 

^ * ^9 plagues that corrupt the human heart. 

^*^ The true teft of fuch viftory, is not kind- 

'« > oefs to friends and to good men, but lenity 

* to wicked men that are our enemies. It 

^ is my refolution to overcome Heradides, 

C c 2 * not 
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* not by power and prudence^ but by bmna- 
« nity. Nor is any man fo perverlc or wick* 
' ed, as not to yield at length to good treat- 

* menu* 

Henry Duke of Saxony was by nature 
fierce and haughty, eager in his puffuits, im- 
patient of difappointment or control. This 
temper* was foftered by bad education. So 
foon as he could reflect, be reflected that he 
was a fovereign, and be was ever Toothed in 
the notionsi that a prinee is above all law. 
At the fame time he was inclined to the 
principles of juftice and honour, where bi& 
paffions did not oppofe ; and he bad a pro- 
found awe for the fapreme Being, which, by 
his wicked life, deviated into fupcrftition. 
The outrages committed by this prince were 
Without end ; every thing was facri£ced to 
his luft, cruelty, and ambition ; and at his 
court, beauty, riches, honours, became the 
greateft misfortunes. His horrid - enormi- 
ties filled him with fufpicion: If a grandee 
sbfented, it was for leifure to form plots; 
if he was fubmiffive and obedient, it was 
diffimulation merely. Thus did the prince 

live 
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Iht wofidly folitary, in the midft of fancied' 
^Ibciety ; at enmity vrith ever/iSie, and leaft 
of all at peace with himfelf ; ^ning dailyj 
lepentmg daily } feeling the agonies of te-^- 
protlog confcience^ which haunted him wa» 
king, and left him not when afleep*. 

In a melancholy fit, under the impreffioos 
of a wicked a£lion recently perpetrated^ he 
dreamed; that the tutel^ angel of the coun« 
try flood before him with anger in his looks^ 
D^xed with fome degree of pity. Ill-fated 
wretch; faid the apparition, liften to the awfiil 
command I bear. The Almighty, unwilling, 
to cut thee oflF in the fuUnefs of iniquity,, 
has fent me to give you warning. Upon 
this the angel reached a fcroll of paper, and 
' vanifhed. The fcroll contained the follow- 
ing words, After fix. Here the dream end- 
ed ; for the impreffion it made broke hi« 
reft. The prince awaked in the grcateft 
confternation, deeply ftrucl^ with the vifion. - 
He was convinced that the whole was from* 
God, to prepare him for death ; which he 
concluded was to happen in fix months, per- 
haps in fix days \ and that this time was al- 
lotted liim to make his peace with his Ma- 
Cc3 kcrr 
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ker 1)7 an aligned repentance for zH his 
crrmcs. HdiWdle and nnpleafant Teemed 
now thofe objcfts whrch he formerly purfn- 
cd at the expence of religion atod humanity \ 
Where is now that luft of command, which 
occafioned fo much bloodflied ; that cruel 
maKcc and envy againft every contending 
power"; that fufpicious jealoufy, the oiufe of 
much imaginary treafon ; furies foftered m 
his bofom, preying incefTantly upon his fi- 
tats, and yet darlings of his foul ? Happy 
iexpulfion, if not fuccecded by the greatefi of 
all furies, black defpair. 

Thus, in the utmoft torments of mmd, 
£ix days, fix weeks, and fix months pafled a- 
\yay; but death did not follow^ And now 
he concluded that fix years were to be the 
period of his miferable life. By this time 
the violence of the tempeft was over. Hi- 
therto he had fequeftered himftlf from man- 
kind, and had fpent in abftiaence and pri- 
vate worfliip, the fhort time he thought al- 
lotted him. Now began he to form rcfolo- 
tions of a more thorough repentance^ now 
was he fixed to do good, as formerly he had 
done mJfchief, with all his heart. . The fiip- 

pofed 
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poftd fliortnefs of his warning had hitherto 
not left it in his power to repair the many 
injuries he had committed^ which was the 
weightieft load upon his mind. Now was 
he refolved to make the moft ample repanh 
tiom 

In Vt&(i ftatc, where hope prevailed, and 
fbme beams of funfhine appeared breaking 
through, the *cloud, he addrefled himfelf to 
his May&r in the following terms : « O thou 
glorious. ;and omnipotent being, parent and 
prcferifer^f all things t how lovely art thou 
in peacd and reconciliation ! But oh ! how 
tcrriblc;^to the workers of iniquity I While 
my Kinds are lifted up, bow doth my heart 
tremble I for manifold have been my tranf- 
greffion^.;. Headlong driven by impetuous 
pafliotji fdefertcd the pith of virtue, ^nd 
wandered' through every fort of iniquity. 
Ti^fl^pling confcience under foot, I furren- 
ddred myfelf to delufions, which, under 
tiie tiplout of good, abandoned me ftlQ to 
mifery wd remorfe. Happy only if at any 
moipitiijiA offended confcience could- be 
laid'^iieep.-; But what fource of happlnefi 
iA'({^^...gt»od| and in feeling the calm 
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filiiftiOQ' of virtue dBtd honour I O my etm- 
icicDcc \ wKen thou art a frien^j what im- 
porti^ it who is an weipy? When thoq 
■lop]|iBiV drendfulj wher^ are- they fltdi all 
tbo UeiGbgSb ^ t^ amu&ments o£ life^ 
Thanks to a fuper abundant mercy^ th^t. 
h^h uot abandoned me tp reprobation^ bat 
h(k.th i^dulge4 a longer day for repentance 
Gqod God I the la(hes of agonizing t> 
morfe let me i>ever more feel ^ be it noir' 
my only coqcern in thi$ Ufe^ to eAabliih 
wkh^ 017 confcieqce a. £Mthful coxre^^nd* J 
eace« My inordinate paffions, thofe de-^ 
ludipg, Inchantera, root thou out % for 
work, is too mighty, for qiy we^k. endca^ 
vour* And oh ! mould thou my foul into 
that moderation of defire^ andjuft balance 
of aSe^tioa^ without which no enjoyment 
is folidi no pteaisre unmixed with pain. 
Hereafter let it not be fuffideot to be qt^ I 
and inofibnfive i but fince gracioqfly. to mj 
life thou had added n»ny days^xnay all be 
fpentia doing good; let that-day bedccia- 
ed lofl:^ which, fees me not employed in 
iome work beneficial to my fubjeas, or to ' 
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' mankind ; that at laft I may lay me down 
« in peace, comforted if I have not proved, 
• in every re/jpeft, an unprofitable fervant.' 

His firft endeavours were, to regain the 
confidence of his nobles, and love of lus 
people. With unremitting application he 
attended to their good; and foon felt that 
fatisfaftion in 'confidering himfelf as their 
father, which he never knew when he con- 
fidered them as his flaves. Now began he 
to relifh the pleafiires of focial intercourfe, 
of which pride and jealouiy had made him 
hitherto infenfible. He had thought friend* 
ihip a chimera, devifed to impofe upon man* 
kind. Convinced now of its reality, the 
cultivation of it was one of his chief objefts. 
Man he found to be a being honeft and 
faithful, deferving efteem, and capable of 
firiendfhip; hitherto he had judged of others 
by the corrupt emotions of his own heart. 
Well he remembei*ed his many gloomy mo- 
Oxents of difguft and remorfe, his fpleen and 
bad Ijumour, the nevtr-failing attendants of 
vice and debauchery. Fearful to expofe hii 
wicked purpofes, and dreading every fearch* 

ing 
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lUg cje^ he ha4 eftranged himfelf from the 
world s and what could he ezpe£lj confcioas 
as he was of a depraved hes^rtj bat averfion 
and horror ? Miferable Is that ftate^ cut off 
from all comfort^ in. which an unhappy mor- 
tal's chief concern is to &y from man^ be* 
caufe every man is his enemy. After taftiog 
of this mifery, how did he. blefs the happf 
<;bacge ! Now always calm and ferencj dif- 
fvfive benevolence gilded every thought of 
his heart, and aAion of his llfe^ It was now 
his delight to be fecn> and to lay optn his 
whole fouls for in it dwelt harmony ao^^f 
peace. * I 

Fame, now his friend, bhu^ed his virtua i 
all aroupd ^ ahd now. in diftapt iregions w^ I 
the good prince known, whei^e his vices hA 1 
Bcvcr reached. Among his virtues, an ab» J 
Iblute and pure diCntereftednef^ claimed e- 1 
very where the chief place. In all difputcs } 
he was the conftant mediator betwixt ibv^ I 
reigns, and betwixt them and their fubje&i | 
and he gained more authority over neigb* 
bouring princes, by eftecm and reverence, 
tbiWl they had over their own fubjcfls. 

Lz 
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In this manner elapfcd the fix years, tSI 
the fatal period came. The viiion was ful« 
filled; but very diflFercntly from what was 
cxpcfted. For at this precife period, a va- 
cancy happening, he was unanimoufly chofen 
Emperor of Germany. 

Charles XII. of Sweden, when he de- 
throned King Auguftus, was advtfed by 
Count Piper to annex Poland to his domi- 
' nions as a fai^ conqueft, and to make the 
people Lutherans. To repair hie Ipflfes, to 
enlarge his kingdom, to extend his religion, 
,and to avenge himfelf, of the Pope, made 
•him balance a little. But, reflefting on his 
declaration to the Polifh malcontents, that 
his purpofe was only to dethrone Auguftus, 
in order to make way for a king of their 
own nation, « I rejeft a kingdom,' fays he, 
« that I cannot keep without breach of pro- 
' mife. Upon this occafion, it is more ho« 
' nourable to beftow a crown than to retain 
f it.* 
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